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Bible 101:  Deuteronomy Part 2 
February 9, 2022 

 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Readings in Deuteronomy 
 
Following are important readings in the last part of Deuteronomy.  They can be read now to get 
an overview of the book or later when they are referenced in this handout: 
 

• Chapter 24, verses 19 through 22—the law on gleaning 

• Chapter 31, verses 7 and 8—Moses transfers leadership to Joshua 

• Chapter 33, Song of Moses—note the imagery and poetic expression 
 
 
Overview of Deuteronomy (copied from the Feb 2 handout) 
 
The text of Deuteronomy most likely was finalized in the 8th Century BC, about 100 years earlier 
than the first four books of the Old Testament.  “Deuteronomy” means “Second Law” in 
Hebrew and is so named because it provides additional material to that found in Exodus, 
Leviticus, and Numbers. 
 
Deuteronomy also provides a second perspective on the story of the release of the Israelites 
from Egypt.  The major themes of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers are holiness and justice.  The 
overarching theme of Deuteronomy is obedience- to live according to the covenant first 
announced to Abraham and the laws from God as proclaimed by Moses. 
 
The narrative context of Deuteronomy is the 40 years of travel in the wilderness of the Sinai 
Peninsula.  Below is a map of the journeys of the Israelites as told in the Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  The arrow next to the map point to the area of Moab that is east 
of the Jordan River as this is the entry point of the Israelites into the Promised Land. 
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Map from BibleMaps.com 

 
The handout for February 2 covered the Introduction to Deuteronomy, the first speech of 
Moses, and the first part of the second speech of Moses—Chapters 5 through 18.  This handout 
will cover the second half of the second speech, the third speech of Moses, and the death of 
Moses. 
 
Second Speech of Moses—Second Half, Chapters 19 through 28 
 
Chapters 19 through 28 are continue with God’s dictation of the law to Moses.  Similar to the 
laws and codes in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and earlier chapters of Deuteronomy, these 
chapters cover a diverse collection of topics.  Included in them are laws and codes for: 

• Marriage, divorce, and sexual practices are in Chapter 22 

• Chapter 19 covers civic legal matters.  Verses 1 through 13 establish cities of refuge for 
those unjustly accused of killing, verse 14 prohibits the moving of a boundary marker, 
verse 15 requires two witnesses, and verses 16 through 20 deal with false witnesses. 

• Harvest offerings and tithes are covered in Chapter 26. 

• Miscellaneous laws such as the prohibition against clothing made by weaving together 
wool and linen (Chapter 22 verse 11) 

• Protection of the poor and vulnerable.  A notable example is in Chapter 24 verses 19 
through 22 which requires that landowners  leave a portion of their fields available for 
the poor in the community   This is called gleaning and will be a key element in the book 
of Ruth.  In verse 22 God gives the reason for this requirement:  “Remember that you 
were a slave in the land of Egypt, therefore I am commanding that you do this.” 
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The picture below, from Wikipedia, is Ruth in Boaz's Field by Julius Schnorr von 

Carolsfeld, showing Ruth and others gleaning.  

 
 
Special Topic -- Chapter 20—Rules of War 
 
Up until this point in the story of Israel’s release from Egypt, the people of the covenant have 
been under the direct protection of God.  After 40 years in the wilderness, Israel is not ready to 
act on her own and take the offensive.  To our modern, Western concepts of national 
sovereignty, maintaining established national borders, and international organizations for 
peaceful resolution of conflicts, this may sound questionable, if not disturbing.   
 
However, we need to put this into historical 
and cultural context.  As the map above 
shows, the 
 area of the Promised Land also known as 
Canaan, Palestine, Israel, Judah, and the Holy 
Land, sits with the Mediterranean Sea on its 
west, to the southeast is the ancient 
civilization of Egypt and the fertile area along 
the Nile River, to the east is the fertile 
crescent formed by the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers, and to the north are the lands of the 
Hittites in modern day Turkey.  These 
geographic features provide routes for both 
trade and invasion. 

Pharaoh Rames II in his war chariot from the 
relief of Abu Simbel, Egypt. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Schnorr_von_Carolsfeld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Schnorr_von_Carolsfeld
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At the local level, families and tribes need to protect themselves, their land, and livestock 
against hostile neighbors.  Thus, violence and the threat of violence is part of life in the area we 
now call the Middle East. 
 
Nevertheless, Chapter 20 proscribes the rules of war that will govern the military actions of 
Israel.  The first nine verses are the words that the leaders are to tell the troops to have courage 
because God is with them.  A read-ahead to Josua reveals that this will hold only when they 
obey God’s instructions of whom and when to attack; acting on their own will result in defeat.  
Verses 10 and 11 state that before attacking a town, the town must be given a chance to 
surrender.  Verses 19 and 20 prohibit the clear-cutting of trees during a siege.   
 
Third Speech of Moses 
 
Chapters 29 through 32 are the third speech of Moses.  Chapters 29 and 30 are Moses’s 
exhortation to the people to remain in covenant relation with the Lord and enjoy its benefits 
when they enter the Promised Land.  It also includes the curses, perhaps calamities or 
misfortunes would be better words, if they turn away from the Lord and worship idols. 
 
Chapter 31 is a narrative section concerning preparations for Israel’s entry into Canaan.  A 
combined commentary on Chapters 31 and 34  is the “Transition of Leadership” section below. 
 
Chapter 32 is known as the “Song of Moses”.  In structure and style, it is like a psalm or the 
songs of Moses and Miriam after the crossing of the Red (or Reed) Sea (see Exodus Chapter 15).  
Here are some excerpts: 
 
“Give ear, O heavens and I will speak; 
Let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 
May my teaching drop like rain, 
my speech condense like the dew; 
like gentle rain on the grass; 
like showers on new growth. 
For I proclaim the name of the Lord; 
and greatness to our God” (Verses 1 through 3) 
 
“Indeed, the Lord will vindicate his people, 
Have compassion on his servants, 
When he sees their power is gone, 
Neither bond nor free remaining.”  (Verse 36) 
 
Chapter 33– Moses Blesses the 12 Tribes 
 
Chapter 33 has the blessings of Moses to each of the twelve tribes.  It opens with a general 
praise hymn in verses 1 through 5.  The remaining verses are blessings for each of the twelve 
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tribes.  Here is the one for Benjamin, the tribe of King David;  Joseph, husband of Mary;  and 
Saint Paul, in verse 12: 
 
“The Beloved of the Lord rests in safety-- 
The High God surrounds him all day long-- 
The beloved rests between his shoulders.” 
 

The last line is a poetic description of a shepherd carrying a lamb on 
his back.  This links with David as the shepherd before he was 
anointed king and Jesas as the Good Shepherd.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Transition of Leadership—Chapters 31 and 34 
 
The narrative of the journey resumes in Chapters 31 and is completed in Chapter 34.  God tells 
Moses that he will not enter Canaan Land but is taken to Mount Neho in Moab.  From there 
Moses saw the Promised Land and the Lord told Moses: “This is land of which I swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying ‘I will give it to your descendants; I have let you see it 
with your own eyes” (Chapter 34 verse 4). 
 
Leadership of the Israelites is transferred from Moses to Joshua.  In Chapter 31 verses 7 and 8, 
Moses tells Joshua to be strong and not to fear because the Lord is with him. 
 
Chapter 34 states that Moses died in Moab, was buried there, but the location in unknown.  
Thus, we have in the Torah the complete story of Moses.  In the Old Testament Moses is one of 
the dominant leaders, along with Abraham, King David, and Elijah.  We will see this in the 
Gospels with the Transfiguration.  The Transfiguration is told in all four gospels—Mark’s 
account is in Chapter 9 verses 1 through 8.  The Gospels tell that Jesus ascends a mountain with 
Peter, James, and John, a cloud descends, and Jesus talks with Moses, representing the Law, 
and Elijah, the great prophet. 
 
Summary of the Torah—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy 
 
Major people, events, and topics in the Torah include: 

• Two creation stories -- Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 

• Call of Abram (later Abraham) and the start of the covenant – Genesis Chapters 12 and 
15 
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• Saga of Joseph and his brothers who are the founders of the 12 tribes of Israel – 
Genesis Chapters 37 through 50 

• Call of Moses at the Burning Bush – Exodus Chapter 3 

• 10 Plagues and the release of Israelites from Egyptian captivity – Exodus Chapters 4 
through 11 and Chapter 12 verses 29 through 50 

• Institution of Passover – Exodus Chapter 12 verses 1 through 11, Exodus Chapter 13 
verses 1 through 10; and Deuteronomy Chapter 16 

• 10 Commandments delivered on Mount Sinai (also known as Horeb) to Moses – Exodus 
Chapter 20 verses 1 through 21 and Deuteronomy Chapter 5  

• Israel’s creed of monotheism, Deuteronomy Chapter 6 verses 4 and 5 

• God delivers the body of Law through Moses.  These laws, codes, and decrees cover the 
religious, moral, economic, and civic practices of Israel.  They are located throughout 
Exodus, comprise most of Leviticus and Numbers, and various chapters of 
Deuteronomy.  Overarching themes are obedience to the Lord, keeping of the festivals, 
prohibition of the worship of idols and foreign gods, and to treat the less fortunate with 
justice.  

 
Thus, the Torah is the cornerstone of Judaism with 
both the founding stories of people and its moral 
and ethical precepts as found in the 10 
Commandments, the Shema’s statement of 
monotheism, and the Law.  From these 
foundations will arise Christianity and Islam.  The 
precepts and principles of the Law serve as a base 
of Western Civilization and have guided and 
inspired people throughout the centuries.  
 
Picured is the Torah scroll at old Glockengasse 
Synagogue (reconstruction), Cologne (from 
Wikipedia). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glockengasse_Synagogue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glockengasse_Synagogue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne

