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Chapter 8 
In Chapter 6 Job complained about the failure of his friends to respond to him as they should 
(6:24, 26, 30).  Bildad attempts to address Job’s challenge (at least according to his own under-
standing of it).  In this chapter Bildad urges Job to maintain his confidence in the justness of 
God.  In a positive light he is concerned and wants to correct a friend who seems to be talking 
nonsense out of his sense of grief.   
 
In his opening statement Bildad would like to see Job agree on something that was common 
knowledge: God does not pervert justice and does not pervert the right.  In other words 
nothing could be more important to God than justice and righteousness.  They are the 
foundation of God’s throne (Psalm 97:2), what God loves (Psalm 33:5), God’s gift to the king 
(Psalm 72:1-2), what God expects of Israel (Isaiah 5:7), and what God will give to Zion (Isaiah 
33:5).  The notion that God would pervert them is unthinkable.  Bildad rested his faith on this 
understanding and wanted Job to do the same as a starting point.  But for Job the justice of God 
and his righteousness were painfully absent.   
 
What part of God’s character do we put our absolute trust in? 
 
In verse 4 Bildad suggested that the sins of his children could have caused this disaster.  Earlier 
we learned that Job also entertained concerns about the possible sins of his children (1:5).  But 
he had assumed that his actions on their behalf would protect them.   
 
Bildad then suggests two things to Job: First, he must approach God in the spirit of true piety.  
He must seek God and implore his favor.  Second, Job must become morally pure and upright.  
Bildad seems to avoid further conversation about his present suffering and prefers to focus on 
the future.  Human life is too short for any person or generation to gain sufficient insight into 
the ways of God.  He appeals to what they learned from those who have gone before them in 
faith in order for Job to move past this moment in time.   
 
From Deuteronomy 32:7 – Remember the days of old, consider the years long past; ask your 
father, and he will inform you; your elders, and they will tell you.   
 
When we see someone in pain, is it difficult to stay in the moment? 
What words of hope do we offer? 
What have we learned from those who have gone before us in faith?   
 
 
 



In 6:24 Job asked his friends to teach him and show him where he had been wrong.  Even 
though Bildad accepts the invitation he cannot teach Job for he, himself, is in the category of 
knowing nothing.  Even so he then presents a parable that starts in vs. 11.  The parable 
describes the wicked (vs. 12-15) and the blameless (vs. 16-19).   
 
In his example an apparently flourishing and green plant withers before its time.  It was not 
watered and therefore suffered a premature death.  In vs. 13 God is implicitly compared to 
water that is essential for life.  Those who forget God and the godless shall perish.  In the 
second part of his example the plant is torn from its place but it has hope.  From the dust later 
it will sprout.   
 
It is not difficult to see that in the first part of the parable Bildad addresses the premature 
death of Job’s children.  The second part is adapted to fit the situation of Job (a basically good 
person who has experienced an unexpected disaster will see a better outcome in the future).   
 
Warning  
It is too easy to dismiss Bildad as insensitive to Job’s suffering.  We judge all of his friends from 
the perspective of the kind of pastoral care we offer to our friends and family.  We must not 
overlook the fact that the Book of Job is a compilation of ideas as much as it is about human 
suffering.  The moral position that Bildad represents was an important part of a long 
understanding in Israel concerning the moral consequences of our actions.  On one level the 
issue concerns whether the responsibility and consequences of sin were understood to be 
corporate or limited to the individual.   
 
At the same time what is most troubling about Bildad’s position is that he understands tradition 
as a closed door.  He does not see tradition as something to be modified by new observations 
and new experiences and new understandings of Scripture. 
 
What traditions of the church have evolved over time? 
 
Chapter 9 
I love this chapter!  Job starts his speech with an ironic rhetorical question about the possibility 
of being in the right with God.  The question leads Job to the image that will dominate not only 
his speech but also his whole understanding of his situation – the notion of a lawsuit with God 
(Sunday’s sermon).  Such a lawsuit is impossible to Job because of the enormous disparity 
between God’s power and his own yet Job cannot drop his exploration of the idea.   
 
Job is convinced that the overwhelming power of God would prevent a just outcome which 
leads Job down the path to talk about God in an increasingly negative way.  In this chapter Job 
tries three times to imagine a resolution to his situation and the impossibility of a resolution is 
expressed each time in legal language. 
 



First time (vs. 27-29) – Job does not necessarily fear a physical pain but fear of what that pain 
means.  God (not Job) controls the situation and refuses to declare Job innocent.  Note that Job 
addresses God directly here for the first time in his speech. 
 
Second time (vs. 30-33) – His second attempt is introduced by a statement of futility.  Job’s 
inability to control his own body lies at the heart of the image.  He powerfully expresses his 
dehumanization at the hands of God.  Even his clothes make him into an object of disgust. 
 
Third time (vs. 34-35) – Job can have no justice.  The conditions necessary for speaking to God 
in a trial does not exist. 
 
How do we confront God with the injustices we experience?  
Where do we find common ground with God? 
What difference does it make that God has come to us in human form? 
 
Chapter 10 
Job imagines the kind of speech he would make if he could engage God in a trial.  His speech 
slips gradually into speculation about God’s intentions towards him (a reflection that combines 
anguish and bitter accusations).   
 
The argument Job makes is best understood against the background of Psalm 139.  The psalm 
begins and ends with images of God searching the psalmist and examining his moral condition.  
There is even an element of aggression in the way this is described and yet the overall 
impression is one of complete solidarity between the psalmist and God.  God’s knowledge of 
the psalmist and of God’s intimate creation of him are closely connected.  The psalmist 
describes himself completely united with God in sharing the same enemies.  He prays that God 
will destroy the wicked.  It is unlikely that Job is parodying the psalm but they are similar.   
 
Whereas the theme in Psalm 139 connects the intimate knowledge of God with his care, in 
Job’s case the divine intention is more sinister.  Job concludes with an appeal for a moment’s 
respite before the unrelenting darkness of death.   
 
Do we dare to question God? 
Read Psalm 139  
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Chapters 11-14 


