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Bible 101   
2nd Corinthians 

February 1, 2023 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts 
 
Important sections to read 

• 2 Cor. 5:6-10 = Walk by faith 

• 2 Cor. 5:16-21 = Ministry of reconciliation  

• 2 Cor. 12:5-10 = Strength in Christ  

• 2 Cor. 13:11-13 = Paul’s closing words 
 
Authorship/Time period/Audience 
 
The second letter of Paul to the church in Corinth or 2 Corinthians was written by the Apostle 
Paul around 55-56 CE.  Corinth, which exists today, and as the map below shows, is in south-
central Greece and was a major trade center in the first century CE.  The Greco-Roman culture 
and religion were a major influence on most of the city’s population. 
 

 
 
Paul’s style of writing in 2 Corinthians 
 
The format of 2 Corinthians is the same as 1 Corinthians and is typical of letters in that era:  
opening and greetings; thanksgiving; body addressing his purpose(s); closing and greetings.  The 
text shows that 2 Corinthians is the continuation of a series of messages between Paul and the 
Corinthians and the New Testament only has one side.  In modern terms, 2 Corinthians would 
be similar to only having the last message of an extended e-mail thread.  Combined with Paul’s 
extended “legalistic” writing style, the text of 2 Corinthians can be difficult to follow and 
understand.  
 
Main themes of 2 Corinthians  
 
There are three major themes in 2 Corinthians:  1) words of encouragement, 2) Paul’s defense 
of his ministry, and 3) a collection for Jerusalem. 
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Words of encouragement  
  
In 1 Corinthians Paul addressed a series of problems in that church, sometimes with sharp 
language.  There is a shift in tone in 2 Corinthians as Paul commends the Corinthians for 
successfully resolving these problems and offers words of encouragement.  Here are some 
selected texts: 
 

 Life in Jesus (Ch. 4:13-15) 
 
“But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with 
scripture—‘I believed, and so I spoke’—we also believe, and so we 
speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 
with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for 
your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.”  
 
Walk by faith (Ch. 5:6-10) 
 
“So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we 
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 
him. For all of us must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each 
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or 
evil.” 
 
Ministry of Reconciliation (Ch. 5:16-21) 
 
“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
 
Paul’s defense of his ministry 
 

The texts of 2 Corinthians and Galatians show that Paul and his ministries were attacked to the  
point that he needed to make a public defense  Paul’s rebuttal to his critics is found in 2 
Corinthians in Chapters 10 and 11.  In Chapter 10 verse 8, Paul reminds his readers that he was 
given his authority directly from Christ—apparently Paul knows that the Corinthians are familiar 
with the story of his vision of the risen Jesus while on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-22).  
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Throughout 2 Corinthians Paul states that he is working as an ambassador of Christ to spread 
the Gospel message.  Examples of this are in Chapter 10 verses 7 and 14.   Paul states that his 
message is focused not on himself but on the Gospel of Christ.  Paul furthers his credentials as 
an apostle by listing in Chapter 11 verses 16-29 the many physical pains and hardships he has 
endured during his missionary journeys-- including flogging, stoning, beating, and shipwrecks. 
 
In Chapter 11 verses 4-15 Paul counterattacks his critics.  He accuses them of boasting about 
themselves and sarcastically calls them “super-apostles” that teach a different Gospel.  
 

Collection for Jerusalem 
 
In 1 Corinthians Paul told the Corinthians that he expected that they also would contribute to 
the relief project for the Jerusalem church and that he would collect it in his next trip to 
Corinth.  In Chapter1  verses 12-22, Paul tells the Corinthians that his next visit to them was 
delayed.  In Chapter 9 verses 1-5, Paul commends them for their generosity and tells them that 
“I am sending others in order that our boast about you may not prove to have been empty” 
(verse 3). 
 
Paul’s Closing Words 
 
One other section of note is Paul’s closing words, which are in Chapter 13 verses 11-13.  The 
words are pastoral and emotional: 

 
“Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will 
be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you.” 
 

The first verse echoes Paul’s message of unity in 1 Corinthians.  The last verse uses a Trinitarian 
format that separately addresses the Lord Jesus Christ; God, as implicit reference to God the 
Father; and the Holy Spirit.  This verse is used as a benediction in many of our worship liturgies. 
 
Reflections 
 
In 2 Corinthians we see the many sides of Paul—proclaiming the Gospel of Christ, engaging in 
pastoral ministry to the Corinthian church, and acting as a charity organizer.  How can we learn 
from Paul to engage in the work of the church today? 


