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Bible 101   
Daniel 

June 15, 2022 
 
Mantra for Bible study at Redeemer:  Bible is a book of truth (about God), not a book of facts! 
 
Important sections to read 
 Daniel ch. 1:3-7 = Daniel and colleagues selected for positions in the royal court 
 Daniel ch. 2:36-45 = Daniel interprets the king’s first dream 
 Daniel ch. 5:5, 24-28 = Daniel interprets the writing on the wall 
 Daniel ch. 6:19-24 = Daniel survives the lions’ den 
 Daniel ch. 9:15-19 = Daniel’s prayer of repentance and for God to restore Jerusalem 
 Danield ch. 12:1-4 = Archangel Michael foretells the time of resurrection 
 
Time period/Authorship 
 
The Book of Daniel is set in the Babylonian exile of the 6th century BCE.  However, the book 
references the historical Kings Nebuchadnezzar  and Belshazzar of Babylon, Kings Darius and 
Cyrus of Persia, and the emerging Greek expansion;  therefore, the final version can be firmly 
placed in the 2nd century BCE. 
 
The author/editor of the book is unknown, but the contents are undoubtedly based on 
memories and stories of the Babylonian Exile.  Thus, the book can be seen as a description of 
the struggle of the Jewish people to remain faithful to their covenantal relationship to God 
while living in a foreign land. 
 
Commentators typically divide the book into two parts:  Chapters 1-6 which are primarily 
concerned with the stories of Daniel and his colleagues, and Chapters 7-12 with the majority of 
its contents on visions and their interpretations. 
 
Literary Style 
 
The book of Daniel contains a mix of narratives, dream, and visions.  The dreams and visions 
contain stories of fantastic beasts, extraordinary objects, and cosmic battles.  In the Old 
Testament, this type of literature is prominent in the books of Isaiah and Ezekial—please see 
the Bible 101 summaries of these two books for more information. 
 
Some of these dreams and visions are eschatological, that is, they provide images of the time in 
the future when God will end this current world and start a new creation.  This theme will also 
appear in the New Testament, especially the Revelation of John. 
 
Parsing of, and identification of their meanings exceeds the aim of this Bible 101 series.  For 
those interested in diving into the details, please refer to a good commentary or study Bible. 
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Part 1 – Chapters 1-6, Narratives  
 
Chapter 1, Background:  The first two verses set the events of the book as the capture of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians and the subsequent exile.  The remainder of the chapter tells 
how Daniel, Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego are selected for prestigious positions in the 
royal administration of King  Nebuchadnezzar. ` 
 

Chapter 2, King  Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream:  King  Nebuchadnezzar had a 
dream that disturbed him.  He assembled all his magicians, sorcerers, and sages 
and demanded that, under penalty of death, they tell him both the dream and 
its meaning.  The “wise” men protested that this was impossible for mortal 
men.  Reminiscent of the story of Joseph interpreting Pharaoh’s dream as told 
in Genesis 41, Daniel is brought before the king.  Daniel states that God gave 
him the knowledge of the dream and its interpretation.  The dream was a great 
statue with a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, a lower chest and thighs of 
bronze, legs of iron, and feet of a mixture of iron and clay.  A stone strikes the 
feet, the statue topples, and the statue bursts into pieces.  The stone then 
grows into a majestic mountain. 
 
Daniel explains that King  Nebuchadnezzar and his empire are represented by 
the head of gold.  The other parts of the statue, composed of less valuable 
metals, represent the kingdoms that will succeed Babylon.  The stone 
represents a new kingdom established by God. 

 
Much ink has been spilled in trying to match the parts of the statue to historical kingdoms and 
empires in the Mediterranean area.  A listing of the various interpretations is outside the scope 
of this Bible 101 summary.  Instead, we should focus on the main message of Daniel’s 
interpretation that the future is in God’s hands. 
 
 
 
  

Figure 1.  

Nebuchadnezzar's 

dream, S Vasco for 

Shutterstock 
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Chapter 3, the fiery furnace.  King  Nebuchadnezzar had made a 
large golden idol and commanded that all the people of the land 
worship it.  Those that refused would be burned alive in a furnace.  
Daniel’s three companion, Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego 
remained faithful to the Lord and refused to worship the idol.  
Brought before the king, they declared their trust that God would 
deliver them.  They also stated in verse 18 their willingness to die 
rather than engage in the worship of man-made idols:  “But if not, 
let it be known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and 
we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
 
The three were thrown into the furnace; but the next day when 
the king looked, he saw a fourth figure—an angel that had 
protected Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego from the flames.  
King Nebuchadnezzar ordered the three to come out of the 
furnace.  When he saw that they were completely unharmed, he 
ordered that the worship of the Lord would receive royal 
protection. 
 

Chapter 4, King  Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream:  King  
Nebuchadnezzar had another dream that he did not understand.  
The dream was about an exceedingly large tree that yielded 
abundant fruit, animals dwelt under it, and birds lived in its 
branches.  But an angel appeared, cut down the tree, leaving only a 
stump.  The tree is changed into a man who lives like a wild animal. 
 
Daniel explains that the tree is the king himself.  Because of his 
arrogance and idolatry, God will cause him to have a seven-year 
period of madness.  He will be cast out of human society and live  
in the wild like a wild animal.   

 
Daniel’s prediction was fulfilled and at the end of the seven years the king e regained his 
senses.  Verses 34-37 contain King  Nebuchadnezzar’s confession and praise to God. 
 
Chapter 5:  writing on the wall:  King Belshazzar succeeded his father as ruler of Babylon.  He 
held a great feast and commanded that his guests drink from the sacred vessels that were 
taken from the Temple in Jerusalem.  Suddenly fingers appeared and wrote on the wall these 
words:  “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PASSIN”.  None of the Babylonians could interpret these 
words and Daniel, once again, was brought before the king to interpret the message.  Daniel 
declared that the words meant that God has judged Babylon, its empire shall be ended, and will 
be split between the Medes and Persians. 
 
Chapter 6, Daniel in the lions’ den:  The Babylonian empire fell, and its successor was the 
Persian empire ruled by King Darius.  Daniel was given a prominent position in the new 

Figure 2.  Fiery Furnace, Gustave Dore, 1895 

Figure 3.  Nebuchadnezzar, William Blake, 

ca. 1800 
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administration.  He distinguished himself in service to King Darius.  The other leading officials 
were jealous of Daniel’s success.  They conspired to have the King sign a law declaring a day of 
worship to the king.  Like the fiery furnace of chapter 3, violation of this decree would be death 
by being thrown into a den of lions. 
 
On the day of worship, Daniel kept to his normal practice of praying three times and refused to 
worship the king.  King Darius was informed that Daniel did not obey the decree.  Trapped into 
enforcing the decree his signed, King Darius had Daniel thrown into the lions’ den.  Before he 
entered the den, the king told Daniel:  “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you” 
(verse 16). 
 
 

The next morning the king rushed to the den and 
found Daniel unharmed.  Daniel told the king that God 
sent an angel to protect him from the lions (note the 
similarity to the angel protecting  Meshach, Shadrach, 
and Abednego in the furnace).  King Darius ordered 
that the conspirators and their families be thrown in 
the den and the lions killed and ate them. 
 
King Darius then issued this proclamation of praise 
(verses 26 and 27): 
 
 

 “For the living God, enduring forever. 
 His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and His dominion has no end. 
 He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders on heaven and earth; 
 for he saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
 
The chapter concludes by stating that Daniel prospered in the reigns of Darius and his successor 
Cyrus. 
 
Part 2 – Chapters 7-12, Visions 
 
Chapter 7, Daniel’s vision of four beasts.  In this vision, 
Daniel sees four beasts rising from the sea—dreadful 
versions of a lion, bear, leopard, and the fourth with  10 
horns and iron teeth.  Then three of the horns on the 
fourth beast were replaced by a little one with eyes and 
mouth.   
 
A heavenly figure is seated on the throne.  He is 
identified as the “Ancient One” or “Ancient of Days” and 
pronounced judgment.  The fourth beast was destroyed 

Figure 4.  Daniel in the Lions' Den, ca. 1615 

Figure 5.  Daniel's Dream, 15th century, 

France 
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and the powers of the other three were taken from them.  A being in human form descended 
from the clouds and was given power of everlasting rule of the earth by the Ancient One.  An 
alternative translation of the human figure is “Son of man”, which also is found in Ezekiel.  As 
explained in the summary of Ezekiel, the usage of “Son of man” in the prophetic books of the 
Old Testament should not be conflated with Jesus’s self-reference in the Gospels. 
 
Daniel records that he was greatly troubled by this vision but a heavenly being appeared to 
explain the vision.  The four beasts represent four kingdoms and the ten horns on the fourth 
beast represent 10 kings.  The new horn represents a new king who would speak against God.  
But God will judge him, defeat him, and the kingdom would be given as an everlasting kingdom 
to the faithful. 
 
Chapter 8, the battle of the ram and the goat:  Chapter 8 is another vision of Daniel’s.  The 
vision opens with a ram with two horns, one longer than the other.  The ram proceeds to run 
rampant over the west, north, and south.  A goat appears with a single horn between its eyes .  
The goat engaged in battle with ram and defeated the ram.  The goat grew powerful but then 
loses its original horn.  Four new, smaller horns appear and out of one of them grows a new 
horn. 
 
The new horn grew huge and powerful.  It stopped the daily sacrifices and desecrated the 
Temple.  The Temple will remain defiled for  a period of 1,150 days or 2,300  days, depending 
on how the text is interpreted.  When that period is over, the Temple will be cleansed and 
return to its sacred functions. 
 
The angel Gabriel appears to Daniel to interpret the vision.  He tells Daniel that the ram 
represents the kings of the Medes and Persians.  They will be defeated by the king of the 
Greeks and the horn that wrecks the Temple is an evil king. 
 
Chapter 9, Daniel’s prayer for Jerusalem 
 
Daniel was studying the book of Jeremiah and read that the desolation of Jerusalem would last 
seventy years.  Daniel then engaged in fervent prayer, confessing his sins, the sins of Jerusalem, 
and pleading for God to remember His long and loving relationship with His people and restore 
Jerusalem. 
 
The angel Gabriel appears again to Daniel.  Gabriel explains that each year in Jeremiah’s 
prophecy stands for a week of years, so the desolation of the Temple will last 490 years.  The 
Temple will be restored but will then be defiled by a “prince who is to come.”  The prince will 
defile the Temple “until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator” (verse 27).  The 
chapter ends with this enigmatic eschatological prophecy.   
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Chapters 10-12, the kings of the North and South 
 
Chapter 10 opens by identifying the time as the first year of the reign of King Darius of Persia.  
An angel appears to Daniel in a vision and informs Daniel that he and Michael, identified as the 
prince of angels, are engaged in a war with the “prince of Persia.”  The angel also foretells the 
wars between the kings of the north and south. 
 
Chapter 11 provides a detailed description of the battles in the eastern Mediterraean area.  
Persia and Greece will be at war; then Egypt will war with the “kings of the North.”  Verses 29-
35  state that the king of the North will be repulsed and that during the retreat to his homeland 
he will enter and defile the Temple and end the daily sacrifices.  The king will have military 
success in Libya and Egypt, but eventually will be defeated between “the sea and the beautiful 
holy mountain” (verse 45). 
 
Chapter 12 is a vision of the resurrection of the dead at the “time of the end”.  Verse 1 states 
that the appearance of the archangel Michael will signal the beginning of the end:  “at that 
time, Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise.”  The dead will arise 
and face judgment, “some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting contempt” 
(verse 2).  The chapter ends with a personal message of reassurance for Daniel:  “But you go 
your way, and rest, you shall rise to reward at the end of days” (verse 13). 
 
Reflection 
 
As noted, the book of Daniel is replete with angels, dreams, visions, fantastic beasts, the rise 
and fall of empires, and eschatological references.  Trying to understand all this imagery and 
mapping the kings and empires to historical events runs the risk of losing sight of the big picture 
of the book of Daniel.  To the people in exile or working to restore Jerusalem and the Temple, 
Daniel has a clear message—God has not abandoned His people and will remain faithful to the 
covenant.  This will instill in God’s people hope for the future.  Thus, Daniel, with all its dreams, 
visions, and beasts, reinforces the message of reassurance found in Ezekiel, Isaiah, and 
Jeremiah. 
 
 
 
   


