
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
January 9, 2022 

 
Text: Isaiah 43: 1-7 
Theme: You Are Mine  
 
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you from God our Father and from 
his Son, Jesus Christ. Amen  
 

When we are asked the question Who are you? the automatic response 
is to offer people our names.  But our names do not define us.  Names 
are labels given to us by our parents.  Even if we legally change our 
names we remain the same person.   
 

Sometimes the clothes we wear define who we are and then people 
make assumptions about us.  One time I was asked to preach at First 
Lutheran Church in downtown Pittsburgh for their noonday service.  I 
arrived early so decided to do some shopping at one of the department 
stores.  I was looking for a pair of shoes when a woman came up to 
me and (with an angry tone in her voice) she asked me why I was not 
helping her.  I was dressed in my clerics and I simply told her that I 
did not work there.   
 

I moved on to look for a new skirt (you heard me correctly) which 
was on another floor of the store.  Yet another woman came up to me 
laden with clothes and told me she was ready to pay for her purchases 
and could I help her.  I told her that I did not work there.   
 

By now I had lost my desire to shop and left the store and walked to 
the church.  On the way a homeless person approached me and said –  
Father, ma’am, do you have any money to spare? 
 

He came the closest to knowing who I am. 
 

As human beings we are quick to identify ourselves by our positions 
in life and/or by how others perceive us and/or by our behaviors.  It is 
comforting to clothe ourselves in these ways until there is a change in 
our lives that upsets our perceived identities.  When two people are no 
longer married it is not just the pain of losing someone that hurts.  It 
becomes awkward around friends and family because we are no 
longer a wife or a husband or part of a couple.  Many of us identify 
with our work and when that is gone (no matter the reason) we search 

for a new way to be known.  Our Bible texts for today teach us that 
we are not defined by any of these things.  We are not defined by 
what we do or by our roles.  Whoever we think we are, God tells us 
that we are even more than that in his eyes. 
 

Who are we?  Where do we belong?  And the underlying question is – 
What gives us worth?  According to the prophet, Isaiah, it is plain and 
simple.  God gives us our identity and value. 
 

Good news indeed but first we must understand what precedes this 
wonderful announcement because it makes it even more incredible.  
First the northern kingdom fell to the Assyrians and later the southern 
kingdom fell to the Babylonians.  Israel had fallen apart.  Prospects 
were grim for the people of God.  According to Isaiah God poured out 
the heat of his divine judgment upon them.  Why?  We hear the 
answer in 42:24 – Was it not the Lord against whom we have sinned, 
in whose ways they would not walk, and whose law they would not 
obey? 
 

As punishment for their arrogance and disobedience, God permitted 
Israel to be conquered by the Babylonians and thrown into exile.  
Prisoners in a foreign land no one knew them and no one claimed 
them.  In Isaiah 42 the prophet had only words of judgment.  As we 
now turn to our lesson for today we hear the complete opposite (only 
words of comfort and hope). 
 

We must not miss the significance of this transition to Chapter 43:  
But now thus says the Lord: Do not fear for I have redeemed you.  I 
have called  you by name, you are mine.   
 

A new divine word that starts with – But now – breaks the devastating 
silence that haunted the people of God through generations while in 
exile.  God now announces an end to his judgment and proclaims the 
promise of new life.  These tender words remind the exiles of their 
identity (who they are and to whom they belong) (despite their sins).  
The gulf and the hurt and the silence between God and his scattered 
people are broken.  What we hear now are words that proclaim once 
more the intimacy between them.  The people are not only defined by 
God but God reveals who he is in relationship to them.    God is their 
creator.  God is the source of their life.  God has put all his focus on 
his radical love for them.   



God speaks to his people (and to us today) not like a king on a throne 
pronouncing an edict but like a lover whose heart is bursting (who has 
waited an eternity just to say our names).  And in this act of speaking 
our names, God claims us as God’s own.  God says to us – You are 
mine!  And we know that this creator, lover, and redeemer will pay 
any price and overcome any obstacle to be reunited with us.  It is the 
central message of all our lessons: Because we are precious in his 
sight and honored and God loves us,  God will forfeit anything for us.   
 

If the exiles were to take an honest look at themselves, they would see 
a tiny, miserable, and insignificant band of uprooted men and women 
standing on the margins of a hostile empire.  But the prophet declares 
that now these people have a new and different identity: they are a 
people valued and honored by God.   
 

God is speaking to us in the same intimate way.  We are precious in 
the eyes of God.  God has honored us and loved us.  We must not take  
this as some kind of sentimental cliché. The word precious literally 
means there is a price (a ransom) that must be paid.  The love that 
God has for us prompts him to redeem us but it will cost.  What is the 
cost?  Here is the shock of how much God loves us.  God paid the 
price through the sacrifice of his only Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Isaiah 43 cannot be separated from the words of divine judgment in 
Isaiah 42.  Without Isaiah 42 we would not know that these words of 
comfort and restoration are greater than our sins.  Despite our sins 
God now will not let the rivers overwhelm us or the flames of fire 
consume us.  Without Isaiah 42 we might be tempted to think that we 
are free to sin without recourse.  It is the wrath of Isaiah 42 and the 
grace of Isaiah 43 that allows us to see that God only wants to love us 
and asks us to love him in return.   
 

Who are we?  Where do we belong?  What makes us worthy?   
 

Isaiah reminds us that our core identity lies not in our circumstances 
or our roles but in God calling us precious in his sight.  Our sense of 
belonging comes not from the acceptance by our peers but from the 
One who claims us and will never let us go.  What makes us worthy is 
not our achievements but the gracious love of God.   
 

 

Isaiah is paired today with Luke.  In the waters of baptism we under-
stand that God marks us and claims us as his children.  In the waters 
of baptism God seals his love for us.  In the waters of our baptism, 
God gives evidence of what God said to Jesus – You are my child, the 
Beloved.  With you I am well pleased.   
 

Words this good (love this extraordinary) take time to be believed.   
Believe and trust them because God is speaking them to you. Amen  


