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Bible 101:  Moses and the Exodus 
Oct. 31, 2021 

 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Recap of the October 24 lesson on the Joseph saga, Gen. 37-50.  In addition to the materials on 
the handout, we discussed: 

• We described Joseph as talented, arrogant, and bratty. 

• The similarities of the sibling rivalries stories of Esau-Jacob, and Joseph and his brothers.  
In both cases, it was the aggrieved parties that initiated the reconciliation. 

• We noted the cross-cultural connections between the Hebrews and the Egyptians:  
Joseph assimilating into Egyptian culture, Jacob’s family obtaining grain from the 
Egyptians, Jacob blesses Pharaoh, Pharoah sends a large contingent of chariots and 
officials to be part of Jacob’s funeral procession, and Pharaoh allows Jacob’s family to 
settle in the Nile delta area. 
 

In today’s lesson we continue with the ancestral history of Israel in the Book of 
Exodus.  The  stories of the initiation of the covenant with Abraham and the Exodus 
form the foundations of the nation of Israel and Judaism.  This lesson also introduces 
Moses, the great prophet and lawgiver.  (The picture is the statue of Moses at the 
Library of Congress.)  Another theme is the important role of various women in the 
narrative.   
 
The Book of Exodus is one of the largest in the Bible, two-thirds the size of the entire 
New Testament.  For our purposes Exodus is divided  into three sections:    

• Chpters 1-4:17:  Egypt’s oppression of the Hebrews and the story of Moses 
from his birth to his calling to lead his people. 

• Remainder of Chapter 4 and Chapters 6-20:   The Exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt to 
the approach to the Promised Land. 

• Chapters 21-40 follow from the events of the first 20 chapters and include the civil, 
ceremonial, and moral codes. 

• Most likely literary history is that it was initially written the time of the Babylonian Exile 
in the 6th century BCE and was based on written and oral materials; a final editing took 
place about a century later. 

 
Pharaoh’s Genocide Against the Hebrews, Exodus 1 
 
Exodus opens with a seamless transition from the close of Genesis.  Exodus opens with the list 
of Jacob’s sons and the death of Joseph.  In fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham, Abraham’s 
descendants become a populous and powerful people.  However, a pharaoh ascended the 
throne that did not know the story of Joseph.  He feared that if there was an invasion from an 
enemy from Canaan, that the Hebrews would join them to overthrow the Pharaoh and his 
regime.  
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To eliminate this perceived threat, Pharaoh initiated what we now call a campaign of genocide,  
He first ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill all newborn males.  (We will see a parallel in 
Matthew’s Infancy Narrative with King Herod’s order to kill the male children in Bethlehem.)  
The midwives, as personified by Shiphah and Puah bravely defied Pharaoh.  Pharaoh then 
ordered that the Hebrew boys be thrown into the Nile, but the girls would  be spared.  The 
unwritten expectation was that the boys would drown or be eaten by the crocodiles and other 
predators living along the Nile and the girls would, like Joseph, be sold as slaves to neighboring 
tribes, or be assimilated into Egyptian society.  Thus, Pharaoh’s decrees posed an immediate 
threat to the continued existence of God’s people. 
 
The Birth of Moses, Exodus 2:1-10 
 
Exodus 2 opens with the story of the birth of Moses.                                                         

Reproduced here is 
“The Finding of 
Moses” by Sir 
Laurence Alma-
Tadema, via 

Wikipedia.(Extraordinary or miraculous births are common motif in the Bible as we have 
already seen with Isaac, Jacob, and Benjamin.)  Two important points on Moses’s birth are: 

• No information is given in this text about Moses’s father until chapter 6.  All this text 
states is that he was born into the tribe of Levi. In contrast to other stories of leaders in 
the broader area, Moses is neither the descendant of, nor the founder of a patriarchal 
dynasty of warrior kings. 

• Moses’s survival at his birth is due solely to the actions of four women from a variety of 
social classes:  his mother, his sister, an Egyptian princess, and a maid.   Moses is then 
adopted by the Egyptian princess.  (Side note:  Judy Kuhagen e-mailed me that when she 
was in walking in Cario she found the spot that was traditional spot of this story.) 
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Moses Flees to Midian, Exodus 2:11-24 
 
The remainder of Chapter 2 skips Moses’s childhood to an unidentified age of early adulthood.  
Moses comes across an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, and believing that there are no witnesses, 
kills the Egyptian.  Pharaoh hears about the killing and makes Moses a marked man (“Wanted;  
Dead or Alive”, to borrow a trope from Western film and TV shows or the death mark on Han 
Solo in Star Wars).   
 
Moses flees to Midian, the northwest part of the Arabian Peninsula, as marked on the map we 
have used in previous lessons. 

  In a scene like 
Jacob and Rachel, 
Moses assists a local 
woman named 
Zipporah  at a well.  
Zipporah takes 
Moses to her father 
Reul (later identified 
as Jethro).  Reul 
invites Moses to 
stay with him and 
Moses marries 
Zipporah. 
 
 
 
 
 

(Big Bible study word, anthropomorphize—to describe or attribute something in human terms.  
As shown in these verses, the Biblical writers sometimes use human actions or characteristics 
to describe God’s actions as that is the best way to deliver their message—this should not be 
seen as a reduction of God’s majesty.) 
 
Back in Egypt, the oppression of the Hebrews continued  Verses 25-26 tell that God heard the 
cries of the Hebrews and remembered the covenant with their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, “took notice of them”.   
 
Call of Moses, Exodus 3 
 
Another big Bible study word, theophany—a manifestation or appearance of God to a person.  
From the Greek words theo, God, and phany, a suffix meaning appearance. 
 
 

Midian 
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We now arrive at the story of God calling to Moses from  the burning bush 
as told in Exodus 3.  The picture to the right is a 17th century painting by 
Sebastien Bourdon, Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia.  I suggest 
reading this important story twice—first at a quick pace to gain a 
perspective on the story and then a slower examination of the interaction 
between God and Moses.   
 
Some key points are: 

• God identifies that this is a holy place and as a sign of respect that 
Moses is to remove his sandals. 

• God announces himself as the God of the Covenant—the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and by extension, the children of Jacob.  
This unites the story of Moses with the covenant history recorded in Geneses 12-50. 

• Moses tries to argue with God that he is inadequate for the job of prophet.  The motif of 
the reluctant prophet will reoccur throughout the Old Testament. 

• Moses asks God to reveal his name so he can tell others who sent him.  God replies with 
the enigmatic statement of I Am Who I Am.  Another translation I have seen is “I Will 
Cause to Happen What I Will Cause to Happen”.  There are many names for God in the 
Old Testament, but that is a tangent to this lesson.  The important point is that God has 
identified Himself as the God of the past, the God of the Covenant; the present, with 
God’s of Moses; and the God of the future deliverance of his people. 
 

Moses Return to Egypt, Exodus 4 
 
In the first ten verses of Chapter 4, God gives Moses miraculous powers as credentials of his call 
as a prophet.  Moses is told by God that his brother will join him as his, to use the modern term, 
public relations assistant (verses 11-17) and Aaron joins Moses in the wilderness (verses 27-30). 
 
In verses 24-26 is the strange story of God trying to kill Moses and that he his saved by the 
circumcision performed by Zipporah.  Scholars have a variety of explanations for this story, with 
the main point on the importance of circumcision.  This leads to two an important points of 
Bible study—that the most important parts of the Bible are the ones that strengthen our 
knowledge and relationships to God, and that it is OK if there are stories that we do not 
comprehend. 
 
Chapter 4 concludes with Moses and his family, along with Aaron, on the return trip to Egypt to 
confront Pharaoh. 
 
Discussion questions: 

• What did you find exciting or encouraging about these first stories of the Exodus? 

• Was there anything that was puzzling or confusing? 

• How would you describe Moses at this point in the Book of Exodus? 
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Next is the liberation of the Hebrews from Egypt with a focus on the ten plagues.  The stories of 
the first nine plagues are in Chapters 7-11 and are followed by the first Passover and the last 
plague  in Chapter  12:1-30.  You can read Chapters 5 and 6 to have a complete narrative from 
the end of Chapter 4 to Chapter 7. 
 
 
   


