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Bible 101   
Jeremiah 

May 25, 2022 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Important sections to read 
 Jer. 1:4-19 = Jeremiah’s call and commission 
 Jer. 7:1-7 = proclamation from God to the people 
 Jer. 11:1-8 = the people have broken the covenant 
 Jer. 16:14-15 = God will restore the people 
 Jer. 23:1-4 = restoration after exile 
 Jer. 29:11-14 = words to the exiles in Babylon 
 Jer. 31:31-34 = New Covenant 
 
Time period/Authorship 
 
The Book of Jeremiah covers the time period 626-586 BCE, from the time of King Josiah of 
Judah until a few years after many of the residents of Jerusalem were exiled to Babylon when 
the Babylonians captured the city of Jerusalem in 589 BCE. 
 
Josiah is a “good” king who instituted a religious reform after the Book of the Torah (probably 
Deuteronomy) is found during a renovation of the Temple (see 2 Kings 22-23). He follows two 
“bad” kings:  Manasseh and Amon. The diagram below shows some of the kings of Judah; each 
king listed is a son of the previous king. Uzziah-Hezekiah are the four kings advised by the 
prophet Isaiah. Four sons of Josiah in turn succeed him as king but Zedekiah is the main one in 
the Book of Jeremiah; none of those sons are “good” kings but Zedekiah is better than his 
brothers.  The designations of “good” and “bad” relate to their obedience to God’s commands. 
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The content of the book can be divided into six sections: 

• Chapters 1-25 = the earliest section, containing the core of Jeremiah’s message and 
considered to be his own teachings 

• Chapters 26-29 = biographic material about Jeremiah and his interaction with other 
prophets 

• Chapters 30-33 = main expression of God’s promise of restoration although statements 
of restoration are also scattered throughout the book 

• Chapters 34-45 = Jeremiah’s interactions with King Zedekiah and the fall of Jerusalem 

• Chapters 46-51 = oracles telling of punishment for the other nations 

• Chapter 52 = an appendix that retells the content, beginning with Zedekiah, from 2 Kings 
 
The book is a mixture of prose and poetry (especially Jeremiah’s oracles and laments in ch. 1-25 
and the oracles against other nations in ch. 46-51). Chapters 26-45 were probably written by 
Jeremiah’s companion, the scribe Baruch. The book as a whole was expanded and edited by the 
Deuteronomists, the writers and editors who over many years wrote and edited the history 
books of Judges through 2 Kings. The book was written to reassure the exiles in Babylon; so, the 
events described had already happened although the oracles are written as if they hadn’t. 
 
Jeremiah the prophet 
 
The name “Jeremiah” means “appointed by God” in Hebrew. His call from God is described in 
ch. 1:4-13 in the thirteenth year of the reign of King Josiah.  Jeremiah says he doesn’t know how 
to speak (what Moses said when God called him) but God replies He will give him the words: 

“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 
 

In this call are summarized the two parts of the theme of the book: first the judgment of God 
on His disobedient people but the promise of restoration:  “to build and to plant.”  These two 
aspects -- judgment and restoration -- will appear again and again throughout the book. 
 
Just as Isaiah’s call from God included a vision, Jeremiah has two visions:  the branch of an 
almond tree and a boiling pot tilting away from the north. The almond tree is the first tree to 
blossom in the spring: a symbol of new life (restoration); the boiling pot represents the 
Babylonians who will invade Judah and capture Jerusalem (seen as part of God’s plan of 
judgment against His disobedient people). 
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[credits for images = https://www.bibleplaces.com and http://chucklarsen.com/2015/01/09/boiling-pots/] 

 
Jeremiah is descended from the Northern Kingdom of Israel; the prophetic tradition there 
reaches back to the Mosaic tradition. God’s covenant with Moses (not mentioned in Isaiah) and 
the Exodus from Egypt are important to Jeremiah. 
 
Jeremiah does not have an easy time being God’s prophet during the turbulent times before 
the Exile. The political and religious officials take actions against him: he is beaten and put in 
the stocks by order of a priest; he is thrown into a muddy cistern to die -- but is rescued by a 
Cushite (Ethiopian) servant of the palace; he is held as a prisoner in the house of the guard of 
the court. He agonizes over his failure to change the behavior of the people in Judah; he curses 
the day he was born; he expresses his anger to God about not being supported and then God 
reassures him. False prophets deny Jeremiah’s negative prophecies, telling the people not to 
worry. 
 
One aspect of Jeremiah’s behavior that causes trouble for him is his “performance art” -- as 
directed by God -- to get people to pay attention to what he had been called to say: 

• wearing a dirty linen loincloth (Jer. 13:1-11) - comparing God’s people to a loincloth 
which is now not good for anything 

• breaking an earthenware jug in front of the religious officials (Jer. 19:11) 
Thus says the Lord of hosts: “So will I break this people and this city as one breaks 
a potter’s vessel, so that it can never be mended.” 

• walking in the streets with a yoke around his neck (Jer. 27:8) - God was encouraging the 
people to serve King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon while they would be in exile as part of 
God’s plan: 

But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this king, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, 
and put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, then I will punish that 
nation with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, says the Lord, until I 
have completed its destruction by his hand. 

 
Jeremiah is not taken to Babylon with those taken into exile. In ch. 39, King Zedekiah, before he 
is taken to Babylon, tells the captain of the guard to release Jeremiah; in ch. 40, that captain 
gives him the choice to go with him to Babylon or stay in the care of Gedaliah who has been 
named governor of Judah by the Babylonian king. But, in ch. 41, Gedaliah is assassinated by 
Ishmael hired by the Ammonites, a nomadic tribe living east of the Jordan River always in 
conflict with the Israelites. In ch. 42, Jeremiah tells the people not taken to Babylon to stay in 
the land, rather than migrate to Egypt, and trust God. But then Jeremiah, his scribe Baruch, and 
many others are taken to Egypt against their will (ch. 43). There Jeremiah warns the people 
about their actions in following the Egyptians’ worship of the many local gods (ch. 44). Then 
God delivers a further judgment (Jer. 44:11-14): the remnant of the people that are in Egypt will 
not be the remnant that God will use for rebuilding His people.  (Instead, it will be the remnant 
of those in Babylon whose story is told in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.) There is no 
information about the death of Jeremiah. 
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Judgment (ch. 1-25) 
 
After God calls Jeremiah, He gives Jeremiah his commission (Jer. 1:14-19): to tell the people 
that God is judging them for forsaking Him and for worshipping gods they’ve made with their 
own hands.  
 
What follows in this first section of the book are oracles proclaiming judgment on the people 
for their sinful disobedience, to be followed by destruction in the land and in their lives; the 
promise of restoration is included. Because the people have forsaken God, God will forsake His 
people. He also indicts the people for their lack of social justice: not taking care of the widows 
and the orphans. The destruction that will happen is described in very dramatic language: 
 
 Therefore a lion from the forest shall kill them; 

    a wolf from the desert shall destroy them. 
A leopard is watching against their cities; 
    everyone who goes out of them shall be torn in pieces, 
because their transgressions are many; 
    their faithlessness is great. (Jer. 5:6) 

 
Hear, O women, the word of the Lord, 
    and let your ears receive the word of his mouth; 
teach to your daughters a dirge 
    and each to her neighbor a lament. 
“Death has come up into our windows; 
    it has entered our palaces 
to cut off the children from the streets 
    and the young men from the squares.” 
Speak! Thus says the Lord: 
“Human corpses shall fall 
    like dung upon the open field, 
like sheaves behind the reaper, 
    and no one shall gather them.” (Jer. 9:20-22) 

 
Various images and metaphors are used to characterize the people, for example: 

• an unfaithful wife and rebellious children (Jer. 3) 

• a pot being remade by a potter (Jer. 18:1-11) 

• good and bad figs (Jer. 24) 
 
Restoration 
 
Scattered throughout the book are promises of restoration that will follow the destruction 
caused by the judgment of God due to the disobedience of God’s people. Some of the promises 
not already mentioned are cited below: 
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• Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. (Jer. 23:3) 

• They shall be carried to Babylon, and there they shall stay, until the day when I give 
attention to them, says the Lord. Then I will bring them up and restore them to this 
place. (Jer. 27:22) 

• I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from 
all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring 
you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. (Jer. 29:14) 

• For the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will restore the fortunes of my 
people, Israel and Judah, says the Lord, and I will bring them back to the land that I gave 
to their ancestors, and they shall take possession of it. (Jer. 30:3) 

• For thus says the Lord: Just as I have brought all this great disaster upon this people, so I 
will bring upon them all the good fortune that I now promise them. (Jer.32:42) 

 
The Broken Covenant and the New Covenant (ch. 11:1-17; ch. 31:31-37)  
 
In chapter 11, God tells Jeremiah to remind the people of the covenant to which they had 
agreed after their ancestors, led by Moses, had left Egypt: 
 
 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Hear the words of this 

covenant, and speak to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 3 You shall say to them, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Cursed 
be anyone who does not heed the words of this covenant,4 which I commanded 
your ancestors when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron 
smelter, saying, ‘Listen to my voice, and do all that I command you. So shall you 
be my people, and I will be your God, 5 that I may perform the oath that I swore 
to your ancestors, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this 
day.’ ” 

 
Such a covenant is valid only if both parties accept the responsibilities to which they had 
agreed. God had carried out the oath he had made. But God’s people were no longer obeying; 
they had broken the covenant. Judgment will follow. 
 
In chapter 31, the people have returned from exile in Babylon. As part of the restoration 
promised throughout the book, God says now he will make a new covenant with the people: 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer 
shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
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all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will 
forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 

 
Message of reassurance 
 
These verses from chapter 29 were words of God given to the people in exile but are a timeless 
message for all of us: 
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and 
pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with 
all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord. (v. 11-14a) 

 
 
= = = = = = 
Jeremia was known as the “weeping prophet       
 

Jeremiah was known as the “weeping prophet” 
(1) for his laments on the disobedience of God’s 
people and the judgment the people endured, 
and (2) for what he endured for speaking God’s 
words to His people and to the political and 
religious leaders. 

 

Rembrandt van Rijn, "Jeremiah Lamenting the 
Destruction of Jerusalem", c. 1630 

 


