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Bible 101   

Matthew—Part II (Chapters 21-28) 

October 12, 2022 

 

Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 

Important sections to read 

 

Chapters 21-28.  These chapters cover the last eight days of Jesus’ early life and reading all 

seven chapters will present the entire drama from the triumphant entry into Jerusalem through 

the Resurrection.   

 

Gospel of Matthew, Chapters 1-20 

In Part I, Chapters 1-20, we stated that the themes of Matthew were to closely tie the Gospel 

story to the Old Testament; present Jesus as the Son o0f God; the Kingdom of God as a major 

theme of Jesus’ teaching; and the conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders.  Important 

topics we covered in Part 1 were: 

• Genealogy of Jesus (Chapter 1 verses 1-17) 

 

• Birth of Jesus (Chapter 1 verse 18 to end of Chapter2) 

 

• Baptism of Jesus and Temptation in the Wilderness (Chapter 3-4 verse 8) 

 

• Galilean Ministry (Chapters 4-10):  Included in these chapters are the call of the 

disciples; miracle healings; other miracles, and teaching the disciples and people with 

extensive use of parables. 

 

• Transfiguration (Chapter 17 verses 1-8) 

 

Overview of Chapters 21-28 

Chapters 21 through Chapter 28 verse 15 cover the last eight days of Jesus’ earthly life.  

Relating this to the church’s annual calendar, these texts include: 

• Palm Sunday—Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

 

• Institution of Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday 
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• Jesus’ trial, suffering , and crucifixion on Good Friday 

 

• Resurrection on Easter Sunday 

 

• The Gospel of Matthew ends with the Great Commission: Jesus’ post-resurrection 

instructions in Chapter 28 verses 16-20. 

Chapters 21-28 are a mix of narrative, instructions, and stories of healing miracles.  The 

summaries below follow the order of the text. 

Chapter 21 verses 1-17--Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem and Cleansing of the Temple 

Chapter 21 opens with two events that mark a dramatic 

transition in Matthew’s narrative.  The first event is Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem on a donkey with a colt beside it.  The donkey is 

a symbol of peace as compared to a conquering general 

leading a victory parade astride his war horse.  Verse 4 

states that this fulfilled the prophecy in Zechariah Chapter 

9 verse 9: 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

The people welcomed the arrival of a great teacher and miracle worker by spreading palm 

branches and their cloaks on the road and with shouts of “Hosanna to the Son of David”.  In the 

church’s calendar we celebrate this as Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week. 

The second major event is known as the Cleansing of the Temple.  This occurred immediately 

after Jesus entered Jerusalem.  As background, the Temple had its own coinage to maintain its 

ritual purity.  Observant Jews would come to the Temple to pay the annual Temple tax and 

offer sacrifices.  What developed was a marketplace where people could exchange their 

common currency for Temple currency and buy animals for sacrifice.  Jesus, irate at those that 

exploited this situation to enrich themselves, overturned the tables of the merchants.  Verses 

14-16 record a confrontation between Jesus and the chief priests and scribes.   

Chapter 21 verse 18 – Chapter 26 verse 13—Plots and Parables 

The section of Matthew from Chapter 21 verse 18 through Chapter 26 verse 13 cover the time 

after the cleansing of the Temple to immediately before Jesus celebrates Passover with the 

disciples.  In these texts are a mix of narrative, miracles, and Jesus’ teachings. In terms of the 

church calendar this time is the last part of Palm Sunday through the afternoon of Maundy 

Thursday.   A discussion of all the material in these chapters is beyond the scope of this Bible 
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101 summary—please see a commentary of the Gospel of Matthew for background information 

and analysis of these texts.  Below is a summary of the events and a selection of parables with 

an emphasis on showing the escalating conflict between Jesus and the Jewish leaders in 

Jerusalem.   

The text does not provide a detailed chronology, but key events are: 

• Chapter 21 verses 23-27 describe an escalation of the tension between the Temple 

leadership.  They questioned the source of Jesus’ authority to take his provocative 

actions.  Jesus turned the tables on them by asking them about the source of John the 

Baptizer for his ministry.  They were caught in a dilemma because if they answered from 

heaven then Jesus would ask them why they didn’t follow John, and if they said on their 

own they would have angered the people who regarded John as a prophet.  Verse 27 

states that they “answered Jesus, ‘We do not know’ and he said to them ‘Neither will I 

tell you the authority I am doing these things.’”   

 

• In Chapter 22 verses 15-22 the Pharisees question Jesus about the legality of paying 

taxes to the pagan Roman government.  Jesus’ reply is the well-known:  “Give therefore 

to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s and to God the things that are God’s.”   

 

• Chapter 23 is Jesus’ sharp attack on the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees.  Jesus 

uses the rhetorical device of repetition by opening each critique with “Woe to you 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites.”   

 

• The conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders had reached a point of no return.  

Chapter 26 verses 3-5 states “Then the chief priests and the elders of the people 

gathered in the palace of the high priest who was called Caiaphas, and they conspired to 

arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.  But not during the festival (Passover) or there may 

be a riot among the people.” 

While in Jerusalem, Jesus continued his practice of instruction via parables.  In Chapters 21-26 

Matthew presents a series of parables.  Here is a sample of these parables: 

• Two Sons, Chapter 21 verses 28-32:  The story concerns two sons.  One told his father 

that he would work in the field but didn’t.  The second son told his father that he would 

not work in the field but then did.  Implicit in the text is that the target of this parable 

were the religious leaders.  Jesus’ explanation of the parable was that sinners that 

heard the message of John the Baptizer and repented of their sins would be the first to 

enter the kingdom of God. 

 

• Ten Bridesmaids, Chapter 25 verses 1-13:  In this parable Jesus used a wedding analogy 

to teach about the arrival of the kingdom of God.   Weddings in Jesus’ time were not 
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the planned events of today.  The usual practice was for the groom to come to the 

village of the bride and her family and then celebrate the wedding.  With the difficulties 

of travel in those days, the arrival time of the groom was uncertain.  The parable 

depicts 10 bridesmaids waiting for the groom; five were wise and five were foolish.  The 

wise bridesmaids planned ahead and had extra oil for their lamps; the five foolish ones 

did not.  The central part of the story is that the groom appeared when the five foolish 

bridesmaids were in town buying more oil and as a result they missed the wedding.  

The five wise bridesmaids that were prepared and ready joined the celebration.  Verse 

13 delivers the moral of the story:  “Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 

day nor the hour.” 

Maundy Thursday, Chapter 26 verse 14-75, Passover, Betrayal, and Trial 

The narrative picks up in Chapter 26 verses 14-16 with the decision by Judas Iscariot, who was 

one of the 12 disciples, to betray Jesus to the chief priests for thirty pieces of sliver.  The text 

does not explain the motivation of Judas.   Chapter 27 verses 3-10 report that after the arrest of 

Jesus, Judas realized the enormity of his sin and was so tormented by his guilt that the hanged 

himself. 

Chapter 26 verses 17-25 are Matthew’s account of Jesus celebrating the Passover with his 

disciples.  In verses 20-25 Jesus states that one of the disciples would betray him and verse 27 

identifies Judas as the betrayer. 

The best known depiction of the Last Supper is Leonardo Da Vinci’s 1409 masterpiece: 

 

Verses 26-29 are the institution of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion.  The 

full text is: 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  Then he took a cup, 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  This 

is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I 
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tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 

drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

Verse 30 states that when they finished the Passover meal that Jesus and the disciples went to 

the Mount of Olives.  Here is an overview of the events at the Mount of Olives: 

• In Chapter 26 verses 31-35, Jesus tells the disciples that they all will deny him.  Peter 

says that he will not desert Jesus, but Jesus said that Peter will deny him three times 

before the cock crows. 

 

• Jesus’ final prayer is recorded in verses 36-45.  An anguished Jesus prays to the Father 

that his wish is that “this cup pass from me” but that he will be obedient to the will of 

the Father.  When Jesus completed praying he wakened the sleeping disciples and told 

them:  “Get up and get going.  See, my betrayer is at hand” (verse 46). 

   

• Verses 47-56 present the betrayal and arrest of Jesus.  Jesus and the disciples are met by 

an armed crowd sent by the chief priests and elders.  Judas identified Jesus by greeting 

him as “Rabbi” and kissing him.  An unnamed follower of Jesus drew his sword and cut 

off the ear of the slave of the high priest.  Jesus restored the ear, told the follower to 

put away his sword, and said that “all who take up the sword will perish by the sword.” 

 

• Verses 57-68 is the story of Jesus being brought before Caiphas, the high priest.  The 

central point of this encounter is that a made-up charge of blasphemy is laid against 

Jesus. 

 

• In verses 69-75 the central character is Peter.  Peter was observing the arrest of Jesus in 

the courtyard of the high priest’s palace.  As Jesus foretold, three times he was accused 

of being a follower of Jesus and each time he denied it.  After the third denial, the cock 

crowed.  Peter remembered Jesus’ prediction and then “he went out and wept bitterly” 

(verse 75). 

Good Friday, Chapter 27   

The opening two verses of Chapter 27 tell that the chief 

priests and elders had Jesus bound and delivered to the 

Roman governor, Pontius Pilate.  (Verses 3-10, the suicide 

of Judas, was covered above.)  In verses 11-26  it tells how 

the chief priests and elders incited the crowds and Pilate, 

fearing a riot, ordered Jesus’ to be crucified.  The image to 

the right is “Ecce Homo” (behold the man) by 18th century 

artist Antonio Ciseri and depicts Pilate and Jesus at the 

governor’s palace. 



Bible 101:  Matthew-Pt II (DWS) – 12Oct22               6 

 

Before carrying out the execution the Roman soldiers placed a crown of thorns on Jesus’ head, 

put a reed for a scepter in his hand, mocked him as “King of the Jews”, and beat him (verses 27-

31). 

The crucifixion,  death, and burial are told in Chapter 27 verses 32-61.  Matthew’s account of 

these events includes these details 

• Simon of Cyrene (modern Libya) was compelled by the Roman soldiers to carry the 

crosspiece (verse 32).  Technical note—the text states “cross” but Roman practice was 

to have the vertical part already securely in place. 

 

• The place of execution was called Golgotha, meaning place of the skull (verse 33.) 

 

• Jesus was crucified between two robbers (verse 38).  

 

• The mocking of Jesus continued while he was on the cross.  Passersby and the two 

robbers demanded that Jesus perform a miracle and save himself. 

 

• A common liturgy for Good Friday services is the seven last words of Jesus.  The texts for 

this liturgy are from all the Gospels.  Matthew, in verses 45-47, has Jesus only quoting 

from the opening of Psalm 22:  “My God, my god, why have you forsaken me?”  (Side 

note:  recommend reading Psalm 22.) 

 

• In verses 51 and 52 Matthew reports that when Jesus died the curtain in the Temple 

was torn from top to bottom, there was an earthquake, and “many bodies of the saints 

that had fallen asleep were raised.” 

 

• Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus, asked and was granted 

permission by Pilate, to take the body of Jesus.  Joseph wrapped 

the body in a clean linen cloth and placed it in  a new tomb.  The 

tomb was then sealed by a rock and a guard of Roman soldiers 

was set  (Verses 57-66).  The image to the right is a 14th century 

Byzantine Icon of the Descent from the Cross from the Church 

of Saint Marina in Kalopanagiotis, Cyprus. Joseph of Arimathea is 

the figure standing in the center, in blue-green robes holding the body of Jesus. 

Easter Sunday, Resurrection of Jesus, Chapter 28 

Chapter 28 verses 1-10 is Matthew’s telling of the resurrection.  In comparison to the other 

Gospels, it is a condensed story with only Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 

John, and Jesus as the only named persons. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Descent_from_the_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_the_Virgin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus


Bible 101:  Matthew-Pt II (DWS) – 12Oct22               7 

 

  The two Marys went to the tomb; there was an earthquake and an 

angel appeared to them.  The angel told them not to be afraid but to 

go tell the  disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead.  Verses 8-10 

complete the story:  So the women hurried away from the tomb, 

afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus 

met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet, 

and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go 

and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

(The image to the left is courtesy of Shutterstock and shows the 

crosses, the empty tomb, and the folded burial garments—that detail is from other Gospels.) 

Verses 11-15 recount the story devised by the guards and chief priests that Jesus’ disciples stole 

Jesus’ body while the guards were asleep.  (Side note:  resisting temptation to make sarcastic 

comment about conspiracies and cover-ups.) 

The Gospel of Matthew ends with Chapter 28 verses 16-20.   Jesus and the disciples meet in 

Galilee.  Jesus delivers his final instructions to them which is called “The Great Commission”.   

Note that Matthew does not have an Ascension story.  Here is the complete text: 

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  

When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and 

said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.’” 

Final Comments 

The Gospel of Matthew presents a Jesus from many perspectives.  We have accounts of Jesus 

as teacher, teller of parables, worker of miracles, prophet, and an angry Jesus who cleanses the 

Temple and points out the hypocrisy of the religious leaders.  Ultimately, Matthew shows Jesus 

as the risen Son of God and Messiah. 

 


