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Bible 101   
Minor Prophets: Part 2 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah; 
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

September 28, 2022 
 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts 
 
Introduction to the last six Minor Prophets 
 
The last six of the minor prophets can be divided into two groups based on time period and 
overall theme.  (As a reminder, they are called “minor” not because their messages are less 
important than the “major” prophets but because the books are shorter than the books of the 
major prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.) 
 

Book Estimated time period addressed and when written Overall theme 

   

 When the Babylonian Empire was threatening the kingdom 
of Judah; paired with major prophet Jeremiah 

 

Nahum 625-612 BCE; written after 612 BCE  
Punishment Habakkuk 625-605 BCE; written in late 7th century BCE 

Zephaniah 630-625 BCE; last chapter written around 586 BCE 

   

 After the Jews were allowed to return home from exile in 
Babylon 

 

Haggai 520 BCE; written sometime after 520 BCE  
Restoration Zechariah 520-518 BCE; written during that period 

Malachi 440 BCE; written about 397 BCE 

 
= = = = = = = 
 

NAHUM 
 
Authorship 
 
Nothing is known about the prophet Nahum; the location Elkosh named in the first verse has 
not been identified. The name “Nahum” means “comfort.” 
 
Summary 
 
Nahum is an poetic oracle against the city of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire.  (It 
was the largest city in the world for several decades and was located across the Tigris River 
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from the modern city of Mosul, Iraq.)  The Assyrian Empire is losing its power as the Babylonian 
Empire’s time is approaching. 
 
What will happen to Nineveh is what Jonah wanted to happen to that city when instead God 
told Jonah to offer the king at Nineveh an opportunity to repent.  The king repented and the 
city/empire lasted another 100+ years. 
 
The description of the coming destruction uses vivid images in each of these sections: 
 Ch. 1:2-11:  the Lord will take his vengeance on the city 
 Ch. 1:12-15:  that destruction means there will be good news for Judah (Southern  
            Kingdom) 
 Ch. 2:1-13:  destruction of the city described 
 Ch. 3:1-19:  the city’s destruction is inevitable  
 
Verse to note: 
 
Nahum 1:15 has these words about the good news of the defeat of Nineveh: 
        Look! On the mountains the feet of one 

              who brings good tidings, 
              who proclaims peace! 

  
They remind us of the words in Isaiah 52:7 where the good news is the coming of the Messiah: 
 How beautiful upon the mountains 

        are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
       who announces salvation, 
       who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

 
= = = = = = = 
 

HABAKKUK 
 
Authorship 
 
Nothing is known about Habakkuk other than the title “prophet” as stated at the beginning of 
chapters 1 and 3. 
 
Summary 
 
Chapters 1 and 2 are a dialogue between Habakkuk and God. In the first chapter, the prophet is 
challenging God about why He doesn’t answer his calls for help to bring judgment on wicked 
Judah. Then Habakkuk asks God why He is using the Chaldeans (another name for the 
Babylonians), who are more wicked than Judah, to bring judgment on Judah. He doesn’t 
understand what is happening and wants God to explain. At the beginning of the second 
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chapter God answers that it is Habakkuk’s task to record his questions and God’s answer as a 
record for the future. 
 
In the remainder of chapter 2, God announces woes to four categories of sinful people: the 
greedy, the violent, the drunk, and the idolator. God’s sovereignty is reiterated at the end of 
the chapter in verse 20: 

But the Lord is in his holy temple; 
    let all the earth keep silence before him! 

 
The third chapter begins with a prayer from Habakkuk in which he recalls what God has done in 
the past to save His people; the prophet hopes that God will revive His people again. The 
chapter/book ends with the prophet’s statement of faith that God is his strength and his 
salvation. 
 
Verse to note 
 
The words but the righteous live by their faithfulness in 2:4b remind us of Abraham’s response 
to God’s promise of many descendants for him:  “And he believed the Lord, and the Lord 

reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6). 
 
The counterpart to these words are found in the New Testament letters to the Romans, 
Galatians, and Hebrews:  “The just shall live by faith.”  You are not declared “just” (approved by 
God) just by living according to the law but by your relationship of faith with God.  It was Martin 
Luther’s study of Paul’s statement about living by faith in the letter to the Romans that led to 
the Protestant Reformation. 
 
= = = = = = = 
 

ZEPHANIAH 
 

Authorship 
 
We know more about Zephaniah than we do about the other prophets.  From the first verse of 
his book, we learn:   
-- he was of a royal lineage in the line of good King Hezekiah, 13th king of Judah 
-- the time period was that of the reign of King Josiah, 16th king of Judah (who instituted the 
reform in 621, described in 2 Kings 22-23). 
 
His name means “Yahweh hides” (an allusion perhaps to having been born, and perhaps hidden 
for his safety, during the reign of the evil Manasseh, 14th king of Judah). 
 
Summary 
 
As the last of the prophets before the Exile of the Hebrews to Babylon, Zephaniah reiterates 
and summarizes messages from the nine previous minor prophets. The content, especially in 
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the third chapter, makes Zephaniah be a “bridge” between the themes of judgment and 
punishment in the earlier minor prophet books and the restoration theme of the last three 
books. 
 
The first chapter contains God’s pronouncement of judgment first on all creation but then 
moves on to Judah, especially to Jerusalem. It includes the announcement of the coming of the 
“great day of the Lord” when God will establish himself as sovereign; it refers here in the Old 
Testament to the day of ultimate judgment bringing final deliverance or doom to the people. 
(In the New Testament, it refers to the day of Christ’s return to earth.)  
 
At the beginning of the second chapter, God gives Israel’s enemies another chance before he 
passes judgment on them (including on Nineveh, the subject of the book of Nahum) and their 
gods. The “remnant” of God’s people, a theme in so many Old Testament books, is referenced 
in verses 7 and 9. 
 
An indictment of Jerusalem appears again at the beginning of the third chapter before God’s 
promise of punishment and then conversion of the other nations. The chapter/book ends with 
a song of joy for Jerusalem’s future when God will be there again with His people.   
 
Verse to note 
 
Zephaniah 3:20 is the last verse in the book. God had caused His people to be scattered as 
judgment but now he is promising that He will gather them again and bring them home (i.e., to 
Jerusalem). Some scholars believe that the third chapter was written by someone else at a later 
time period. 

At that time I will bring you home, 
    at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
    among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
    before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 
= = = = = = = 

HAGGAI 
 
Authorship 
 
All that is known of Haggai is that he was a prophet in Jerusalem after King Cyrus of Persia 
allowed Jewish exiles in Babylon to return to Judah.  His name can be an abbreviated form of 
“festival of Yahweh,” reflecting the priestly content of the book. 
 
Summary 
 
The first chapter describes God’s word to Haggai about continuing to rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem. Work on the Temple had begun within two years of the exiles’ return to Jerusalem 
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but now, ten years later, the work had lagged. Haggai was to tell Zerubbabel, the governor of 
Judah, and Joshua, the high priest, that the Temple needs to be finished because God needs a 
house. Also, without the Temple, the people lack their connection to God. Haggai told them of 
God’s words “I am with you” and they returned to work on the Temple. (This story is also told in 
the book of Ezra.) 
 
In the second chapter, Haggai is concerned (1) that the rebuilt Temple will match the glory of 
the former Temple, and (2) that the Temple not be made unclean. God makes a promise to the 
people: “Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the 
dry land, and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations will come, and I will 
fill this house with splendor.” (v. 6-7) 
 
Verse to note 
 
At the end of the chapter, God makes a promise to the governor Zerubbabel (who is of the 
lineage of King David): 

“On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, son 
of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you, 
says the Lord of hosts.” 

 
The term “my servant” describes Zerubbabel as God’s servant; the term is often associated with 
King David.  A signet ring, as a symbol of authority, in this context connects Zerubbabel to the 
resumption of the Davidic line and so on to the future Messiah.  But we know that there will 
not be another Davidic king during the Old Testament period; but the lineage of Jesus through 
the Davidic line will be stressed in the New Testament. 
 
= = = = = = =  
 

ZECHARIAH 
 
Authorship 
 
Zechariah may have been a priest as well as a prophet. He was active at the same time as 
Haggai in Jerusalem.  His name means “God remembered.”  
 
Summary 
 
Scholars say that there are at least two authors of different segments of the book: 
 Chapters 1-8: The focus is on the return of exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem and 
rebuilding the Temple; eight visions alternate with their interpretations in ch. 1-6. 
 Chapters 9-14: These chapters, often called “Second Zechariah,” also can be divided into 
two parts: 
  Ch. 9-11 include oracles looking back on the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
deportation of the people to Babylon but there is an emphasis on restoration by God who is 
passionate about Jerusalem. 
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  Ch. 12-14’s content alternates between judgment and hope. There is an 
apocalyptic context (the “end of times”) in this section. An oracle repeats the phrase “on that 
day” to signal God’s actions. The chapter/book ends with Jerusalem as the place where people 
from all nations come as pilgrims. 
 
Verses to note 
 
God redeems His people.  Ch. 10:8-10 has these words of “scattering” and “gathering” of the 
people by God, repeating the promise included in earlier books: 
 

I will signal for them and gather them in, 
        for I have redeemed them, 
       and they shall be as numerous as they were before. 
Though I scattered them among the nations, 
       yet in far countries they shall remember me, 
       and they shall rear their children and return. 
I will bring them home from the land of Egypt 
       and gather them from Assyria; 
I will bring them to the land of Gilead and to Lebanon, 
       until there is no room for them. 
 

There was still hope for a Davidic king.  Zechariah 9:9 has these words echoed in the Matthew 
chapter 21 story of Palm Sunday: 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
      Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you; 
      triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
     on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 
= = = = = = = 
 

MALACHI 
 
Authorship 
 
The word “malachi” means “my messenger” and so may refer to the role of the author rather 
than to a person’s name.  He prophesized later than Haggai and Zechariah; he likely overlapped 
with Nehemiah in Jerusalem during the time of Ezra’s reform movement in Jerusalem but 
probably after the rebuilt Temple had been dedicated. 
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Summary 
 
Malachi is concerned about how to sustain Jewish identity both because the people’s interest 
has waned after the Temple was rebuilt and because he identifies corruption within the 
priesthood. 
 
The book includes a series of disputes between God and groups within the Israelite community.  
They are posed as questions from the people questioning God’s love for them (e.g., why does it 
seem that the wicked are rewarded and the righteous suffer) and God’s responses to those 
questions.  Malachi criticizes the people for questioning God’s justice and encourages them to 
be faithful as they wait for justice in God’s time. 
 
Chapter 3 begins with these verses about God’s messengers and about the coming of the Lord’s 
day of judgment: 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

 
The Jewish community understood and still understand that Elijah will be the future messenger 
who will prepare the way for the one they believe will be the Messiah; they still await the 
return of Elijah and save a seat for him at their Passover meals. Christians understand the 
messenger who will prepare the way to be John the Baptist and the “messenger of the 
covenant” to be Jesus Christ.   
 
The short chapter 4 begins with what will happen on the “coming day” (the day of the Lord’s 
judgment): the evildoers will be destroyed and the righteous will be well. It ends with 
references to both Law in the person of Moses (v. 4) and Prophets in the person of Elijah (v. 5-
6). Elijah will change the hearts of the people so that the Lord will not strike the land with a 
curse. The book of Malachi ends with hope for the future beyond the past destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Exile to Babylon. 
 
The order of the books in the Protestant/Catholic Old Testament makes it easy to see the 
identification of Elijah with John the Baptist in the Gospels who prepared the way for Jesus.   
 
 (The order of the books is not the same in the Hebrew Bible -- see the table 
  “Comparisons of the Old Testament Canon” at the end of these notes.) 
 
Verses to note 
 
The Protestant/Catholic Old Testament ends with these words in 4:4-6: 
 

Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I 
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
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See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of 
the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts 
of children to their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a 
curse.  

Moses and Elijah are the two people who met God on Mount Horeb (also called Mount Sinai): 
this story of Moses is in Exodus 3 and Exodus 19; this story of Elijah is in 1 Kings 19. 
 

Moses (representing the Law) and Elijah (representing the Prophets) appear with Jesus and He 
speaks with them on a mountain during what is known as the Transfiguration.  Three of the 
Gospels record that event: Matthew 17, Mark 9, and Luke 9. 
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