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Bible 101   
Ezekiel 

June 8, 2022 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Important sections to read 
 Ezek. ch. 1-3 = vision of God in His chariot; the call of Ezekiel 
 Ezek. 11:17-20 and Ezek. 36:22-28 = a new heart and a new spirit from God 
 Ezek. 34:11-16 = God as the good shepherd 
 Ezek. 37:1-14 = Valley of Dry Bones 
 

Time period/Authorship 
 
Ezekiel was a priest in Judah when he and some other religious leaders, political leaders, skilled 
craftsmen, and the young Davidic king Jehoiachin were deported to Babylon in 597 BCE after 
the Babylonians had conquered Judah. When the Babylonians destroyed the city of Jerusalem 
and its Temple 586 BCE, another wave of leaders and citizens were taken to Babylon. Ezekiel 
received the call from God to be His prophet a few years after arriving in Babylon and he did 
not return to Jerusalem after 538 BCE when King Cyrus of Persia encouraged people to return. 
 
Ezekiel was active in the latter half of the prophet Jeremiah’s activity in Judah. 
 
Scholars disagree if the book contains the exact words of Ezekiel but there is agreement that it 
reflects the messages of Ezekiel the prophet. His oral messages were written down by others 
and the book was edited by his followers and others over many years. 
 
There are five main sections: 

• Ch. 1-3: the call of Ezekiel 

• Ch. 4-24: oracles/judgments against Jerusalem and Israel 

• Ch. 25-32: oracles/judgments against foreign nations 

• Ch. 33-39: promises of restoration 

• Ch. 40-48: the vision of a reestablished Temple and order in Jerusalem and in Israel 
 
(When Ezekiel refers to “Israel,” he is speaking at first of those who were deported from Judah 
(the Southern Kingdom) and then of the land as a whole -- not just the Northern Kingdom as 
the name is used in some earlier books in the Old Testament.) 
 
Judgment on the people and the nation 
 
God’s people have become complacent over the centuries since God had made covenants with 
their ancestors. They think God will protect them and the land no matter what else happens. 
 

• They believe they were God’s chosen people. 
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• They believe they had inherited the land God had given to their ancestors. 

• They believe that God had promised that a descendant of King David would always be 
on the throne in Jerusalem. 

• They believe that the Temple in Jerusalem was the only suitable place for worship of 
God. 

 
But it is God’s judgment, conveyed by Ezekiel to the people, that their disobedience, the 
disobedience of their kings, and their idolatrous ways especially in the Temple have broken the 
promises in those covenants. They also have not followed God’s commands for social justice. 
So, God’s judgment is justified; He will not protect them, the Temple, or the land. 
 
Ezekiel the prophet 
 
The name “Ezekiel” means “God is strong” or “God strengthens.”  
 
Just as Isaiah and Jeremiah did, Ezekiel first judges the people and other nations on behalf of 
God but then prophesies the “good news” that God would restore His people out of His 
compassion and love for them. 
 
However, Ezekiel’s message of judgment/restoration is different in three respects: 

• He focuses, from his perspective as a priest, on the holiness of God and God’s name as 
well as the holiness of the land, the city of Jerusalem, and the Temple. 

• He focuses on the individual’s responsibility, rather than that of the people as a whole, 
not to sin. 

• His promise of the hope of restoration from God does not apply to foreign nations. 
 
As a person, Ezekiel is a very different prophet-- but these differences don’t make his message 
less authentic. 

• He has very different visions: more elaborate and mysterious. A man-like figure and 
fearsome creatures appear in many of them. God leads Ezekiel around or the “spirit of 
the Lord” transports him from one location to another. 

• The ways in which God tells him how to act out His message to get the people to pay 
attention is much more dramatic. 

 
Some of Ezekiel’s visions 
 
When God speaks to Ezekiel in the visions, he addresses him 93 times as “Mortal” or as “Son of 
man” (depending on which translation is being read). The Hebrew word just means “human 
being,” which emphasizes Ezekiel’s humanity when compared to who God is. (The term here is 
very different from when Jesus uses the title translated as “Son of man” to refer to himself.) 
 
It is important to Ezekiel and to the others in Babylon that God speaks to Ezekiel in Babylon. 
God doesn’t reside only in the Temple in Jerusalem; He goes with His people where they go. 
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Chapters 1-3 contain the vision of God as a divine warrior who rides in a chariot drawn by four 
different living creatures, each with four faces and four wings; next to each creature there are 
wheels within wheels full of eyes. Many more details about the creatures, the chariot, and fire 
surrounding them are included. Ezekiel says he saw “the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” (The 
phrase “glory of the Lord” appears often when referring to God.) 
 

     
 
             https://www.jw.org/en/library/books/pure-worship/heavens/four-living-creatures/ 

 
 
It is during this vision that Ezekiel receives the call (Ezek. 2:3) from God to speak for God to His 
people. God gives Ezekiel a scroll which has “words of lamentation and mourning and woe” 
written on it; He tells Ezekiel to eat the scroll and then go to the people and speak those words 
of God to them (Ezek. 2:8--3:4). 
  
Chapter 8 is the vision of the abominations in the Temple in Jerusalem. All the idols being 
worshiped there are destroying the holiness of the Temple and are forcing God to abandon it. 
 
Chapter 9 is the vision of the slaughter of the idolators. God tells the man to put a mark on the 
forehead of those who are upset by the idolatry in the Temple to protect them when the other 
five men kill the idolators. 
 
After Cain killed his brother Abel, God cursed Cain but also put a “mark” on him to protect him 
(Gen. 4:15).  In Holy Baptism, the pastor makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the 
person being baptized and says, “_______, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 
 
Chapter 37:1-14 contains the familiar vision of the Valley of Dry Bones; it is also the basis for 
the spiritual “Dem Bones, Dem Dry Bones”. After God asks Ezekiel if the bones can live, He tells 
Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones: demanding that they listen to the word of the Lord and telling 
them they will be brought back to life after breath/spirit enters them. The breath of life here 
reminds us of when God breathed life into the man (Adam) He had created (Gen. 2:7). 
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Bringing the bones back to life is a 4-step process: first sinews connecting the bones, then flesh, 
then skin, then breath invoked from the four winds. In this vision, God is saying that he will give 
new life to Israel (Ezek. 37:11, 14): 

 
Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones 
are the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, 
‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we 
ourselves are cut off!  ...   
 

I will put My Spirit in you [Israel], and you shall 
live, and I will place you in your own land. Then 
you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
it and performed it,” says the Lord.’ ” 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Vision of the Valley of Dry  
Bones” by Gustave Doré 

 
 
Chapters 40-48 contain the vision of the restored Temple and the restored land. A man with a 
measuring rod shows Ezekiel what will be. The plans for the Temple complex reflect Ezekiel’s 
perspective as a priest; they are very precise, moving from the outer wall and outer courtyard 
inward to the altar. Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord fill the Temple (Ezek. 43:5). The Lord says 
that once again the Temple would be a holy place in a holy city in a holy land (Ezek. 43:7b): “No 
more shall the house of Israel defile My holy name, they nor their kings ...” It is important to 
know the difference between the holy and the unholy.  A mighty river, the river of life, is 
flowing from the threshold of the Temple out into the land (Ezek. 47:1-12) bringing healing to 
the earth, the seas, and the animals. 
 
Many of Ezekiel’s visions have mystical elements that give hints of the destruction of the whole 
world. The Book of Revelation is a prime example of such apocalyptic literature that gives vivid 
descriptions of the ending of the world; that New Testament book has many references to 
sections of the Book of Ezekiel. 
 
Some of Ezekiel’s “unusual” actions 
 
When God tells Ezekiel what to tell the people, God also tells him how to act to get the 
attention of the people.  
 
So that the people would understand that God would not save Jerusalem, he tells Ezekiel to 
draw a diagram of Jerusalem for the people on a brick (i.e., a clay tablet), add soldiers, and a 
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siege wall; then he is to add an iron plate between himself and the brick to represent a barrier 
symbolizing God’s inaction to save the city. (Ezek. 4:1-3) 
 
To dramatize the extent of the guilt of the Northern and Southern kingdoms, God tells Ezekiel 
to lie down for a number of days with each day representing a year of the peoples’ guilt: 
-- on his left side for 390 days to represent the guilt of the Northern Kingdom; and then, 
-- on his right side for 40 days to represent the guilt of the Southern Kingdom. (Ezek. 4:4-8) 
 
God tells Ezekiel to use a sword to shave his head and cut his beard (usually a sign of a priest 
who has lost his status); the cutting of hair is also a sign of mourning. Ezekiel is to divide his hair 
into thirds: the first third should be burned as a symbol of the end of the siege that gave 
Jerusalem to the Babylonians; the second third should be struck with a sword to represent the 
power of the Babylonians; the last third is scattered in the wind as a symbol of God’s people 
being dispersed. A few hairs should be saved and sewn into the hem of Ezekiel’s robe; one 
commentator said those hairs may represent the remnant of the people that would eventually 
be restored. (Ezek. 5:1-4) 
 
Although Ezekiel and some of the people of Jerusalem are already in exile in Babylon, God 
wants the people to understand that many more people from Jerusalem will be forced into 
exile (i.e., that God would not be rescuing His people this time). He tells Ezekiel to pack his 
baggage as if he were going into exile, to dig a hole through the wall at night as if he were trying 
to escape, and to cover his face so he couldn’t see where he is going -- and to make sure that all 
the people see what he is doing. God’s words once more indicate He will spare a remnant of His 
people: “But I will let a few of them escape”. (Ezek. 12:1-16) 
 
God’s promises of restoration 
 
Even as Ezekiel is giving God’s words of judgment to the people, God is also promising His 
people that He would not forget them; He says He will give them a new heart to replace their 
heart of stone and a new spirit but they must be obedient: 
 

Therefore say: Thus says the Lord God: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble 
you out of the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of 
Israel. When they come there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all its 
abominations. I will give them one heart and put a new spirit within them; I will remove 
the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, so that they may 
follow my statutes and keep my ordinances and obey them. Then they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God. (Ezek. 11:17-20) 

 
After Jerusalem and the Temple are destroyed, God tells Ezekiel to remind the people of the 
promise of restoration. The holiness of His name will be restored and so all nations will know 
that He is God. He says that He will give them a new heart to replace their heart of stone after 
they have been cleansed from all their idols; the people’s idolatrous ways inside and outside 
the Temple had been a major charge against them. A heart of stone is lifeless, just as were the 
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idols they worshipped. A heart of flesh would give them life, new life as in the vision of the 
valley of dry bones. God will give them a new spirit and they will be obedient to the ordinances 
in their covenant with God. 
 

Therefore say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O 
house of Israel, that I am about to act but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations to which you came. I will sanctify my great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations and which you have profaned among them, and 
the nations shall know that I am the Lord, says the Lord God, when through you I display 
my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you from all 
the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse 
you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you, and I will remove 
from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within 
you and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you 
shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors, and you shall be my people, and I will 
be your God. (Ezek. 36:22-28) 

 
Message of reassurance 
 
Many of the political rulers referred to themselves as shepherds for their people. Because most 
lived in an agrarian society, this image would be meaningful for the people.  
 
Jesus often referred to Himself as the Good Shepherd. But we already hear God telling His 
people in Elijah’s time that He will be their shepherd, still a reassuring message for us today. 
 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them out. As 
shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will sort out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries and bring them into their own land, and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will 
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 
down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strays, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice. (Ezek. 34:11-16) 

 
 


