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Bible 101:  Deuteronomy 
February 2, 2022 
 “Hear O Israel” 

 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Readings in Deuteronomy 
 
Following are important readings in Deuteronomy.  They can be read now to get an overview of 
the book or later when they are referenced in this handout: 
 

• Chapter 4 verses 1 and 2:  “Follow them (decrees and laws)” 

• Chapter 5 verse 8:  Commandment against making idols 

• Chapter 6, verses 10 through 14:  “Hear O Israel” 
 
 
Summary of Previous Lessons 
 
As we have seen in the previous summaries, the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers 
contain both these events that, along with covenant given to Abraham, are the foundations for 
Israel: 

• The 10 Plagues that resulted in the freeing of the Israelites from slavery and threatened 
genocide  in Egypt.  The ordination of the annual celebration of Passover. 

• The ordination of the annual celebrations of the New Year (Rosh Hashanah) and the 
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). 

• The journey from Egypt to Sinai where they received The Law—the 10 Commandments 
and the texts of the religious, moral, and civic codes and law.  Both Exodus and 
Deuteronomy describe God talking to Moses from a cloud that descended on Mount 
Sinai.  To have some sense of the majesty of that encounter, here is picture of a cloud 
over Mount Sinai: 
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• The 40 years of travel in the wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula.  Below is a map of the 
journeys of the Israelites as told in the Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  
The arrow next to the map point to the area of Moab that is east of the Jordan River as 
this is the entry point of the Israelites into the Promised Land. 

 

 
Map from BibleMaps.com 

 

• At the conclusion of Numbers, the Israelites are poised to enter the Promised Land.  
 
The continuation of the story could seamlessly continue with the book of Joshua.  Instead, we 
have the insertion of Deuteronomy between Numbers and Joshua.  This document is the first of 
a two-part overview of Deuteronomy. 
 
Overview of Deuteronomy 
 
The text of Deuteronomy most likely was finalized in the 8th Century BC, about 100 years earlier 
than the first four books of the Old Testament.  “Deuteronomy” means “Second Law” in 
Hebrew and is so named because it provides additional material to that found in Exodus, 
Leviticus, and Numbers. 
 
Deuteronomy also provides a second perspective on the story of the release of the Israelites 
from Egypt.  As noted in the January 26 summary, the major themes of Exodus, Leviticus, and 
Numbers are holiness and justice.  The overarching theme of Deuteronomy is obedience- to live 
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according to the covenant first announced to Abraham and the laws from God as proclaimed by 
Moses. 
 
Dr. Walter Bruggemann is Professor Emeritus of the Old Testament at Columbia Theological 
Summary.  I will follow his  outline of Deuteronomy in his “Introduction to the Old Testament”: 

• Introduction, Chapter 1 verses 1-5 

• First speech or sermon of Moses, Chapter 1 verse 6 through the end of Chapter 4 

• Second speech of Moses, Chapters 5 through 28 

• Third speech of Moses, Chapters 29 through 32 

• Song of Moses, a poetic writing, Chapter 33 

• The death of Moses and the passing of leadership to Joshua, Chapter 34 
 
 Various topics are presented in sections that throughout  Deuteronomy and some of the 
material is repeated.  The remainder of this lesson will cover the first twenty chapters and I will 
present the major themes of these chapters with representative texts. 
 
Introduction 
 
The first five verses of Chapter 1 set the context of the book.  It is stated as the words of Moses 
spoken to the Israelites as they gather in Moab, east of the Jordan River, as they prepare to 
enter the Promised Land.  Verse 3 gives the time as 40 years after they left Mount Sinai. 
 
First Speech of Moses, Chapter 1 verse 6 through Chapter 4 
 
Chapter 1 verse 6 through Chapter 3 details the journey from Mount Sinai (also called  Horeb) 
up to Canaan.  Here is a picture of the mountains of the Sinai Peninsula and the harsh land in 
front of them (courtesy of DepositImages.com) 
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Below is a map of the journeys of the Israelites as told in the Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy.  The arrow next to the map point to the area of Moab that is east of the Jordan 
River as this is the entry point of the Israelites into the Promised Land. 
 
Below is a map of the journeys of the Israelites as told in the Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy.  The arrow next to the map point to the area of Moab that is east of the Jordan 
River as this is the entry point of the Israelites into the Promised Land. 
 

 
Map from BibleMaps.com 
   
Chapter 1 verses 19 through 25 is the story of Moses sending twelve spies into the land, the 
same story as found in Exodus.  The spies Caleb and Joshua report that with the Lord’s help the 
Israelites can take the land.  However, the people are frightened by the reports of the other 
spies and refuse to follow the Lord’s command to enter the land.  As a result of their 
unfaithfulness, they must wait forty years before entering the Promised Land. 
 
 Chapter 4 opens with a clear warning from Moses to follow God’s commandments:  

“Hear O Israel the decrees and laws that I am about to teach you.  Follow them so that 
you may live and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your 
fathers, is giving to you.”  

 
The rest of Chapter 4 presents detailed commandments against the worship of foreign gods and 
the making of idols (verses 15-24); the identification of God with the laws (verse 25-45), and the 
establishment of cities of refuge for those accused of murder (verses 46-48).  
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Second Speech of Moses, Chapters 5 through 19 
 
The major themes or topics in the second speech found in Chapters 5 through 19 are: 

• Remembering Israel’s history:  Moses frequently reminds his audience that the journey 
into Canaan is the fulfillment of the covenantal promise God first made with their 
ancestors and reaffirmed at Mount Sinai.  A prime example is Chapter 6 verses 10 
through 14 which contains:  “When the Lord your God brings you the land he swore to 
your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you … be careful that you do not forget 
the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the hand of slavery”.  Chapter 8 is a 
warning that when they settle in Canaan, not to forget that it was the Lord that led from 
slavery in Egypt.  This message also is stated  in Chapter 11 verses 1 through 7. 

• The importance of the 10 Commandments:  Chapter 5 verses 6 through 20 are a second 
reading of the 10 Commandments—a parallel to the original in Exodus 19.  Moses also 
makes references to the 10 Commandments in other places in Deuteronomy. 

• This speech has multiple warnings to avoid the worship of other gods and the 
fabrication of idols.  Here is picture of the Canaanite god Molech, who is mentioned 
frequently in the Old Testament.       
 

 18th century depiction of the Moloch 
idol (Der Götze Moloch mit 7 Räumen 
oder Capellen; "The idol Moloch with 
seven chambers or chapels"), 
from Johann Lund's Die Alten 
Jüdischen Heiligthümer (1711, 1738). 
 

The Israelites undoubtedly copied the 
bull motif when they created their 
golden calf idol while waiting for Moses 
to descend from Mount Sinai  (Exodus 
Chapter 32).    
  

 
Chapter 5 verses 8 is the commandment against the making of idols.  Like its 
counterpart in Exodus, Chapter 20 verses 4 through 6, it contains the commandment 
and the warning that the “I Lord, your God, am a jealous God”. 

• Religious codes and laws:  This section of Deuteronomy contains codes and laws that 
govern the religious life of the Israelites.  There are parallel texts in the legal corpus 
found in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers,.  Some examples of the codes are:  the lists of 
clean and unclean foods  (Chapter 14), the cancellation of debts every seven years 
(Chapter 15), Passover and other annual observances (Chapter 16), and the offices and 
duties of the priests and Levites (Chapter 18). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Lund
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The Great Shema—“Listen O Israel” 
     
One of the most important texts in the entire Bible is Chapter 6 verses 4 and 5.  This is the 
“Shema” the Hebrew word for “hear”  and the first word of this text:  “Hear O Israel:  The Lord 
our God is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength.”  This is Judaism’s credal statement of monotheism—the belief and worship of one 
God.  Professor Bruggemann writes:  that these verses “form peculiarly as the credal baseline 
for Judaism, indicating the fact that Judaism is a community addressed by commanding voice of 
the Lord and whose life is lived in response to that imperative address.” 
 
The New Testament records that Jesus quotes the Shema as the greatest commandment and 
then adds the Golden Rule, to love your neighbor as yourself.  One example is Mark Chapter 12 
verses 26 through 34.  A teacher of the law questions Jesus as to which was the greatest law, 
presumably referencing all the decrees, codes, and laws in the Torah.  Jesus responds by 
quoting the Shema as the first and adding “to love your neighbor as yourself” as the second.  In 
a parallel story in Matthew 2vberses 34 through 40, 2 Jesus also quotes these two 
commandments and adds in Verse 40:  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets also.”. 
 
The next lesson will cover Deuteronomy Chapters 19 through the concluding Chapter 34 and a 
summary of the Torah—the first five books of the Bible.  We will announce an online 
discussion/chat session and until then I will take any comments, questions, and even criticisms 
via e-mail at DougScheffler@aol.com. 

mailto:DougScheffler@aol.com

