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Bible 101   
Gospel of Luke, Part I 

(Chapter 1 verse 1 through Chapter 19 verse 27)` 
October 26, 2022 

 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
 
Important sections to read 
 

• Luke 1:5-80 = Angel announces that Elizabeth and Mary will be the mothers of John the 
Baptizer and Jesus, birth of John 

• Luke 2:1-52 = Birth of Jesus, presentation in Temple, 12-year old Jesus with the teachers 
in the Temple 

• Luke 5:17-26  = Jesus heals paralytic, question of authorityLuke 9:21-22, 9:44-45, and 
18:31-34  = Jesus foretells his death and resurrection 

• Luke 9:28-36 = Transfiguration 

• Luke 10:25-37 = Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 
Authorship/Time period/Audience 
 
The introductions of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles (generally shortened to  
Acts) state that they are a two-volume account of the early church and were written by the 
same author.  Scholars refer to these two books collectively as Luke-Acts.  We will follow the 
tradition that the author of Luke-Acts was Luke, the companion of St. Paul, although many 
scholars dispute this. 
 
The gospel was probably written in the period 80-90 CE, which places it after Mark and around 
the same time as the Gospel of Matthew.  Luke relied on Mark for his narrative of Jesus’ 
ministry in Galilee and his trial and death in Jerusalem.  Luke’s Greek is very good, and his 
skillful writing comes through in our English translations. 
 
Like the Gospel of Mark, the primary audience of the Gospel of Luke were the members of the 
early church that came from the Greek-Roman communities.  We know this because many 
places Luke will insert explanatory material that certain events were done in accordance “with 
the Law of Moses” or followed the Jewish customs of that time. 
 
This document is Part I of the Bible 101 study of the Gospel of Luke.  It covers the material from 
the opening through the conclusion of Jesus’ Galilean ministry in Chapter 19 verse 27.  
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Luke’s Symbol 

 
The ox is the traditional symbol of Luke.  The ox was a common sacrificial 
animal and Luke highlights the sacrifice of Jesus.  
 
[Image is from a set of stained-glass windows at Saint Bernard Catholic Church, 
Corning, Ohio. In the public domain -- Wikimedia Commons] 

 
 

 
Structure of the Gospel 
 
Of the four Gospels, Luke is the one that provides the most complete information on the life of 
Jesus.  Below is a high-level outline of the text covered in this Part I. 
 

1.  Introduction, Chapter 1 verses 1-4:  The author states that his purpose is to “provide 
an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among us.”  He also names  
his sponsor, “most excellent Theophilus” of whom we have no other information. 
 

2. Births of John the Baptizer and Jesus, Chapter 1 verses 5-80 and all of Chapter 2.  
The angel Gabriel appears to the priest Zechariah and tells him that he and his wife 
Elizabeth will be the parents of John the Baptizer.  Gabriel then appears to Mary to 
tell her that she will be the mother of Jesus.   Chapter 1 verses 57-80 is the story of 
the birth of John and Zechariah’s oracle. 
 
Chapter 2 verses 1-20 is Luke’s beloved Nativity story with the angel chorus and 
shepherds.  Jesus is named on the eighth day after his birth (verse 21).  Following 
the “Law of Moses”, Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the Temple to conduct the 
prescribed purification rites and present the baby to the Lord.  There they meet two 
prophets, Simeon and Anna, who proclaim Jesus as fulfilling Messianic prophecies 
(Chapter 2 verses 22-38). 
 
Luke has the only story in the Gospels from Jesus’ childhood (Chapter 2 verses 41-
52).  The setting is a pilgrimage to Jerusalem by a twelve-year old Jesus and  his 
parents.  On the return trip to Nazareth, Mary and Joseph lose track of Jesus.  After 
searching for him among their relatives, they find him in the Temple.  Jesus is 
engaged in conversation with the teachers in the Temple, who “were amazed at his 
understanding and answers (verse 46)”.   
 
Luke concludes Chapter 2 with the cryptic statement in verse 51:  “And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.”     
 

3. Prelude to Ministry:  Chapter 3 verses 1-20  is Luke’s account of the ministry of John 
the Baptizer and verses 21-22 is the baptism of Jesus.   Luke tells the story of Jesus’ 
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temptation in Chapter 4 verses 1-13. 
 
As a side note, Chapter 3 verse 23 states that Jesus was about 30 years old when he 
began his public ministry.  The Gospel of John has Jesus and the disciples 
participating in three of the annual Jewish festival cycles.  The combination of these 
two pieces of information results in the conclusion that Jesus’ public ministry 
occurred when he was between 30 and 33 years old. 
 

4. Galilean Ministry:  The core of Luke, like Matthew and Mark, is the ministry of Jesus 
in the Jewish towns of Galilee and the surrounding Greek and Samaritan 
communities and is told in Chapter 4 verse 14 through Chapter 19 verse 27. 
 
Luke’s account of the Galilean ministry generally follows the narratives in Mark and 
Matthew.  Like Mark and Matthew, Luke describes the journeys of Jesus and his 
disciples, Jesus’ miracles of healing, and his teaching the disciples and the people 
that followed him. Luke also includes the pivotal accounts of Jesus foretelling his 
death, and resurrection (Chapter 9 verses 21-22. Chapter 9 verses 44-45. and 
Chapter 18 verses 31-34) and the Transfiguration (Chapter 9 verses 28-36). 
 
In places, Luke adds his own material, such as the parable of the Good Samaritan.  
Please refer to a commentary of the Gospel of Luke for a detailed comparison of 
Luke to the other three Gospels. 
 
One of the threads in Luke’s account of the Galilean ministry is that the scribes and 
Pharisees also follow Jesus and engage in pointed disputes about Jesus’ authority 
and interpretations of the Law.   
 
A representative story of the tension between Jesus and his opponents is in Chapter 
5 verses 17-26.  A man suffering from paralysis is brought before Jesus.  Before 
taking action, Jesus tells the man that his sins are forgiven.  The Pharisees and 
teachers of the Law that were at the scene are incensed and accuse Jesus of 
blasphemy.   To demonstrate his authority Jesus then commands the man to take up 
his bed and return home—and immediately the man stands up and praises God.  
Luke records that the crowds are amazed but does not write about the reaction of 
the scribes and Pharisees—we can assume that they were irate. 
 

Major Themes  
 
As described above, the Gospel of Luke is a mix of material in common with Mark and 
Matthew, material unique to Luke, and told through Luke’s Greek cultural lens.  This section 
explores some themes that set Luke apart from the other Gospels. 
 
Luke’s portrayal of Jesus 
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In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is portrayed in many dimensions.  Titles given to Jesus in Luke 
include Lord, Christ, Teacher, Savior, Son of Man, and Son of God.  The compassion of Jesus is 
shown through his many healing miracles and teachings.  Yet, Jesus also has the courage to 
confront the religious leaders over issues of authority and the true meaning of the Law.  The 
events of Holy Week show Jesus submitting to a shameful death on the cross and then, in the 
final verses of Luke, the risen Christ ascending to heaven. 
  
Early reference to Holy Spirit 
 
The opening chapters of Luke have a series of references to the Holy Spirit.  Using modern 
literary terms, this can be seen as a foreshadowing of the work of Luke’s accounts of the Holy 
Spirit in Acts.  Here are some of the citations of the Holy Spirit in Luke: 
 

• When the angel Gabriel tells Zechariah that he and Elizabeth would be the parents of 
John the Baptizer, he says that “even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit” (Chapter 1 verse 15). 
 

• In Chapter 1 verse 35 Gabriel explains to Mary that she will conceive a child by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and that he will be called the Son of God. 
 

• Also in Chapter 1 verses 39-45 is the story of Mary, carrying the unborn Jesus visiting 
Elizabeth, who was carrying John.  When the two greet each other, Elizabeth is filled 
with the Holy Spirit and blesses Mary. 

 

• Chapter 3 is about the ministry and proclamations of John the Baptizer.  In verse 16, 
John foretells the coming of Jesus and that “he (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.” 
 

• The next scene in Chapter 3 is the baptism of Jesus and verse 22 states that the Holy 
Spirit descends on him in form of a dove. 
 

• Immediately after Jesus rejects the temptations posed by the devil, Chapter 4 verse 14 
records:  “Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country.” 

 
Poetry in Luke 
 
Below are three poetic texts from Luke.  They have been cast in liturgies, hymns, and choral 
works. 
 
 Magnificat, Mary’s song of praise receiving the blessing of Elizabeth, Chapter 1 verses 
46-55: 
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
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for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
 Zechariah’s Oracle After the Birth of John the Baptizer, Chapter 1 verses 68-79: 
 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
and has remembered his holy covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
to grant us  that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear,  in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
 Nunc Dimittis, Simeon’s Song of Praise After Seeing the Baby Jesus,  
            Chapter 2 verses 29-32: 
 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
Women and Other Marginalized People in Luke 
 
The Gospel of Luke, more than any other Gospel, is noted for its favorable treatment and 
others outside of the patriarchal Jewish society of the first century CE.  Other than women, the 
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marginalized included Samaritans, the occupying Romans, the tax collectors who collaborated 
with the Roman government, victims of leprosy, others with diseases, those possessed by 
demons, and “sinners”.   
 
Below are some examples where Luke highlights women and the marginalized: 
 

• In Chapter 1, Elizabeth and Mary are central characters in the stories leading up to the 
births of John and Jesus, respectively. 
 

• In the story of the presentation of Jesus at the Temple, the two prophetic roles are filled 
by Simeon and Anna. 
 

• Chapter 7 verses 7-10 is the story of the centurion, an officer in the Roman army, who 
comes to Jesus and asks for healing of his slave.  Jesus agrees to the request and when 
they approach the house, the centurion tells Jesus that they do not need to enter 
because the centurion tells Jesus that as a military officer he understands the power of 
command.  Jesus is amazed at the centurion’s statement and tells the crowd that were 
following them:  “... not even in Israel, have I found such faith.”  
 

• Luke records, in Chapter 8 verses 1-3, that Mary Magdalene, Joanna, wife of Herod’s 
steward, Susanna and others provided for Jesus and the disciples “out of their own 
resources.” 
 

• The parable of the Good Samaritan is in Chapter 10 verses 25-37.  A key piece of 
background information is that stories of that time had as stock characters a trio of a 
priest, Levite, and Israelite.  One modern analog are the many jokes that start with a 
priest, pastor, and rabbi walking into a bar.  Jesus’ replacement of the Israelite with a 
Samaritan as the hero would have shocked his listeners. 
 

• Chapter 17 verses 11-19 tells of Jesus healing ten men that are afflicted by leprosy.  
After Jesus healed them, only the Samaritan returns and praises Jesus.   
 

• The parable of the Pharisee and tax collector praying in the Temple is told in Chapter 18 
verses 9-14.  Jesus condemns the self-righteousness of the Pharisee and extols the 
humility and repentance of the tax collector. 

 
Preview of Part II 
 
Part II will cover the remaining events in the earthly life of Jesus.  Using the church calendar 
names, Part II covers Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, and the Ascension. 
 


