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Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Important sections to read 

• John 13:12-17 = why Jesus washed his disciples’ feet 

• John 13:34-35 = commandment of love 

• John 14:1-7 = “I am the way, the Truth, and the Life” 

• John 14:16-17 = promise of the Holy Spirit 

• John 14:27 = peace of Jesus 

• John 15:1-11 = “I am the vine ...” 

• John 21:15-17 = “Feed my sheep” 
 
 
Purpose and theme of this gospel 
 
The author’s purpose is stated in chapter 20, verse 31: 
 

... so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
The central theme of John is the divine Logos (the “Word”) as stated at the beginning of the 
gospel (in the prologue): that divine being became flesh and lived among the people now as 
Jesus.   
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. ... And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.  (1:1-2, 
14) 
 

 
Structure of this gospel 
 
The Gospel of John has four parts: 

• 1:1-18 =  The Prologue 

• 1:19-12:50 = Book of Signs 

• 13:1-20:31 = Book of Glory 

• 21:1-25 = The Epilogue 
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Part 1 of these notes covered the Prologue and the Book of Signs. The Book of Signs includes 
seven “signs” (miracles performed by Jesus to prove his identity) and five “I am” statements. 
Two other “I am” statements are in the next section. Each of those signs and statements builds 
upon the previous ones to develop the understanding of who Jesus is and what he means for 
the salvation of the people. 
 
When the Book of Glory opens in chapter 13, Jesus has finished his public ministry.  The 
chapters in this second half of the gospel tell of Jesus’ final night with his disciples and then his 
death and resurrection, ending with an epilogue after his resurrection.   
 
Jesus knows that now it is time for him to be glorified and for God to be glorified through him. 
He acknowledges his coming death in the last chapter of the Book of Signs: 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” (12:27-28) 

 
The Book of Glory chapters can be divided into these sections: 

• The Last Supper of Jesus and his disciples (ch. 13-17) 
o Foot washing 
o Prediction of the betrayal by Judas and Peter’s denial of him three times 
o Final Discourse (ch. 14-17) 

▪ “I am the way and the truth and the life” (6th “I am” statement) 
▪ The Paraclete 
▪ “I am the Vine ...” (7th “I am” statement) 
▪ Hatred of the world and the love of the community 
▪ Jesus’ farewell prayer 

• Jesus’ arrest, death, and resurrection (ch. 18-20) 
o Arrest of Jesus and his trial 
o The Crucifixion and burial 
o Resurrection appearances 

 
 
Last Supper of Jesus and his disciples (ch. 13-17) 
 
The author does not describe the day-by-day activities during Jesus’ last days before his death 
as the authors of the other three gospels do. Instead, the story in this gospel begins with Jesus 
eating with his disciples on what Christians would later call Maundy Thursday.  
 
The main interaction between Jesus and his disciples at the meal in this gospel is seen in the 
washing of the disciples’ feet by Jesus. There is no institution of the Lord’s Supper (also called 
Communion or the Eucharist) in this gospel. In that culture, it would have been a servant who 
would have washed the feet of the guests at the master’s table. But Jesus, the master, washes 
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their feet as a model for them: they should be willing to take on any task for the benefit of 
others. If they trust him, they would be able to perform works similar to what he has done. 
 

So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you. (13:14-15) 

 
After Jesus tells them that he knows he will be betrayed, he gives them – and us – a new 
commandment that is centered on love. 
 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”  (13:34-35) 
 

When Peter tells Jesus he will “lay down his life” for Jesus, Jesus says instead that Peter will 
deny him. 
 
Chapters 14-17 are called Jesus’ “final discourse.” There is still so much for Jesus to say before 
he leaves them. 

 
“I am” #6:  Jesus tries to reassure the disciples that he is preparing a place for them.  When 
Thomas, on behalf of the other disciples who don’t yet understand that Jesus will be returning 
to the Father, asks Jesus how to find the way, Jesus replies: 
 

... “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him. (14:6-7) 

 
Jesus also promises the disciples that he will ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit to be with 
them after Jesus is no longer with them (14:16-17). In some translations of this gospel other 
terms are used (“advocate,” “comforter,” “paraclete”) for the Holy Spirit that comes to be with 
believers then and now. (The fulfillment of Jesus’ promise is told in Acts 2.) He follows that 
promise by giving them his peace: 
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. (14:27) 

 
“I am” #7:  Jesus stresses the unity of himself with the Father and of himself with the disciples: 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. ... I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing.” (15:1, 5) 
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Jesus speaks of the world’s hatred and warns of persecutions but he reassures them of the 
presence of the Spirit, the love of the Father in Jesus for them, and that their sorrow will turn to 
joy. 
 
Chapter 17, known as the High Priestly Prayer or the Farewell Prayer, is the longest prayer by 
Jesus in the gospels. The first theme is the glorification of the Father: 
 

... “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. (17:1-5) 
 

He also prays for the unity of the disciples through love. But he doesn’t pray just for those 
disciples around him but prays for all of us who know of him through their witness. 
 

“I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they 
also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. (17:20-21) 

 
 
Jesus’ arrest, death, and resurrection (Ch. 18-20) 
 
The description of the arrest of Jesus in the garden has details that remind readers of elements 
in the first part of the gospel: 

• Light/good and darkness/evil:  because it is night, the Roman soldiers and officers of the 
Jewish authorities bring torches and lanterns to arrest Jesus who is “the light of the 
world.” 

• Jesus’ identity:  after Jesus asks the soldiers and officers whom they’re seeking and they 
reply “Jesus of Nazareth,” he replies “I am he” but the footnote for that verse (18:5) 
indicates that the original Greek is simply “I am” (the answer that God gave to Moses 
when Moses asked God’s name and another connection with the “I am” statements). 

 
As Jesus is being questioned by the high priest and by Pontius Pilate, Peter denies Jesus three 
times – just as Jesus predicted -- when he is questioned by others about his connection to 
Jesus.  
 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judaea, is “threatened” by the Jewish authorities when 
he tries to release Jesus; they tell him that he would be in trouble with the higher Roman 
authorities if he releases Jesus. The Jewish authorities say Jesus must die because he claimed to 
be the Son of God; their law is that anyone who commits such blasphemy must die but only 
Pilate has the authority to carry out that sentence. When he again asks them if he should 
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crucify their King, they say they have no king but Caesar; Pilate then orders that Jesus be 
crucified. 
 
Jesus dies on the Day of Preparation, the day before the Jewish festival of Passover begins. It is 
on this day when the lambs are slaughtered in preparation for the sacrifices made during the 
festival. 
 

[The Passover festival commemorates the Israelites’ escape from slavery in Egypt. 
Following the command of God to Moses, the Israelites put a mark of lamb’s blood over 
their doors so that the Angel of Death will “pass over” their homes and not kill the 
firstborn of each family (Exodus 12:21-23). After the deaths of the Egyptian firstborn, the 
Pharaoh relents and commands the Israelites to leave.] 

 
In the other gospels, Jesus dies on the first day of the Passover festival. But for the author of 
John, he changes the day because it is important to make the connection between the killing of 
the Passover lambs and the sacrificial death of Jesus. Jesus is often called the “paschal lamb”: 
the adjective “paschal” has two definitions: “relating to Easter” and “relating to the Jewish 
Passover.” 
 
Death by crucifixion was a common form of capital punishment at that time, used by Romans, 
Persians, and others. The victim was tied or nailed to a large wooden cross or beam and left to 
hang until eventual death from exhaustion and asphyxiation. It was a humiliating and painful 
death, intended mainly for slaves and enemies of the state. Such suffering is not described in 
this gospel. Instead, there is only the action by Jesus for the care of his mother before his 
request for something to drink; then he dies after saying “It is finished.” As noted above, Jesus 
knew that his death was for his glory and for the glory of the Father through him (12:27-28) and 
that was happening at the moment of his death. 
 
(Three times the author recorded sayings of Jesus about being “lifted up” that are understood 
as referring both to his crucifixion and his ascension (3:14, 8:28, and 12:32).) 
  
Joseph of Arimathea, a secret disciple of Jesus, asks Pilate for the body of Jesus and places it in 
a tomb in a nearby garden. At the beginning of chapter 20, that tomb is empty. Jesus appears 
first to Mary Magdalene in the garden (she only recognizes him when he calls her by name) and 
then to the disciples unexpectedly inside the locked room of the house where all except 
Thomas have gathered. It is a week later when Jesus again appears to all the disciples and 
Thomas makes the declaration “My Lord and my God!” that is a confirmation of the divinity of 
Jesus. 
 
 
Epilogue (ch. 21) 
 
This chapter may have been added to the gospel as part of the editing that occurred in 
subsequent years. It tells of another unexpected appearance of Jesus to the disciples. They are 
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no longer in Jerusalem; they are back in Galilee and Peter has decided to go fishing and the 
others join him. But they catch no fish until a man on shore says to put down the nets on the 
other side of the boat and many fish are caught. Then they realize that man is Jesus and they 
hurry to join him. 
 
Jesus, as a servant, prepares a meal for them; he gives them bread (as he gave bread to the 
5000 earlier) and he cooks fish for them. 
 
Jesus turns to Peter; instead of berating Peter for denying him, he asks Peter if Peter loves him. 
He asks Peter three times to mirror the three times Peter denied him. When Peter replies each 
time that he does, Jesus tells him how he should act for God’s people:  “feed my lambs” and 
“tend my sheep” – a reminder that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Peter is restored as a person 
and as a leader in the eyes of the other disciples. He has been forgiven. 
 
This chapter and the gospel ends without a story of the ascension of Jesus. We are told in the 
last verse: 
 

But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 
(21:25) 

 
 
Summary:  themes of ch. 13-21 
 
Throughout the Book of Glory and the Epilogue are woven three themes (as noted by scholar 
Richard Rohr); just a few examples of each theme are noted here: 

• Glory of service:  Jesus washes the feet of the disciples; he encourages them to serve 
humbly as they care for God’s people; he prepares a meal for them; he tells Peter to 
“feed my sheep.” 

• Glory of unity:  unity of Jesus with the Father and with the disciples (I am the vine ...); his 
love for the disciples and his commandment of love for one another. 

• Glory of forgiveness:  Jesus forgives Peter; gift of the Holy Spirit to bring peace through 
forgiveness and reconciliation. 

         
 ©Gail Carlisle 


