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Chapter 7 

From the previous chapter – 

They set up false witnesses against Stephen 

Because they heard Stephen said that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy their place  

Jesus would change the customs that Moses handed on to them 
 

In answer to the high priest’s question Stephen gave a summary of salvation history 

Events that he highlighted – 

God appeared to Abraham and told him to move to an alien country 

Israelites were enslaved and mistreated for 400 years 

Covenant of circumcision 
 

God was with Joseph after he was sold into Egypt  

Moses was instructed by God to free the Israelites from the hand of the Egyptians 

When Moses went up Mount Sinai the people made a golden calf 

Conclusion – The false witnesses and high priest are like his ancestors  

      They opposed the Holy Spirit  

      They received the law and yet did not keep it 
 

The Stoning of Stephen 

The people were enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen 

But filled with the Holy Spirit Stephen saw the glory of God and Jesus at his right hand 

The people covered their ears and rushed against him 

Saul approved of their killing him 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) When people ask us about Christ do we retell them the story of his death and resurrection? 

2) How does the church hold us accountable for our actions? 

3) Where are Christians persecuted today for the gospel message?     
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 8 

Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house 

Philip preaches in Samaria and converts Simon (the Great) who amazed people with magic 

Even Simon believed 

After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip 

When apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God 

They sent Peter and John to them 

They went down and prayed for them and for the gift of the Holy Spirit 

Peter and John laid their hands on them 

Simon wanted to pay to have the power of the Holy Spirit 

 



Peter told Simon his heart was not right before God and he needed to repent and pray 

Simon asked to Peter to pray for him   
 

Peter and John returned to Jerusalem 

Philip was told by the angel of the Lord to go to another place 

The Spirit told Philip to go to the chariot of the eunuch 

The eunuch was reading from the prophet Isaiah but he did not understand it 

He invited Philip to guide him and Philip proclaimed to him the good news of Jesus 

He was baptized and immediately afterwards Philip was snatched away to Azotus 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) Should there be requirements for baptism? 

2) What is the role of prayer in decision making? 

3) How much of our ministry should be to outsiders who do not know Jesus? 

   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 9 

Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord 

Saul was struck blind and told to go to the city to receive further instructions 

Ananias was told by God to go and search for Saul 

But Ananias argued with God because this man did so much evil to the saints in Jerusalem 

He had authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoked the name of God 

The Lord told him to go anyway because God had chosen him for the Gentiles 

Ananias did as he was told and filled with the Holy Spirit, Saul was baptized 
 

Saul became increasingly more powerful which confounded the Jews 

Saul escaped from the Jews who tried to kill him 

When he came to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples but they were afraid of him 

Barnabas brought him before the disciples and defended the call of Saul 

So Saul went in and around Jerusalem speaking boldly in the name of the Lord 

Meanwhile the church had peace and was built up and increased in numbers 
 

Peter went here and there and came to the saints in Lydda and then went to Joppa 

Dorcas was devoted to good works and acts of charity 

Peter knelt down and prayed and restored her to health 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) How does the call from God come to you? 

2) Are there times when we do not trust that someone can change? 

3) What is the role of good works and acts of charity? 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 10 

The Lord told Cornelius to send men to Joppa to find Peter 

Peter (in the meanwhile) had a vision that told him that what was unclean God made clean 

The Spirit told Peter to go to the home of Cornelius 



God showed Peter that what he used to call profane was now clean 

Peter began to speak to the Gentiles 

The Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word 

So he ordered them to be baptized 

 

Questions to ponder 

1)   Who should be included in the church? 

2)   The church has made some unpopular decisions (for some).  How do we hear God? 

3)   Should anyone be excluded from baptism? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 11 

The circumcised believers criticized Peter for his actions  

Peter explained himself step-by-step 
 

Believers were scattered because of the persecution  

Most spoke only to the Jews but others spoke to the Hellenists 

The hand of the Lord was with them and a great number became believers and turned to God 

Barnabas went and saw the grace of God  

He rejoiced 

He exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion 

A great many people were brought to the Lord 

Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul 

He brought him to Antioch 

For an entire year they met with the church 

It was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) How does jealousy play a role in the church now?  

2) How did church growth happen in the early church?  And now? 

3) Barnabas became a mentor to Saul.  Who is your mentor in the faith? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 12 

King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church 

He killed James and arrested Peter 

While Peter was in prison the church prayed fervently to God for him 

Peter was delivered from prison and went to the house of Mary, the mother of John 

Peter knocked on the outer gate 

Rhonda was so overjoyed that (instead of opening the gate) she announced his presence 

Meanwhile Peter continued knocking  
 

There was no small commotion when Peter was missing from the prison 

Herod ordered all of the guards to be put to death 

Peter went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there 

Herod was struck dead but the word of God continued to spread and advance 



Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem and brought with them John  

 

Questions to ponder 

1) For whom does our church pray for fervently? 

2) What brings us such joy that we leave people outside still knocking? 

3) What can we do to spread and advance the gospel message? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayers – 

 

For the church 

 

 

 

 

For the world 

 

 

 

 

For those in need 

 

 

 

 

In thanksgiving  

 

 

 

 

For the faithful departed  

 

 


