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Bible 101   
1 and 2 Kings; 1 and 2 Chronicles 

March 16, 2022 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Important sections to read in 1 and 2 Kings:   
 1 Kings 3:5-14 = Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 
 1 Kings 8:22-61 = Solomon’s prayer of dedication of the Temple  
 1 Kings 18:20-40 = Elijah and the priests of Baal  
 1 Kings 19:11-18 = Elijah meets God at Mount Horeb  
 2 Kings 2:1-12 = Elijah ascending to heaven 
 2 Kings 23:1-3 = Josiah reading the book of the law 
 
Authorship/time period/scope of 1 and 2 Kings: 

• A single book in the Hebrew Bible, it was split into two books when the Greek translation (the 
Septuagint) was completed in the 2nd century BCE; they conclude the Deuteronomic history 
(Joshua through Kings). 

• They cover the period ((about 960-560 BCE) from the death of King David to the release of the 
last Davidic king Jehoiachin from imprisonment in Babylon. 

• They were likely written from late 7th century to mid-6th century BCE, to provide a theological 
explanation for the destruction of the Kingdom of Judah by Babylon in 586 BCE and to provide a 
foundation and encouragement for a return from exile in Babylon.  

• Jewish tradition says that the prophet Jeremiah was the author but there were multiple sources 
(including folktales) and editors. One of the external documents used as source material is 
referenced in the chapters as “the book of the annals of the kings of Israel;” that book hasn’t 
been found. 

 
Six main characters in 1 and 2 Kings: 

• Solomon:  son of David and his successor as King 

• Rehoboam:  son of Solomon and his successor as King 

• Elijah:  a prophet in the Northern Kingdom 

• Elisha:  Elijah’s successor 

• Hezekiah:  a good king in the Southern Kingdom 

• Josiah:  another good king in the Southern Kingdom 
 

Three main divisions of 1 and 2 Kings: 
 1 Kings 1-11:  United Kingdom of Solomon 
 1 Kings 12-2 Kings 17:  the divided kingdom 
 2 Kings 18-25:  Southern Kingdom (Judah) 
 
The overall arc of the story: 

• Although Solomon’s reign of the United Kingdom began well, his failure “to worship God alone” 
results in the split of the kingdom after his death while his son Rehoboam was king. 
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• None of the kings of the Northern Kingdom (Israel) worshiped God alone; so, eventually the 
Assyrians invaded and destroyed the kingdom, dispersing the people around the region. They’re 
not heard from again and legends refer to them as the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. 

• The Southern Kingdom (Judah) lasted longer but too many of those kings also failed to worship 
God alone; Hezekiah and Josiah were exceptions. The Babylonians invaded, captured Jerusalem, 
destroyed the Temple, and took most of the people into exile. Now all the people have been 
removed from the land promised to them during the Exodus. 

• The restoration of Jehoiachin, the last Davidic king, in Babylon at the very end of 2 Kings is 
evidence that the promise of an eternal Davidic dynasty (given to David in 2 Samuel 7) was still in 
effect, and that the Davidic line will be restored some day. Because God's prophecies and his 
promises are always fulfilled, any not yet fulfilled at the time will be in the future -- and, although 
we read of no more Davidic kings in the Old Testament, we remember that Jesus Christ was of 
the lineage of David. 

 
Solomon 

• Two names:  Solomon = “peaceful”; Jedidiah (name given by Nathan at his birth) = “beloved of 
God”; the tradition is that he is the author of the wisdom literature of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and 
Song of Solomon 

• When David was dying, David’s eldest surviving son Adonijah declared himself King. But Nathan 
(David’s advisor) and Bathsheba (one of David’s wives and the mother of Solomon) collaborated 
to “remind” David that he had promised the kingship to Solomon. 

• Among the instructions David gave Solomon are these words in 1 Kings 2: 
2 “I am about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, be courageous, 3 and keep the 
charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his 
commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, 
so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn. 4 Then the Lord will 
establish his word that he spoke concerning me: ‘If your heirs take heed to their way, to 
walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not 
fail you a successor on the throne of Israel. 

• When God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked what God should give him, Solomon 
asked for “an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil” 
(1 Kings 3:9). In response, God said he would do that but would also give him “riches and honor” 
and would also “lengthen his life” if Solomon kept his statutes and commandments as his father 
had done. An example of Solomon’s wisdom is the story of the two women who both claim the 
same infant and Solomon says perhaps he should cut the baby in half, thus identifying the real 
mother by her response (1 Kings 3:16-28).  

• But Solomon departed from what David and God had told him: as part of establishing political 
and commercial relationships, he married foreign women (against God’s commands); he allowed 
those wives to continue worshiping their foreign gods and built altars to those gods and he 
began to follow those gods himself. He strained his relationships with the people in the northern 
part of the kingdom by his tax policies (when it would be spent for development in the southern 
part of the kingdom) and by the forced labor of so many of them to work on building the Temple 
and many other buildings in Jerusalem. He also amassed great wealth not always in ways that 
would please God. 
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• The high point of his reign was the dedication of the Temple. His prayer at the dedication (1 Kings 
8:22-61) was a strong message of hope for those reading it during and after the Babylonian exile:  
God is faithful to His promises, He is merciful and forgiving.  

• In response to Solomon’s idolatry, God spoke (1 Kings 11): 
11 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this has been your mind and you have not 
kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the 
kingdom from you and give it to your servant. 12 Yet for the sake of your father David I will 
not do it in your lifetime; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 I will not, however, 
tear away the entire kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of my servant 
David and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.” 

• Jesus makes reference to Solomon, using him for comparison purposes when saying not to worry 
about your life in Luke 12:27: “Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.” 

 
Rehoboam 

• Solomon died after a reign of 40 years in 931 BCE. His son Rehoboam became king but the ten 
northern tribes rebelled and established the independent kingdom of Israel (often called Samaria 
in the Old Testament stories) with Jeroboam as their king.   

• Rehoboam continued to rule over the smaller southern kingdom of Judah. The two kingdoms 
were never again united. (The stories usually refer to the single tribe of Judah in the south; there 
was also at first the small tribe of Benjamin (the tribe of King Saul; the Apostle Paul said he was 
also a descendant of that tribe) but it was mostly absorbed by the tribe of Judah). 

• Rehoboam and the people of Judah didn’t worship God alone. Rehoboam and his armies were at 
war with the people of Israel for most of his reign. He wasn’t able to keep an Egyptian pharaoh 
from invading Judah and he gave many of the treasures in the Temple to the pharaoh as tribute. 
 

 
          [map from biblemaps.com] 

 



Bible 101:  Kings/Chronicles (JAK) -- 16mar22 

 

4 

Elijah 

• Name = “My God is YHWH” (YHWH is the Hebrew name for God; written Hebrew has no vowels; 
it is pronounced Yahweh.) 

• He was a prophet and miracle worker who lived in the independent kingdom of Israel during the 
reign of King Ahab in the 9th century BCE. 

• He defended the worship of God over the worship of the Canaanite god Baal. One of the many 
miracle stories of Elijah was his battle with the priests of Baal when God answered his call for fire 
from heaven (1 Kings 18:20-40). He also raised to life the son of a widow, the first recorded 
resurrection in the Bible. These miracles were proof to the people that God is a mighty God. 

• Elijah fled to the wilderness to avoid being killed. An angel fed him and told him to travel to 
Mount Horeb where Moses had received the Ten Commandments from God; no one else is 
recorded as having been to Horeb. Elijah went to Horeb and met God there: 

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. (1 Kings 
19:11-12) [Note: some translations say “a gentle whisper” instead of “a sound of sheer 
silence.”] 

• Elijah and his disciple Elisha seemed to know that Elijah would be taken up to heaven without 
dying. Elijah struck the Jordan River with his mantle so that he and Elisha could cross over on dry 
ground. (When the Israelites were entering the Promised Land, the Ark of the Covenant was held 
in the middle of that river so that the people could cross on dry ground.) Elijah asked Elisha what 
he could do for him before being taken away; Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  
Elijah said that would happen if Elisha saw him being taken up.  Then Elijah was taken up in a 
chariot of “fire and horses” in a whirlwind to heaven. (2 Kings 2:1-12) 

• The final mention of Elijah in the Christian Old Testament is in the last chapter of Malachi, the 
last book:  5 “Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of 
the Lord comes.”  In the New Testament, when the angel told Zechariah of the birth of the son 
that is to be called John, the angel said “With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him” 
(Luke 1:17a); so, many asked John the Baptist if he was Elijah.  Others thought that Jesus may be 
Elijah.  

• During the Transfiguration when Jesus appeared on the mountain in radiant glory, he was 
accompanied by the figures of Moses (representing the Law) and Elijah (representing the 
Prophets) (Matthew 17:2, Mark 9:2–3, Luke 9:28–36). Elijah is also mentioned in Romans, 
Hebrews, and James in the New Testament. 

• In the Jewish Seder meal, remembering the Passover, an empty cup is left for Elijah and the door 
is opened and Elijah is invited to join them for the meal. 

 
Elisha 

• Name = “My God is Salvation” 

• After Elijah was taken up to heaven, Elisha picked up Elijah’s mantle and used it to strike the 
Jordan River so he could cross on dry ground to return to Jericho where he purified the water for 
the people. 
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• He performed twice as many miracles as Elijah (he did have a double portion of Elijah’s spirit), 
including healing Naaman, a commander of the Syrian army, of leprosy. 

 
Hezekiah 

• Hezekiah was one of the “good” kings in the kingdom of Judah who worshiped God alone. After 
King Sennacherib of Assyria invaded the kingdom and captured the fortified cities, Hezekiah 
prayed to God. Hezekiah consulted the prophet Isaiah; Isaiah* then told Hezekiah that God had 
said He was upset with the people of Judah but He wouldn’t forget them completely, that there 
would always be a remnant (2 Kings 19): 

30 The surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward; 31 for from Jerusalem a remnant shall go out, and from Mount Zion a band of 
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

• The remnant theme appears throughout the Old Testament: in Genesis 45:7 (below), in Ezra, and 
in many of the prophetic books. 

God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you 
many survivors. 

• Hezekiah’s son Manasseh succeeded him and restored the altars to Baal, etc. 
 
Josiah 

• Manasseh’s son Amon also didn’t worship God alone but his son Josiah, who became king at age 
eight, was the other “good” king of the kingdom of Judah. 

• The high priest Hilkiah found “the book of the law” in the Temple (tradition says it was 
Deuteronomy); when Josiah’s secretary read it to the king, Josiah tore his clothes in grief that he 
and the people hadn’t followed that law. Josiah sent Hilkiah to consult the prophetess Huldah; 
she replied: 

 She declared to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to 
me, Thus says the Lord, I will indeed bring disaster on this place and on its inhabitants—all 
the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. Because they have abandoned me 
and have made offerings to other gods, so that they have provoked me to anger with all 
the work of their hands, therefore my wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will 
not be quenched. (2 Kings 22:15-17) 

• Josiah read the book of the law to the people and made a covenant with them: 
The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord, 
keeping his commandments, his decrees, and his statutes, with all his heart and all his 
soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. All the people 
joined in the covenant. (2 Kings 23:3) 

• Josiah had the Temple and Jerusalem cleaned of all idols/objects related to worship of Baal and 
other gods; he had all the shrines in the countryside removed; he commanded the people to 
keep the Passover (hadn’t been celebrated since the time of the Judges); he put away all the 
mediums and wizards. 

• He was killed by the Egyptian pharaoh when he met with him as the pharaoh was on his way to 
meet with the Assyrians. 

• Josiah’s two sons were not good kings. God’s punishment finally took place as the army of King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon overran Judah, captured Jerusalem, and took the people into exile. 
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= = = = =  
 
Authorship/time period/scope of 1 and 2 Chronicles: 

• A single book in the Hebrew Bible, it was split into two books when the Greek translation (the 
Septuagint) was completed in the 2nd century BCE. It is the last book in the Hebrew Bible. 

• It’s a “repeat” of Genesis-2 Kings. Much of the content has been copied without change; there 
are different emphases from that in 1 and 2 Kings (e.g., only one chapter on King Saul). 

• It was likely written between 400 and 250 BCE. Tradition says the author was Ezra but scholars 
say it was an anonymous author called “the Chronicler.” 

 
Three divisions: 
 1 Chron. 1-9:  genealogies that begin with Adam 
 1 Chron. 10-29 and 2. Chron. 1-9:  the reigns of David and Solomon 
 2. Chron. 10-36:  kingdom of Judah 
 
Major themes of 1 and 2 Chronicles: 

• God is active in history, especially in the history of Judah; the history of the kingdom of Israel is 
almost completely ignored. 

• God has a special relationship with his chosen people who worship Him in the Temple in 
Jerusalem; the construction of the Temple and the worship rituals are covered in more detail 
than any other topic. 

 
= = = = = 
 
Messages for us in these four books: 

• God wants to be in relationship with us; He doesn’t want us to forget Him but He forgives us 
when we do.  He gives multiple opportunities to repent but eventually there is judgment for 
disobedience. 

• The words of Solomon reassure us:  “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven 
above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk 
before you with all their heart.” (1 Kings 8:23) 
 

= = = = = 
 
* Isaiah was one of the many prophets called by God to proclaim his Word after the division of the 
United Kingdom; Isaiah is the only one named in 2 Kings. Isaiah and these other prophets will be studied 
in future lessons. (Reminder:  the order of the prophetic books in the Old Testament is based on length 
of the books -- longest to shortest -- not on the time period covered.) 
 
 Jonah, Amos, and Hosea prophesy to the Northern Kingdom. 
 Obadiah, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah prophesy to Judah. 
 Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi are prophets during and following the captivity in 
Babylon. 
 
[information about these prophets from PSK’s 2018 handout on 2 Kings/1 and 2 Chronicles] 


