
Acts 15:1-35 

Law vs. Grace 

 

In our focus passage from Acts we see not only the first council of the early church 

taking place but perhaps the first argument between church leaders as well.  Superseded by other 

more familiar councils like that of Nicaea, Constantinople, and Chalcedon – this early church 

meeting of the apostles and early church leaders shows some of the growing pains the church 

experienced as they embraced and lived out Christ’s teachings.  We see the timeless argument 

from some of the Pharisees gathered of “well, that how we’ve always done it” favoring that of 

the Law and circumcision verses Peter and Paul's more Christ centered and grace filled approach 

to acceptance and salvation.  

 
General Outline: 

• Vss. 1-2: Paul and Barnabas receive Pharisaic leaders come from Judea to the Church in 

Antioch (largest concentration of Gentile Christians) and brought news of the need for 

circumcision in order to be members of the church and for the sake of salvation.  
• Vss. 3-5: Paul and Barnabas disagree and travel to Jerusalem to meet with other church 

leaders. The point of circumcision is made again by the Pharisees. 
• Vss. 6-11: Peter argues that God’s grace poured out through Christ and the Holy Spirit is 

all that believers need to be to saved – “On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved 

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 
• Vss. 12-21: The leader of the church listen to Paul and Barnabas describe the work of the 

Spirit among the people in Antioch and a decision is made among the early leaders that 

circumcision is not necessary for new believers.  
• Vss. 22-35: A delegation was elected to bring this news to the believers in Antioch along 

with Paul and Barnabas.  The letter/ decision was read, and Paul and Barnabas remained 

preaching the to the people.  
 

Question: 

What are some examples in our modern church context of those “well, that how we’ve always 

done it” moments verses relying on Christ’s teaching and God’s grace to lead us? Who have we 

excluded from our church because of this mentality? 

 

Galatians 3:1-14 and 3:19-29 

Law vs. Faith 

 

 In our focus passage from Galatians, we see the angry side of Paul.  He is disappointed 

with the church in Galatia for falling back into the practice of relying on the Law rather than 

their Faith in Christ. He again reminds them that it is not through the works of the Law that they 

are justified before God but rather by their faith in Jesus.  Like a good teacher, he shares with 

them that before Christ, or before the faith came (as Paul puts it), people were guarded under the 

law, and it directed their paths like a disciplinarian.  Thanks to Christ, however, the law, 

although still a guide is no longer a disciplinarian – it is not used to justify someone’s life.  

Rather, Paul explains, as disciple of Christ we are justified through our faith in Jesus – a faith 

that was offered to all God’s people and a faith that unites each of as one.  

 



General Outline:  

• Vss. 1-5: Paul confronts the church in Galatia on their reliance on the Law.  Asking 

them pointed questions about receiving the Spirit and whether it was the Spirit or the 

Law that offers them blessings in their life.  

• Vss. 6-14: Paul reminds them that just as Abraham believed so to is it through their 

faith that they are justified - not through works but simply through their faith in Jesus 

who through his death brought this blessing (referred to that of Abraham) to all 

Gentiles. 

• Vss. 19-29: Paul explains the previous purpose of the law was to be that of a guide 

and a disciplinarian – he equates the law as a guardian keeping people on the right 

path.  Through Christ, however, the law is no longer a disciplinarian but rather we are 

justified through our faith in Christ.  Likewise, through Christ, we are all made one as 

children of God.  The Law does not define us but rather our faith and relationship with 

Christ and God’s people. 

 

Question: 

We like the Galatians can often fall into the trap of holding fast to our work rather than relying 

on our faith in Christ.  We’re quick to either praise or ridicule ourselves because of what we have 

or have not done.  What are some ways that we can always remember to rely on our faith in 

Christ and not worry about those things that we have either done or failed to do.      

 

Galatians 5:1-15 

Freedom in Christ 

 

In this focus passage from the fifth chapter of Galatians Paul makes one last effort to argue 

against the teachings of the Judaizers and teach a message of grace. Judaizers where Jewish 

Christians who still held fast to Levitical teaching of the law.  In the first fifteen verses of this 

chapter he pleads – Listen! - through Christ you have been made free of the overarching burden 

of the law.  Paul reminds them that no longer is circumcision the mark of their belief in God but 

rather now, their faith is that identifier.  They are bound not to the law but to Christ and one 

another.  

 

General Outline: 

• Vss. 1-6: Paul reminds the Galatians they are made free through Christ.  Free from the 

burdens of the law and all that it requires like circumcision. 

• Vss. 7-12: Paul pleads to the Galatians to not let the Judaizers confuse their 

understanding of the gift that Christ offered.  Ending with not so nice words.   

• Vss. 13-15:  Through Christ, and the freedom Christ offers, we are to be “servants to 

one another.”  Reminding them of the command of Christ to, “love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

 

Question: 

How can we more fully live into our freedom in Christ and what does that look like?  

 
 


