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Bible Study  

November 17, 2021  

  

As you work through our focus passages this week, notice how Paul moves from the 

apparent sin of the people to reminding and affirming the justification they receive through 

Christ and what living out this new justified life entails.    

Romans 2:1-16   

Considering the literary context of the opening chapters, we see Paul calling out the sins 

of the people. In chapter one, we hear as he mentions sins like lust, malice, envy, murder, strife, 

and deceit. Then moving into our focus passage, we see Paul focuses on the sin of judgment. He 

warns of the danger of judging others as each time one judges, they condemn themselves.  

Writing to a mainly Jewish-Christian audience, we see as Paul delineates between the sins of the 

Jewish people under the law and the sins of the Gentile under that of nature. Paul makes clear 

that those who know the law will be judged under it, and those who do not know the law will be 

judged on the basis of their heart. Paul is clear though, whether one sins under the law or under 

nature, all will be judged by God.   

  

• Vss. 1-4: Paul reminds the Jewish believers that they should not judge the Gentile 

believers as they too commit the same sins and will themselves be judged by God.   

 

• Vss. 5-11: Paul states that God will judge both the Jews and Gentiles on their actions. 

Those who act out of selflessness will be rewarded, but those who act selfishly will be 

condemned. 

 

• Vss. 12-16: Paul proclaims that both Jews and Gentiles will be judged equally. The Jews 

will be judged under the law of Moses, which they have received, and the Gentiles will 

be judged under the law of nature or that which is in their hearts.   

  

Question: Admittedly, this is one of the more difficult sections of Romans, as we hear nothing 

but judgment on God’s people (where's the grace? - it’s coming). How do we understand Paul’s 

law-centric discussion on judgment for the Jewish believers – is Paul's premise generally not that 

of not being reliant on the law.   
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Romans 2:17-3:8  

In this second section of chapter two, we see Paul move from external judgment from 

God to internal judgment and a sort of self-evaluation of one's actions.   Paul calls the reader to 

evaluate one's actions and determine if they practice what they preach. Paul reminds the reader 

that one's external appearance can say one thing, but it’s the actions of one's heart that matter. 

Moving into the third chapter, Paul reminds the Jewish believers that their actions and true 

beliefs of their hearts are what teach people of God.  

  

• Vss. 17-20: Paul talks about how the Jewish believers feel they have knowledge under 

the law, and because of this, they feel they should direct others in the right path of the 

law.  

 

• Vss. 21-24: The Jewish believers teaching under the law falls short because they 

themselves do not obey the law and their own teaching, as such degrading the word of 

God.   

 

• Vss. 25-29: Paul teaches that although circumcised, one's actions are what matter. Even if 

one is circumcised under the law but does not follow the law, then it is as if one is 

uncircumcised. The true follower of God is one who lives out God’s teachings for God 

and not for the praise of others.  

 

• Ch. 3 Vss. 1-8: Paul reminds the Jewish believers that this is their call to know the law. 

To truly share their knowledge of God and live out the law in right action to those around 

them.   

Question: How can we take Paul's comments to the Jewish believers of the first century and 

reflect on them in our own lives. What are those things we know scripture proclaims, and we tell 

others about but that we fall short in living out in our own lives?   

   

Romans 3:21-31  

Up until now, in our journey through Paul’s letter to the Romans, we have witnessed a 

picture being drawn of God that is cold and distant. Thankfully, the first two chapters were just a 

long-winded browbeating on Paul's part, and we finally get some grace. In the latter part of this 

third chapter, Paul shares the good news of God’s grace. Being that all fall short, thank heavens 

for our atonement through the blood of Christ, as Paul states. It is through one's faith in Christ 

Jesus that ALL are justified – both Jew and Gentile. Through Christ, the law that has been the 
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topic of conversation for the last two chapters is then explained to not be abolished but rather 

fulfilled.   

• Vss. 21-26: Paul reminds the Church in Rome that God’s gracious justification of sinners, 

both Jew and Gentile, is not because of the work of the law but through Christ's sacrifice 

on the cross – the atonement through Christ’s blood. 

   

• Vss. 27-31: Paul reminds the church that boasting of the law is excluded. Rather it is not 

by the work of the law that ALL are justified but through faith. The law is indeed upheld.    

Question: What would our understanding of God and our relationship with God look like if Paul 

had never written beyond chapter 2?     

 

Romans 12:1-13  

In this twelfth chapter of Romans, we get into Paul’s lessons on the practical application of 

living into one's through Christ and living a spirit-led life. Paul asks the people not to waste this 

gift from God and not think too highly of themselves. Instead, be sober in judgment, and use 

one’s unique gifts, which God has given to live out one’s life of faith. For the mark of a Christian 

is to live one’s life in such a way as to “let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 

good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in 

zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.”  

• Vss. 1-2: Paul gives the church direction on how to live one’s life of faith - holy and 

blameless giving one’s self as a sacrifice to God that is acceptable and perfect.   

 

• Vss. 3-8: Paul reminds the church not to boast but to remember that each person has been 

given a gift to serve and to live into that gift from God.   

 

• Vss. 9-13: Paul then tells of what the mark of a Christian should be – love, patients, 

honor, etc.    

 

Question: Is there anything you would add to Paul’s list of attributes of a Christian?   


