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Bible 101:  Moses and the Exodus 
November 7, 2021 

Exodus chapters 1-4, 7-12 
 

Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Exodus 1-4 weaves together the big picture of Pharaoh’s intended genocide of the Hebrews and 
the story of Moses’s birth and calling to lead the Hebrews.  Important points are: 

• Pharaoh observes the growth of the Hebrews and fears that they will support an enemy 
nation.  Pharoah’s response to this threat is to kill the baby males of the Hebrews.  
Within a generation or two the Hebrews will lose their identity. 

• The extraordinary birth of Moses is a motif that we saw earlier in Genesis (Isacc, Joseph 
and Benjamin) and will continue in the Bible to the birth of Jesus. 

• In the story of the burning bush, we have two important events.  First, is the start of 
Moses role as prophet and leader.  Second. God announces a new name for Himself, 
cryptic “I AM Who I Am”, represented in English as YHWH.  Jewish tradition considers 
this as unpronounceable and will render it as “The Lord”. 
 

Chapter 4 concludes with Moses and his family, along with his brother Aaron, on the return trip 
to Egypt to confront Pharaoh. 
 
Discussion questions: 

• What did you find exciting or encouraging about these first stories of the Exodus? 

• Was there anything that was puzzling or confusing? 

• How would you describe Moses at this point in the Book of Exodus? 
 
Chapters 7-12 contain the story of the 10 plagues.  The first nine plagues are described in 
chapters 7-10.  Although each plague has its own story and characteristics, they can be 
summarized as nine repetitions or cycles of this framework: 

• The Lord tells Moses of what will happen next. 

• Moses comes to Pharaoh and demands that Pharaoh release the Hebrews and repeats 
God’s reaction if Pharaoh refuses. 

• Pharaoh refuses to obey God and the plague occurs. 

• Pharaoh’s oppression of the Hebrews continues. 
 
The nine plagues, in order, are: 

1. Water turned to blood (Chapter 7, verses 14-27) 
2. Frogs (Chapter 8, verses 1-15) 
3. Gnats (Chapter 8, verses 16-30) 
4. Flies (Chapter 8, verses 20-30) 
5. Livestock diseased (Chapter 8, verses 1-7)  
6. Boils (Chapter 9, verses 8-12) 
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7. Thunder and Hail, note that a warning was provided, which will be repeated in the 10th 
(Chapter 9, verses 13-35) 

8.  Locusts (we should relate to this after the emergence of Brood X cicadas this year) 
(Chapter 10, verses 1-20) 

9. Darkness (Chapter 10) 
 
Chapters 11 and 12 is the narrative of the 10th plague, the death of the first-born, and the 
institution of the Passover festival.  In Chapter 11, Moses warns Pharaoh of the final plague.  
The opening of Chapter 12 are Moses’s instructions of the people for the Passover meal and to 
use the blood of the lamb to paint the doorposts of their houses as a sign that the house will be 
spared. 
 
Verses 12-28 are the instructions that this meal will be re-enacted each year as a festival of 
celebration of deliverance and to remember the saving power and actions of God.  The 
Passover festival is critical: 

• Along with covenantal promise to Abraham, it forms the foundation of Judaism. 

• Celebration of Passover, the other major festivals, and the rite of circumcision are the 
identity markers of Jewish life. 

• Passover is also important to Christians.  It provides the symbol of Jesus as the Lamb of 
God (Agnus Dei in Latin).  The Gospel of John is chronologically organized around three 
annual festival cycles.  The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke place the institution of 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as a celebration of the Passover with Jesus and his 
disciples. 

• The theme of God remembering the covenant and rescuing His people undoubtedly 
resonated with the Israelites enduring the Babylonian captivity.  The Exodus story also 
inspired the enslaved Africans in America and is marked by many spirituals that are 
sung today. 

 
The remainder of Chapter 12 provides details on the final plague and deaths of the first-born 
among the Egyptians.  In verses 31-32, Pharaoh finally relents and sends the Hebrews out of 
Egypt. 
 
Epilog, 

• Chapter 12, verses 48 to the end are a parallel story of the institution of the Passover 
feast. 

• Chapters 13 and Chapter 14, verses 1-25 describe the departure of the Hebrews from 
Egypt. 

• In Chapter 14, verses 26 to the end, Pharaoh regrets his decision to free the Hebrews 
and orders his military forces to attack the Hebrews.  In the dramatic story of the 
crossing of the Red See, the Hebrews are saved, and Pharaoh’s forces are destroyed. 
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This provides a dramatic conclusion to the story of the Hebrews in Egypt.  The fearful and 
powerful Pharaoh who plotted to destroy God’s people ends up with the destruction of his 
army by “the hand of God”. 
 
Discussion questions: 
 

• Looking at Chapters 2-12, describe Moses, his strengths and weaknesses. 

• What was new or most interesting to you about the entire story. 
 

On the schedule: 
November 14  Exodus – Manna and Worship Rituals, Chapter 16 
November 21   Exodus – Ten Commandments and Golden Calf, Chapters 19 & 20 
 


