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Chapter 13 

The church at Antioch had prophets and teachers – 

They were worshipping the Lord and fasting 

The Holy Spirit → set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which they have been called 

Then after fasting and prayer they laid their hands on them and sent them off 
 

They proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews 

And they had John also to assist them 

Some believed because they were astonished at the teaching of the Lord  

Paul and Barnabas went to Antioch and John went to Jerusalem  

Paul spoke to the people in the synagogue –  

His sermon started with the people of Israel being delivered from the hand of the Egyptians 

He took them through the death and resurrection of Jesus 

And now the good news that what God promised to their ancestors he has fulfilled 

Through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed and all are set free from their sins 
 

When the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many followed Paul and Barnabas who urged 

them to continue in the grace of God.  The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear 

the word of the Lord.    

The Jews were filled with jealousy and they contradicted what was spoken by Paul 

Since the Jews rejected the message, the believers would now turn to the Gentiles 

When the Gentiles heard this they were glad and praised the word of the Lord  

Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the region 
 

But the Jews incited others and stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas 

They drove them out but Paul and Barnabas shook the dust off their feet  

They left with joy and with the Holy Spirit 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) How can we better identify leaders in our church? 

2) Where do we need to start our proclamations of the Gospel? 

3) What resistance do we experience when sharing the good news?     
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 14 

The same thing occurred in Iconium and Lystra 

The residents of the city were divided and some sided with the Jews and some with the apostles 

After they proclaimed the good news and made disciples they returned to these other places 

There they strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them in their faith 

It is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God 

They appointed elders for them in each church 

With prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord  



They were commended to the grace of God for the work that they had completed 

They called the church together and related all that God had done with them 

They talked about how God had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) We do not suffer persecution but we know suffering.  How do we put it into perspective? 

2) They gathered to be strengthened and encouraged in the faith.  How do we do that? 

3) Time was spent offering thanks to God and for one another.  When do we do that? 

   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 15 

Paul and Barnabas had a debate with the leaders who wanted the laws to be followed 

Unless you are circumcised according to the law of Moses, you cannot be saved 

Some were appointed to go to Jerusalem to discuss the question with the apostles and the elders 

They were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders 

They reported all that God had done with them 

But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and restated the law 

The apostles and elders met together to discuss the matter 
 

Peter then spoke – 

He was the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news 

God gave the Gentiles the gift of the Holy Spirit 

God cleansed their hearts by faith and made no distinction between them and us 
 

Why are we putting God to the test? 

We believe we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus just as they will 
 

The whole assembly kept silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul  

James spoke –  

God looked favorably on the Gentiles and this agrees with the words of the prophets 

He reached the decision that they should not trouble those Gentiles turning to God  

A letter should be written to them to abstain from those things polluted by idols 
 

The apostles and elders (with the consent of the whole church) decided to choose men from 

among their members and to send them to Antioch with the letter.  So they were sent off and 

when they gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter.   

When its members read it, they rejoiced at the exhortation 

Those who were sent said much to encourage and strengthen the believers 

After they were there for some time, they were sent off in peace by the believers 
 

Paul and Barnabas returned to visit the believers in every city where they proclaimed the word of 

the Lord to see how they were doing.  But a new conflict arose – 

Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark 

But Paul did not want to take one who had deserted them and did not accompany them 

The disagreement became so sharp that they parted company 

 

 

 



Questions to ponder 

1) What was the most difficult church conflict that you have experienced? 

2) How was the situation handled? 

3) What did you learn from the experience?  How do we put the Lord to the test? 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 16 

As they went from town to town they delivered to the people (for observance) the decisions that 

had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem.  So the churches were 

strengthened in the faith and increased in numbers daily. 
 

They were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia 

Paul saw in a vision a man of Macedonia so he was convinced that God called them there 

On the sabbath day they went outside the gate by the river and they spoke to Lydia 

The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said my Paul 

She and her household were baptized 
 

They returned to the place of prayer where they met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 

She brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune telling and followed Paul around 

Paul was very annoyed and (in the name of Jesus Christ) ordered the spirit out of her 

The owners (whose hope of making money just got destroyed) dragged them out 

The crowds joined in attacking them so they were stripped and beaten with rods 

They threw them into prison (in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in stocks) 

Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God  

Prisoners were listening to them 

An earthquake immediately opened the prison doors but all stayed in place 

They spoke the word of the Lord to the jailer and to all who were in his house 

The entire family was baptized without delay 
 

Paul asked for an apology before they were cast out of the city 

Before they departed they went back to the home of Lydia to see and encourage them 

 

Questions to ponder 

1)   When has the Holy Spirit prevented us from doing something we felt called to do? 

2)   What do we do when we are annoyed with someone? 

3)   How are we to stand up for ourselves in light of God’s love for us? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 17 

For three days Paul argued from the scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for 

the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead 

Once again some were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas 

But the Jews became jealous and they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar 

Paul and Silas left for Beroea and went to their Jewish synagogue 

These Jews were more receptive than those in Thessalonica 

They welcomed the message very eagerly and examined the scriptures every day 



But when the Jews of Thessalonica learned that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul in 

Beroea as well, they came there too in order to stir up and incite the crowds 
 

Paul went to Athens and was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of idols 

The Athenians wanted to know about this new teaching 

All the Athenians would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new 
 

Paul spoke – 

He affirmed them for their extremely religious ways  

What they worshiped as unknown, Paul proclaimed to be God through Christ  

God has overlooked the times of human ignorance 

Now he commands all people (everywhere) to repent 

He has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) What do we do with those who are always opposed to what we want to do? 

2) Jealousy seems to play an important role in dissension.  How do we curb our jealousies? 

3) What are our thoughts about the fixed day? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 18 

In Corinth Paul stayed with Aquila and they worked together by trade – tentmakers 

Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and try to convince the Jews and Greeks 

When they opposed and reviled him he shook the dust from his clothes and went to the Gentiles 

Many of the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were baptized 

Speak and do not be silent – for I am with you 

He stayed for 18 months teaching the word of God among them 

Gallio would not enter into the debate with the Jews to prosecute Paul  
 

Paul went to Jerusalem and greeted the church  

He departed from there and traveled to other places to strengthen the disciples 

The ministry of Apollos  

Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and explained the way of God to him more accurately 

The believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him 

He powerfully refuted the Jews in public –  

showing by the Scriptures that the Messiah is Jesus 

 

Questions to ponder 

1) In what context are we returning to the concept of tentmakers? 

2) How do we know when God is speaking to us? 

3) How does the church correct its teachings? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayers – 

 


