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Bible 101   
Gospel of Luke, Part II 

(Chapter 19 verse 28 – Chapter 24 verse 53) 
November 2, 2022 

 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Important sections to read 
 
Chapter 19 verse 28 – Chapter 24 verse 53:  This is the conclusion of the Gospel of Luke and 
covers the events from Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, his teaching and healing 
ministry, the Last Supper and institution of Holy Communion, the trial and crucifixion of Jesus, 
Jesus’ resurrection  and ascension. 
 
Luke’s Symbol 

 
The ox is the traditional symbol of Luke.  The ox was a common sacrificial 
animal and Luke highlights the sacrifice of Jesus.  
 
[Image is from a set of stained-glass windows at Saint Bernard Catholic Church, 
Corning, Ohio. In the public domain -- Wikimedia Commons] 

 
 

 
Structure of the Gospel – Part I 
 
Part I covered the Gospel of Luke from Chapter 1 verse 1 through Chapter 19 verse 27 and 
included these major events: 
 

• Births of John the Baptizer and Jesus 
 

• Baptism of Jesus 
 

• Jesus foretelling his suffering and death three times 
 

• Transfiguration of Jeus 
 

• Ministry of Jesus in Galilee 
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Major Themes  in Part II 
 
Luke’s inclusion of women and the outcast 
 
As described in Part I, Luke included many references to women and others on the 
fringes of a society that favored adult males.  Women played a crucial role in Luke’s 
account of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  In the Gospel of Luke a core group of women 
followed Jesus on his way to the cross, prepared spices for the customary burial rites, 
and then are the first ones that witnessed and proclaimed the risen Christ.  In contrast, 
Peter observed the empty tomb and then went home in amazement. 
 
Luke records that the first two to proclaim Jesus’ innocence were the one robber 
(Chapter 23 verse 41) and a centurion—a Roman military officer (Chapter 23  verse 47).     
 
Luke and Scriptures (Old Testament) 
 
Luke is regarded as the “Greek” gospel, that is, the primary audience is members of the 
early church that were from non-Jewish communities.  Although Luke does not have the 
extensive quotations from the Old Testament that is a feature of Matthew, the writer of 
Luke displays familiarity with the Old Testament, the Temple, and Jewish customs.  A 
key part of the Gospel is Chapter 24 where twice Jesus instructed his disciples that his 
suffering and death were needed so that he could “come into his glory” and that this 
was told in the scriptures—that is the Law, Prophets, and Psalms and other wisdom 
literature.  Thus, in his own way, the Gospel of Luke demonstrates a direct link between 
the Old and New Testaments. 

 
Structure of the Gospel – Part II 
 
Part II covers Chapter 19 verse 28 – Chapter 24 verse 53. Below are notes of the major events 
and teachings recorded in the conclusion of Luke. 
 

1. Jesus’ Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem, Chapter 19 verses 28-40:  In the church 
calendar this is commemorated as Palm Sunday marking the start of Holy Week.  Like 
the other Gospel accounts, Luke describes the scene of people shouting joyfully and 
spreading their cloaks on the ground.  In the start of the conflict with the religious 
leaders, Luke notes that some of the Pharisees asked Jesus to order them to stop.  Jesus’ 
reply was:   “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out” (verse 40). 
 

2. Jesus Cleanses the Temple, Chapter 19 verses 45-46.  In a sparse account Luke tells that 
Jesus entered the Temple and drove out “those that were selling things there” and 
quoted Isaiah 56 verse 7 and Jeremiah 7:11:  “My house shall be called a house of 
prayer, but you have made it a den of robbers.” 
 

3. Jesus’ Conflict with the Scribes and Pharisees, Chapter 19 verse 47 – 20 verse 47:  This 
part of Luke narrates the point of no return in Jesus’ conflict with the religious leaders in 
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Jerusalem—scribes, chief priests, elders, Pharisees, and Sadducees.  In Chapter 19 verse 
47 and 48 Luke states that Jesus began teaching in the Temple and that “the chief 
priests, scribes, and leaders of the people kept looking for a way to kill him (Jesus).”   
 
Luke next presents a series of stories where various members of the Jewish leadership 
engage with Jesus with the aim of trapping him: 
 

• Jesus’ authority is challenged, and Jesus rebutted this by citing John the Baptizer 
(Chapter 20 verses 1-8) 
 

• Jesus then told the parable of the wicked tenants who kill the owner’s slaves and 
then his son.  Luke says that when the scribes and chief priests realized this was 
an allegory about them, they wanted to immediately kill Jesus but did not 
because they were afraid of the people who had come to hear him. (Chapter 20 
verses 9-19) 
 

• Jesus’ opponents then laid a trap for Jesus with the question about whether it 
was lawful to pay taxes to the Roman government.  If he said “yes”, then they 
would accuse him of idolatry and if he said “no” then he would be turned in to 
the Roman authorities.  Jesus silenced them by stating:  “Then give to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.”  (Chapter 20 verses 20-26)  
 

• The next story is about the Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection, 
questioning Jesus about the resurrection.  They laid out a scenario about seven 
brothers, each of whom dies, and following the Law of Moses, the next eldest 
one marries the widow.  The question they posed to Jesus is who will be married 
to the  woman after the resurrection, and all are in heaven.  Jesus told them that 
their entire premise is wrong -- those who are worthy of entry into heaven will 
be like angels, that is, children of God, and marriage will no longer be needed.  
(Chapter 20 verses 27-40) 
 

• Chapter 20 closes with Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes as hypocrites (verses 
45-47) 

 
4.  Chapter 21 mainly consists of a series of statements on future events.  They have a style 

similar to the oracles of the Old Testament prophets as they frequently use poetic 
language and are more like warnings rather than predictions of events at specific times 
and places.  They are summarized below: 
 

• The destruction of the Temple is foretold in Chapter 21 verses 5-6. 
 

• The disciples asked Jesus when the Temple will be destroyed.  Jesus warned that 
there will be wars, famines, and natural disasters.  He also told them that they 
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will be persecuted, but “By your endurance you will gain your souls.”  (Chapter 
21 verses 7-19 
 

• Jesus also predicted that the Gentiles would be captured by foreign forces.  
(Chapter 21 verses 20-24) 
 

• Jesus then prophesied about his return.  There will be a time of turmoil and fear, 
and then “the Son of Man coming in a cloud of power and great glory.”  This 
imagery recalls the Transfiguration.  (Chapter 21 verses 29-36) 
 

5. Institution of the Lord’s Supper:  Luke inserted his account of the preparation of Jesus 
celebrating the Passover and the institution of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in 
Chapter 22 verses 7-23.  Luke’s words of institution use the phrase “new covenant” as 
compared to the plain “covenant” in Matthew and Mark.  Most commentators see this 
as an implicit reference to Jeremiah 31 verse 31:  “The days are surely coming, says the 
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.” 
 

6. Trial of Jesus:  The plot to kill Jesus is put in motion when Judas Iscariot agreed to betray 
Jesus to the chief priests (Chapter 22 verses 1-6).  After the Passover meal, Jesus led the 
disciples to the Mount of Olives.  While the disciples slept, Jesus prayed to the Father 
that the cup, representing his coming persecution and death, be removed but ended the 
prayer that “not my will but yours be done” (Chapter 22 verse 42). 
 
Then an armed mob sent by the chief priests and elders surrounded Jesus and Judas 
identified Jesus with a kiss (most likely the ritual kiss on the cheek).  A scuffle broke out 
and the ear of the slave of the high priest was cut off.  Jesus healed the wound and 
ordered his disciples to stop fighting.  As he was arrested Jesus again denounced his 
opponents by saying that they did not dare arrest him in daylight while he was 
preaching in the Temple, but had to arrest him in the “power of darkness”.  (Chapter 22 
verses 47-53. 
 
Jesus then faced accusations four times:  the chief priests and scribes; the Roman 
governor of Judah, Pontius Pilate, King Herod whose jurisdiction included Galilee; and 
back to Pilate.  While before the chief priests and scribes he was asked if he was the Son 
of God and Pilate asked him if he was the King of the Jews; in both instances Jesus 
replied that “you say that I am”.  Pilate told he chief priests that neither he nor Herod 
found Jesus’ words worthy of a death sentence.  Instead, Pilate ordered Jesus flogged.  
However, the crowd demanded Jesus’ death and Pilate assented and ordered Jesus’ 
death by crucifixion.  (Chapter 22 verses 66-71, Chapter 23 verses 1-25.  Note that Luke 
does not give the motivation for Pilate’s order of the death sentence and only uses the 
vague term of “crowd”.   

 
7. Jesus’ death:  In general, Luke’s account of the crucifixion follows those of Matthew and 

Mark.  Here are the events unique to Luke: 
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• In Chapter 23 verses 27-31 Luke recorded that a group of women followed Jesus 
and engaged in the customary mourning rituals of beating their breasts and 
wailing.  Jesus turned to them and told them not to weep for him but for 
themselves and their children for there will be a time of great suffering—echoing 
the warnings in Chapter 21.  
 

• Luke has extended the dialog between the two robbers and Jesus.  One of the 
robbers joins those in the crowd that mocked Jesus, stating that if Jesus were the 
Messiah then he would save himself and the two robbers.  The other robber 
attested to Jesus’ innocence and asked that Jesus remember him when “you 
come into your kingdom”.  “Jesus replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise’.”  (Chapter 23 verses 39-43) 
 

• The only other words that Luke has Jesus speaking from the cross are his last:  
“Father, into your hands I commend my Spirit.”  (Chapter 23 verse 46) 
 

• Like the other Gospels, Luke recorded that Joseph of Arimathea, asked Pilate for 
the body of Jesus and his request was granted.  Jospeh wrapped the body in 
linen and placed it in a new tomb.  Luke also noted that the women who 
followed Jesus to the cross also observed the location of the tomb  (Chapter 23 
verses 50-56) 

 
Resurrection and ascension:  Chapter 24 concludes the Gospel of Luke.  The first part of 
Chapter 24, verses 1-12, is Luke’s story of  the Resurrection.  The first witnesses are the 
women who came to anoint the body and instead found an empty tomb guarded by two 
angels.  The angels told them that Jesus had risen—“Why do you look for the living 
among the dead?”  They went and told the disciples what they had seen.  Peter ran to 
the tomb, observed the scene, and them went home “amazed at what had happened.”   
 
The next scene is unique to Luke and is usually called “The Road to Emmaus.”  It 
concerns two of Jesus’ disciples who were walking from Jerusalem to the nearby town 
of Emmaus.  They met another traveler but did not recognize him as the risen Jesus.  
They told him about Jesus’ death and what they had heard about the empty tomb.   
 
Jesus, whom they still did not recognize, began to teach them that his suffering and 
death was necessary for him  to “enter into his glory” and “beginning with Moses, and 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.”  As 
it was getting late, the two disciples asked Jesus to stay with them and Jesus agreed.  
While they were eating, Jesus took the bread, broke it, and gave it to them.  It was at 
this point that they finally recognized Jesus.  Jesus vanished from their sight and the two 
disciples went back to Jerusalem.  They found the eleven and told them that they had 
seen the risen Jesus and were told that Jesus appeared to Simon.  Luke concludes the 
story with the two disciples testifying that Jesus “had been made known to them in the  
breaking of the bread”, which we can recognize as the first Holy Communion celebration  
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(Chapter 24 verses 13-35) 
 
The final story in Luke is the final meeting of Jesus and the eleven disciples.  Jesus 
appeared to them, showed them his hands and feet, and ate some bread and fish to 
show that he not a ghost, as they first thought.  As with the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, Jesus then taught them that his suffering and death was needed to fulfill what 
was written in the Law, the prophets, and the psalms.  In a foreshadowing of Pentecost, 
Jesus then instructed them to remain in Jerusalem until they were “clothed with power 
from on high”.  Jesus’ last actions recorded in Luke were that he blessed the disciples 
and then was lifted into heaven.  The last verse in Luke states that the disciples 
“returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the Temple blessing 
God”.  (Chapter 24 verses 36-53) 
 

The open-ended conclusion to the Gospel of Luke provides a segue to the second volume of 
Luke—The Acts of the Apostles (Acts).  In Acts, Luke included the Holy Spirit descending on the 
Apostles at Pentecost, the story of the early church, the first persecutions, the ministries of the 
eleven Apostles (i.e., Peter, John, and Phillip), and the story of the Apostle Paul from his 
conversion on the road to Damascus to his final house arrest. 
 
 
 
 


