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Chapter 1 

The author continues the story from his accounts in the Gospel of Luke  

Before his ascension … 

Jesus instructs the disciples to stay in Jerusalem 

They are to wait for the promise of the Father  

By the power of the Holy Spirit they will baptize and be witnesses of the gospel message  
 

While they wait …  

They are constantly devoting themselves to prayer 

They preach and teach and interpret the Scriptures  

Votes are taken for new leadership 

 

Questions to ponder  

1)   How does our church reflect the gospel message? 

2)   How effective are we in praying, preaching, teaching, and interpreting Scripture? 

3)   What could we do to more effectively develop new leadership? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 2 

The chapter describes the coming of the Holy Spirit 

Peter is one of the head leaders of the developing church  

He preaches and teaches and interprets the Scriptures (following the pattern of Chapter 1) 

Structure of a sermon  

Old Testament lesson gives reference to the Spirit 

Everything is within the context of Christ’s death and resurrection 

He consistently proclaims that Christ is the Messiah 
 

After hearing the Word people came forward to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Devoted to teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers 

Awe came upon everyone 

They had all things in common 

Distributed the proceeds to all    Outreach 

Spent time together in the temple    Worship  

Broke bread at home     Communion  

Ate with glad and generous hearts   Fellowship  

Praised God and had the goodwill of all the people  Prayer  

 

Questions to ponder 

1)   How would you describe the work of the Holy Spirit in our church? 

2)   Where does baptism fit in our liturgy? 

3)   How would you prioritize what we do in our church? 



Chapter 3 

Peter healed a crippled beggar 

Peter preached a more challenging sermon  

God glorified Jesus whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate  

You killed the Author of life 

You acted in ignorance as did also your rulers 
 

Invitation to repent 

Connects the prophets of the Old Testament to Christ 

Leaves the people with a sense of hope 

 

Questions to ponder 

1)   Is there a role in the church for fire and brimstone sermons? 

2)   What constitutes a bad sermon? 

3)   What constitutes a good sermon? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 4 

Both Peter and John teach and preach 

They are challenged by those in authority who do not want the gospel to be spread 

Peter does not back down from his witness 

He is ordered not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus Christ 

But those in authority cannot keep them from speaking 

Once released, Peter and John went to their friends and reported the exchange 

Everyone prayed for the ability to speak the Word of God with boldness 

Everything was held in common  

They gave testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

They distributed to each as any had need 

 

Questions to ponder 

1)   In what ways can our church better spread the gospel message? 

2)   What is the role of prayer in our church? 

3)   Who needs our care and attention right now? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 5 

In caring for others, Ananias kept back some of the proceeds  

His sin was that he lied to the Holy Spirit  

Ananias and Sapphira both died when confronted with their lie (out of fear) 

Signs / wonders were done among the people for the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits 

Jealousy drove the high priest to arrest the apostles 

But while in prison the prison doors were miraculously opened 

They went to the temple to teach  

Peter bore witness to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

Gamaliel  If of God you will not be able to overthrow them 

The apostles did not ceases to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah 



Questions to ponder 

1)   How does the church understand the fear of the Lord? 

2)   How does jealousy play a role in the church now?  

3)   Do we have examples that indicate that if it is of God then it will be? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 6 

Widows were neglected in the daily distribution of food 

There needed to be a division of labor and of tasks  Formation of Committees! 

Some would care for the widows 

Others would devote themselves to prayer and serving the word 

Leadership roles needed to be determined and chosen  

Back to another reality  Stephen is arrested 

 

Questions to ponder 

1)   Does our committee structure reflect the needs of the people and community? 

2)   How do we determine the gifts of others?   

3)   Is there a more effective way to foster leadership in our members? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayers – 

 

For the church 

 

 

 

 

For the world 

 

 

 

 

For those in need 

 

 

 

 

In thanksgiving  

 

 

 

 

For the faithful departed  

 

 


