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Bible 101   
Minor Prophets-Part 1 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah 
September 21, 2022 

 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts 
 
Introduction 
 
The Protestant Bible groups the books of the Old Testament from Isaiah through Malachi as 
“The Prophets”.  (Please refer to the Bible 101 document “Introduction to the Prophets” for  
general information on these books.) The first five books of The Prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel and are called the “Major Prophets” due to their length.  The 
remaining twelve books traditionally are called the “Minor Prophets”.  Please note that the 
designation “Minor” only refers to length of the books as some of the most important and 
memorable prophetic messages are found in these books; a modern term for this collection is 
“Latter Prophets”. 
 
For this Bible 101 series we will divide our study of the Minor Prophets into two documents.  
Part I will provide a geographic and chronological overview and summarize the books of Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah.  Part II will cover the books of Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
 
Geographic and historical contexts of the Minor Prophets 
 
After the death of King Solomon the formerly unified kingdom of Israel was divided into two 

successor kingdoms.  The first was the Northern Kingdom, which retained the name Israel and 

had Samaria as its capital.  The 

second was the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah with 

Jerusalem as its capital.  The 

audiences of the Minor 

Prophets sometimes included 

both kingdoms, sometimes only 

one of the kingdoms, and 

occasionally neighboring 

kingdoms.  The map shows the 

two kingdoms and surrounding 

territories. 
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A second aspect of the Minor Prophets is the time of their ministries.  The Protestant Bible 

presents the Minor Prophets in an approximate chronological order.  The table below, supplied 

by Pastor Kessinger, groups the Minor Prophets in their estimated time periods.  Note the 

differences between the lists and the order presented in the Protestant Bible.
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Message of the Minor Prophets 

Although the Minor Prophets spoke about the situations in their own times and places, a 

consistent theme in their messages was a call for the leaders and people to return to the 

covenant relation with the Lord.  In their speeches and oracles, the Minor Prophets had these 

four general issues: 

• Accusation of sins:  The major sin was falling into the worship of foreign gods. The Minor 

Prophets also accused their audiences of ignoring their obligations under the law to 

execute justice and tend to the needy and oppressed. 

 

• Impending punishment:  The Minor Prophets warned that God had observed their sins 

and He was about to execute judgment and render punishment.   

 

• Call for repentance:  The Minor Prophets reminded their audiences of  God’s steadfast 

love for His people and urgently issued calls for the people to repent of their sins. 

 

• Promise of restoration:  The Minor Prophets balanced their condemnations of sin with 

messages of the blessings of returning to obedience in a restored relationship with God. 

 

The literary styles of the books of the Minor Prophets are similar to those found in the Major 

Prophets and the Psalms.  Their accusations of sin and calls for repentance frequently used 

harsh language, such as comparing Israel’s idolatry to prostitution.  The warnings of impending 

punishment include imagery based on famines and natural disasters.  On the other hand, the 

promises of restoration include scenes of peace and prosperity like those in the Psalms. 

Following are summaries of the first six books of the Minor Prophets.  Each summary includes a 

description of their geographic and historical contexts, the important themes of the prophetic 

messages, and some sample texts. 

Hosea 

Recommended reading: 

• Chapter 4, verses 1-3:  Israel’s sins 

• Chapter 6, verses 1-3:  Call for repentance 

• Chapter 14, verses 4-9:  Consolation and promise of forgiveness 

The book of Hosea opens with Hosea’s call to serve as a prophet, chapter 1 verse 1: 

“ The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri, in the days of Kings Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah, and in the days of King Jeroboam son of Joash 

of Israel.” 
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From the list of the kings, Hosea’s ministry can be dated to approximately 750-725 BCE during 

the time of the Assyrian Empire.  Verse 1 also introduces that Hosea will speak to the leaders 

and people of both the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

The book of Hosea is 14 chapters long, making it the longest of the Minor Prophets.  Hosea’s 

speeches and oracles make extensive use of images and metaphors drawn from agriculture, the 

natural world, and family life. 

The contents of the book can be divided into two parts.  The first part consists of chapter 1, 

verses 2-9 and chapter 2 and 3, where God commands Hosea to marry two prostitutes as a live 

metaphor of Israel’s unfaithfulness.. 

The second part records the speeches and oracles of Hosea.  They are apparently arranged in a 

rough chronological order and skip from topic to topic.  Below is a description of these texts 

organized by theme: 

• Accusation of sins:  The sins of Israel are found in chapters 4, 8, 9, 10, and 13.  Chapter 5 

and chapter 6 verses 4-11 are the judgments against Israel and Judah. 

 

• Impending punishment:  Chapter 9 describes the imminent punishment of Israel .  Hosea 

uses vivid descriptions of agricultural failures and famine to describe God’ s anger over 

Israel’s idolatry.  Some examples are: 

 

Chapter 9, verse 2:  “Threshing floor and wine vat shall not feed them;  

and the new wine shall fail them.” 

 

Chapter 9, verse 16:  “Ephraim is stricken , their root is dried up, they shall bear no 

fruit.” 

 

• Call for repentance:  Hosea admonishes  the people to return to the Lord and remember 

His steadfast love in chapters, 6, 11, and 12.  Chapter 6, verse 1 is an example of this 

message:  “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn and he will heal 

us;”. 

 

• Promise of restoration:  Included in Hosea’s speeches and oracles are God’s promises of 

forgiveness and restoration of the covenant relationship.  The book of Hosea concludes 

in Chapter 14 verses 4 through 9 with the promise of forgiveness and renewal.  An 

example is verse 4:  “I will heal this disloyalty, I will love them freely, for my anger has 

turned from them.” 

 

Chapter 6 verse 11(b) through Chapter 7 verse 1:  “When I would restore the fortunes of 

my people when I would heal Israel; and the corruption of Ephraim is ended. …”. 
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Chapter 14 verse 7:  “They shall again live beneath my shadow, they shall flourish as a 

garden, they shall blossom like the vine, their fragrance shall be like the wine of 

Lebanon.” 

Joel 

Recommended reading: 

• Chapter 1 verses13:  Call to repentance—“Put on sackcloth and lament” 

• Chapter 2 verses 28-29:  God’s spirit poured out to all 

• Chapter 3 verse 16:  “the Lord is a refuge” 

Joel is introduced in chapter 1 verse 1 simply as “Joel son of Pethuel”.  There  are no historical 

markers in the text but commentators place Joel’s ministry around 850 BCE in the Early Assyrian 

Period.  The book consists of only three chapters and is noted for its prophecy of a plague of 

locusts.  Here is a summary of Joel’s prophecies in the order presented in the text: 

• Chapter 1 verses 2-12 is an oracle of agricultural failure in the land.  Verses 2-4 feature 

successive plagues of different types of locusts, with an implicit reference to the eighth 

plague against the Egyptians as recorded in Exodus chapter 10. 

 

• Chapter 1 verse 13 through chapter 2 verse 17 is a call for repentance.  Chapter 1 verse 

13 sets the tone for this section:  “Put on sackcloth and lament you priests; wail you 

ministers of the altar.”  Embedded in this section is a reminder of God’s mercy in 

chapter 2 verse 13 (which is used in worship in Lent):  “Return to the Lord your God, for 

He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love”. 

 

• Chapter 2 verses 18-27 is an oracle on the blessings God will give to His people.  This 

section is replete with images of a bountiful land and agricultural prosperity.  An 

example is chapter 2 verse 24:  “The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall 

overflow with wine and oil.”  This section concludes with a covenantal promise:  “You 

shall know that I am in  the midst of Israel; I the Lord, am your God, and there is no 

other.” 

 

• Chapter 2 verses 28-32 is the prophecy that God will pour is spirit out on all people and 

salvation for the faithful.  Verses 28-29 are: 

“Then afterwards  I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

   your old men shall dream dreams, 

   and your young men shall see visions. 

 

Even on the male and female slaves, 
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   in those days, I will pour out my spirit.” 

 

Saint Peter will cite these verses in this Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:14-21). 

 

• Chapter 3 verses 1-16 are prophecies of God’s judgment against Valley of Jehosophat 

(location of Israelites victory over a coalition of the foreign states of Moab, Ammon, and 

Edom); and the coastal cities of Tyre and Sidon.  This section concludes in Chapter 3 

verse 16 with a statement of God’s power:  “But the Lord is a refuge for His people, a 

stronghold for the people of Israel.” 

 

• Chapter 3 verses 17-21 is an oracle that the future of Judah will be one of peace and 

prosperity.  Chapter 3 closes with the promise that God will forgive the sins of the 

people. 

Amos 

Recommended readings: 

• Chapter 5 verses 21-24:  Call for justice. 

• Chapter 8 verses 4-14:  God’s judgment on those that oppress the poor 

Amos was a “herdsman and dresser of sycamore trees” (chapter 7 verse 14) when God called 

him to be a prophet .  Commentators place his ministry in the mid-eighth century BCE when 

Assyria was the dominant empire in the region. 

The book of Amos is a compilation of Amos’s speeches and oracles pronouncing God’s 

judgment and impending punishment to Israel, Judah, and their neighbors. The language is a 

direct, “in your face” (to use a colloquial expression) style.  Amos frequently uses imagery of 

plagues of locusts, echoing Joel; famine ; and natural disasters.  A prime example is chapter 5 

verses 21-24 where God condemns the false piety of the people: 

“I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

Even though you bring me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

I will not accept them;  

and the offerings of well-being or your fatted animals I will not look upon. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

I will not listen to the music or your harps.  

But let justice roll down like waters and justice like an ever-flowing stream.” 

This message is repeated in chapter 8 verses 4-14.  In these verses God condemns those that 

oppress and cheat the poor and needy.  He promises that He will not forget their sins and a 

famine will be their punishment.  In verse 9 Amos uses apocalyptic imagery to dramatically 

drive his message:  “On that day, says the Lord God, I will make the sun to go down at noon, 

and darken the earth in broad daylight.” 
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After all these prophecies of sin, judgment, and punishment, the book concludes in chapter 9 

verses 11-15 with a message that the kingdom of David will be restored.  Verse 11 opens with:  

“On that day I will raise up the branch of David that is fallen …”.   

  

Obadiah 

 

Recommended reading:  All 21 verses of this shortest  book in the Old Testament 

The time of Obadiah’s ministry is in the Early Assyrian Period, around 845 BCE.  The book 

consists of one oracle against Edom.  As the map above shows, Edom lies south of the Dead Sea 

and east of the Jordan River.  The Bible identifies Edom as the territory of the descendants of 

Jacob’s brother Esau and a rival of Israel.   

Obadiah’s message is a condemnation of Edom for its hostile actions against Israel.  With 

violent language, the oracle personifies this as a conflict between Jacob and Esau.  Verse 10 is a 

good example of this:  “For the slaughter and violence done to your brother Jacob, shame hall 

cover you (Edom) and you will be cut of forever.” 

The oracle concludes in verses 17-21 with the prophecy that Israel will defeat Edom.  Verse 18 

states this using agricultural imagery:  “The house of Jacob shall be a fire, the house of Joseph a 

flame, and the house of Esau stubble”.  History shows that that the people of Edom were 

absorbed or conquered by their neighbors and that Edom ceased to exist by the late second 

century BCE. 

Jonah 

Recommended texts:  Chapters 1, 3, and 4 tell the story of Jonah:  his call to be prophet, his 

attempt to escape, capture and rescue from the “big fish”, and his successful call to repentance 

in Nineveh.  Chapter 2 is Jonah’s prayer for deliverance while in the belly of the fish. 

Commentators disagree about the time of the writing of the book as there are no clues in the 

text such as the reign of a king or other historical event.  The table above places Jonah in the 

early Assyrian period of 790 to 750 BCE.  Others, based on the message of the text, lace it 

around the time of the Exile. 

For the purposes of this Bible 101 series, the book of Jonah should be considered as a parable.  

This will enable us to enjoy the fast-moving story arc; avoid irrelevant issues like what kind of 

creature ate Jonah, how big Nineveh was, and how does one put sackcloth on a cat (see chapter 

3, verses 6-8). 

For our Bible 101 discussion we need to focus on the two major themes.  The first is that there 

is no place to hide from God.  At the point of the story where Jonah was swallowed by the “big 

fish”, Jewish readers would consider Jonah as good as dead—in the “big fish” that is swimming 

in the seas, and far from the safety of land.  Yet God knows where Jonah is and commands the 
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fish to expel Jonah.  Jonah then accepted his call and went to Nineveh to fulfill his prophetic 

ministry. 

The second theme focuses on the people that Jonah spoke to.  The primary audience of the 

other Minor Prophets were the Israelites living in the Northern and Southern Kingdoms.  Jonah 

was sent to the city of Nineveh, known in history as a major city in the ancient Assyrian empire 

and its capital from 705-642 BCE.   

Jonah’s prophecy of impending punishment from God is received by the people of the city and 

they repent and proclaim a fast.  The second message of Jonah is that while God established a 

covenant with Abraham and his descendants, God’s mercy and love are not bound by human 

boundaries.  This is marked by the final verse of the book, chapter 4, verse 11, where God tells 

Jonah: 

“And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there 

are more than one hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their 

right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

This verse also supplies the answer to the Bible trivia question, what is the only book of the 

Bible than ends with a question. 

Micah 

Recommended reading: 

• Chapter 4 verse 3:  swords into plowshares and spears to pruning hooks 

• Chapter 5 verses 25:  A future ruler will come from Bethlehem 

• Chapter 7 verses 18-20:  God’s compassion and forgiveness 

Micah’s ministry is around 730-700 BCE.  This places it around the capture and subsequent exile 

of the Northern Kingdom by the Assyrian empire.  Micah’s oracles are directed at both the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  The literary style of the book 

of Micah is the poetic oracle.  The book is a compilation of Micah’s oracles with a mix of topics 

that jump from one to another and back again.  Below is presentation of the book by theme: 

• Sin and punishment:  Chapter 1 announces punishment of Israel and Judah for their sins.  

Chapter 3 condemns the actions of the leaders and false prophets of both Israel and 

Judah; chapter 3 verse 2 denounces them as “you who hate the good and love the evil.”  

In chapter 6 and chapter 7 verses 1-10, God confronts Israel for their unfaithfulness and 

evil deeds.   

 

• Promises of forgiveness and restoration:  Micah’s oracles include words of comfort and 

encouragement to the faithful.  Chapter 4 verses 1-5 describe the blessings on those 

that are obedient to God.  Verse 3 is the familiar image of peace:  “they will beat their 

swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks”.  The remainder of chapter 
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4 is a prophecy of the end of the Babylonian exile and the restoration of the prominence 

of Jerusalem. 

 

Chapter 5 verses 7-15 is an oracle about the restoration of the “remnant of Jacob”—a 

reference to the Northern Kingdom.    

 

• Prophecy about Bethlehem:  Chapter 5 verses 2-5(a) is a prophecy that a future ruler 

will come from Bethlehem which was the birthplace of the great King David.  Verse 2 is a 

description of the ruler, burrowing g language that is also found in Daniel:  “one who is 

to rule in Israel, who is from old, from ancient days”. 

 

This text is an important part of the nativity story in chapter 2 of the Gospel of Matthew.  

The magi from the East visit King Herod asking where they can find the newborn King of 

the Jews.  Herod, fearful of a rival, asks the Jewish leaders and scribes about this with 

the ruse that he too wants to worship the child.  They quote to him Micah’s prophecy 

about Bethlehem.  Herod, who did not hesitate to kill perceived rivals in his own family, 

ordered the slaying of all baby boys in Bethlehem that were two years old or younger.  

(The sacrifice of these children is remembered on the church calendar on December 

28th as the festival of the Holy Innocents.)  An angel warns Joseph in a dream about 

Herod’s  plot, and he takes Mary and the baby Jesus to safety in Egypt.  This event is  

frequently called the “Flight of the Holy Family.” 

   

 

 

 

 

   


