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Chapter 19 

In the early church it was very important that believers received the gift of the Holy Spirit 

Paul seemed amazed that they had not even heard of the Holy Spirit 

He questioned – Into what then were you baptized? 

They answered – Into John’s baptism 
 

John baptized with the baptism of repentance but they needed to be baptized in the name of Jesus  

The Holy Spirit comes with the laying on of hands 

Paul would spend months speaking about the kingdom of God  

When some stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the Way / Paul left them 
 

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul  

Some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord over those who had evil spirits 

Even the evil spirits knew Jesus and knew Paul 
 

A disturbance broke out concerning the Way 

Another situation where the word of God would negatively affect the trade of others 

People rushed to the theater and dragged with them Macedonians who traveled with Paul 

The assembly was in confusion and most of them did not know why they had come together 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) How do we see the Holy Spirit at work in baptism? 

2) When have we had to remove ourselves from a situation because others refused to believe? 

3) Are there things that we get jealous about in the church?  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 20 

On the first day of the week they met to break bread 

Eutychus was sitting in the window and fell into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer 

He fell to the ground three stories below and was believed to be dead 

Paul went down and announced he still had life in him 

Paul went back upstairs, broke bread and ate, and continued to converse with them 
 

Paul was traveling extensively but he was eager to be in Jerusalem (if possible) on Pentecost 
 

Paul describes himself as captive to the Spirit  

He is on his way to Jerusalem (not knowing what will happen to him there) 

The Holy Spirit testifies to him in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting  

Paul simply wants to finish his course and the ministry he received from the Lord Jesus 

Paul did not shrink from declaring to the people the whole purpose of God 

The Holy Spirit made them overseers of the flock 

They were to shepherd the church of God  

 



This is the last time that Paul will be with the people in Ephesus.   

He tells them to be alert 

Paul commended the people to God and to the message of his grace 

Paul did the work himself … 

He coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothing 

He worked with his own hands to support himself and his companions 

He gave them an example that by such work they must support the weak 
 

When he had finished speaking he knelt down with them and prayed 

There was much weeping among them and they embraced Paul and kissed him and grieved 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) How is the proclamation of the Word connected to the breaking of bread? 

2) Why is Pentecost so important? 

3) What is our reaction when our pastors leave a congregation? 

   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 21 

Through the Spirit Paul was told not to go to Jerusalem 

When they came to Caesarea (and stayed at the house of Philip) a prophet spoke to Paul  

He took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands with it 

The Spirit told him that this was the way the Jews in Jerusalem would bind Paul  

The people urged Paul not to go to Jerusalem 

Paul was ready to be bound and to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus  

Those with Paul remained silent when he could not be persuaded 

The only words they spoke were – The Lord’s will be done 
 

When they arrived in Jerusalem the brothers welcomed them warmly 

Paul related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry 

When they heard it, they praised God  
 

Verses 20b-26 reflect the decisions made in Acts 15  
 

The Jews stirred up the whole crowd 

They accused Paul of teaching against their people, their laws, and their house of worship 

And he actually brought Greeks into the temple and defiled their holy place 
 

After being arrested Paul asked to speak  

 

Questions to ponder 

1) How do we know where the Spirit is leading us (or not)? 

2) What has God done at Redeemer (among the Gentiles) through our ministry?  

3) How do we defend against false teachings or false accusations in the church? 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Chapter 22 

Paul relates his background to give the people a context  

Paul then tells them of his conversion and the message from God to go to the Gentiles 

The people stop listening to him and want him to be put to death 

But Paul is a Roman citizen by birth so he was brought before the chief priests and councils 

 

Questions to ponder 

1)  How important is it to share our faith stories? 

2) What similarities do you see with what is happening to Paul and what happened to Jesus? 

3) Why would Paul insist that he travel to Jerusalem when everyone advised him to stay away? 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 23 

Paul said to the high priest –  

God will strike you, you whitewashed wall.  Are you sitting there to judge me according to the 

law and yet in violation of the law you order me to be struck? 
 

Paul said –  

I am on trial concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead 
 

Paul was taken by force and brought into the barracks.  The Lord said – Keep up your courage!  

For just as you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) What is the purpose of the law for our churches today? 

2) What do we believe with regard to the resurrection of the dead? 

3) What are our barriers to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 24 

Paul was accused of being a pestilent fellow 

an agitator among all the Jews throughout the world 

a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes 

he even tried to profane the temple 
 

Paul is held in custody and continued to speak about his faith in Jesus Christ  

 

Questions to ponder 

1) Who agitates the church today? 

2) How do we know when the agitation is something we need to own? 

3) What would prevent us from continuing to speak about our faith? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayers – 

 


