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Song of Song’s 

 

Overview: 

Song of Songs, Song of Solomon, and Canticle of Canticles are the many names this 

collection of lyrical love poems have been given through the centuries. Thought to be written 

around the third century B.C.E due to its linguistic style, this dates the book almost a thousand 

years beyond the life of King Solomon. Although thought by many to be written by Solomon 

himself, it is likely only attributed to him or written in his linguistic style. However, scholars 

determine that this attribution to Solomon gave this book its place in both the Hebrew and 

Christian canon.   

Song of Songs is unique in that for a book of scripture, it never names God. For this 

reason, many in the early church read this text as allegory. Most modern scholars, however, 

encourage readers to understand these poems in one of two ways. The first, as a collection of 

love stories that affirm the true love God's people can hold for one another. A love beyond 

simply outward affection but one of mutual commitment, faithfulness, and respect. Second, 

scholars call the reader to see God's love for God's people outpoured in these eight short sections. 

Identifying God and humanity in the bride and groom's place, one can see a depth of love 

appropriate to that of God and humanity.   

Regardless of how one reads this text, its words tell a story of deep love. Be that love 

between man and women, human and human, or God and creation, the story effectively 

expresses the relational aspects that are possible for humanity and the Divine. From courtship to 

marriage to after the marriage, the example of this love categorizes the text as Wisdom literature 

which helps one understand the basics of human life and how we are to interact with God and 

God's people.  

 

General Outline:  

The outline of Song of Songs is not portrayed in exact chronological order but can better be 

understood in meetings or sagas.  

Title – 1:1 – The book is attributed to Solomon.   

The First Meeting – 1:2 – 2:7 – From the bride, we hear a longing to be with her love. We get a 

sense of self-doubt as if she is conscious of a difference in status or standing. Yet the 

bridegroom's response is one of the utmost praise and admiration. The reassured bride then 

responds the same paise.   

Discussion: How can we relate this interaction between humanity and God? What Wisdom does 

this offer for our own human interaction among one another – The Eighth Commandment?    
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The Second Meeting – 2:8 – 3:5 – The bride waits in longing for her bridegroom to arrive. She 

proclaims the joy it will be to be together once again. These longings last both day and night as 

we hear the language of the bride searching for her bridegroom.   

Discussion: How do we long for God's presence? How do we long for relationship with our 

loved ones and neighbors, especially after this time of pandemic?  

The Third Meeting – 3:6 – 5:1 – The bridegroom finally arrives in a large and radiant way. He 

expresses his love for his bride, describing her beauty. The bridegroom continues by using 

location imagery of peaks and gardens to describe the beauty he sees in his bridegroom.   

Discussion: In what ways does God express God's love for God's people through creation? How 

do we express our admiration for those whom we care for in our lives?  

The Fourth Meeting - 5:2 – 6:3 – The fourth meeting or saga begins with a dream from the bride. 

In this dream, she is unable or unwilling to open the door for her bridegroom but then searches 

for him throughout Jerusalem. This section continues with the bride expressing the attributes of 

her bridegroom – attributes of strength, power, and wealth.   

Discussion: Have you ever felt yourself searching for God? Have you ever described God?  

The Fifth Meeting - 6:4 – 8:4 – In this final movement, the bridegroom once again sings his 

praises for his true love. More significant than his queens and concubines – his one true love. 

The bridegroom describes his spouse's attributes once more, and the bride sings thanks for his 

affection – equating this to familial love.   

The Literary Climax – 8:5-7 – Here, the bride and bridegroom's love is expressed once and for 

all. A permanent expression for all to behold – "a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, 

for love is strong as death, passion fierce as the grave… Many waters cannot quench love, 

neither can floods drown it."   

Discussion: In what ways is God's love marked as a seal upon our hearts? How do we present/ 

honor such love with those we meet and interact with?   

The Conclusion – 8:8-14 – In the conclusion of this chapter, in verses 8-10, we read what seems 

like a cryptic message that does not seem to go with the rest of the book. In fact, most scholars 

agree its language is symbolic, but there is no definite understanding of its meaning. In verses 

11-14, we find one final plea and call to be united.   

Discussion: How do we actively wait for God, and in what way do we wait in excitement with 

our neighbors? 

  

 

 

   


