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Matthew 3:13-17 

The Spirit of God    

 

Jonathan and his family started to attend church services when he was 

in fifth grade.  When he was in seventh grade his parents signed him up 

for the two-year confirmation program.  At the invitation of the pastor 

Jonathan and his parents attended the orientation meeting and at the end 

of the meeting his parents signed a written covenant.  The covenant said 

they would support their son by bringing him to the weekly classes, 

attend worship on a regular basis, and join the other confirmands when 

there were opportunities to do service projects.   
 

Jonathan rarely missed a class or any of the other events.  He quickly 

became an integral part of the group and developed some wonderful 

friendships.  He thoroughly enjoyed the classes and when he learned 

from his parents that he was not baptized it was decided that it would 

take place on the same day that he was confirmed.  He was baptized 

and confirmed on Pentecost Sunday.   
 

In the weeks following his baptism and confirmation Jonathan and his 

family were no longer seen in worship.  Concerned that something had 

happened to them the pastor decided to drop by their house and check 

in on them.  It was Jonathan’s mother who opened the door when he 

knocked and she was surprised to see him.  He explained why he was 

there and he remembers the mother saying to him – I guess I thought 

Jonathan was all done.   
 

Baptism and confirmation are not endings but new beginnings.  It was 

certainly the case for Jesus.  In Matthew his baptism launched his 

ministry.  From the baptismal waters he was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness and from there he went out into the mission field.  And while 

in the mission field he called his first disciples and ministered to the 

crowds of people.  He was far from done.   
 

In baptism we are launched into a faith journey.  Our parents and 

sponsors agree to take on the responsibility of nurturing our faith when 

we are children.  At confirmation we become young adults and can 

make that affirmation of faith on our own.   

Both signal a new beginning.  Both are times when we start to develop 

and deepen our relationship with God.  If taken seriously we will be in 

the process of living out our baptism for the rest of our lives.      
 

It is why baptism is seen as one of the foundational pillars of the 

Christian church.  It is one of the means of grace in which God grants 

us the forgiveness of sins, liberates us from death and the devil, and 

gives eternal salvation to all believers.  In baptism we die to our sins 

and rise to new life.  We become members of a church family.  We 

become the body of Christ.  We become the communion of saints.   
 

Despite our best intentions and despite all that we say and try to 

communicate there are still too many people who think that baptism is 

an ending.  We did it and now we have this guarantee that we will be 

saved.  All has been accomplished in the waters of baptism.  The pastor 

even assures us that we can do nothing on our own to earn what is 

promised in baptism.   
 

So where is the disconnect?   

Does it lie with the parents or does it lie with us?   
 

People see baptism as a pleasant way for God to deal with us.  Just think 

about the words that we use to describe it: It is a rebirth, we are washed 

clean, we are given a new name and we are claimed and adopted by a 

loving God.  As helpful as these images are we forget that once baptized 

we will also face challenges.   
 

It is no coincidence that after Jesus was baptized he was led into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  Likewise as soon as we are lifted 

from the waters of baptism the devil will continue to do his very best 

to tempt us away from God. We need to be daily reminded of our 

baptism in order to fight off the devil and his evil ways.  We need to be 

in worship and be nourished at the Lord’s Supper in order to build up 

our strength.  We need to stay on our faith journey because it gives us 

hope that we can make it all the way to the end.   
 

We are joined in the waters of baptism to the crucified and risen Christ 

and unleashed by the power of the Holy Spirit to be about the work of 

God – proclaiming forgiveness to those who sin, working for and with 

others toward reconciliation, making room for those who have been 

marginalized, and listening to those who have been silenced.  



The challenge we face in baptism is that we are no longer to act in our 

old ways.  We are made new in Christ and are to put on Christ.   
 

There was a factory worker in Detroit who had the unfortunate habit of 

taking home some of the tools he used in his workplace.  He had quite 

the collection in his garage.  He felt no guilt until he started to attend 

church services.  He was never baptized so as an adult he took the 

classes that were offered to learn more about it.  The day after he was 

baptized he boxed up and returned every single tool that he stole and 

made his confession to his manager.  The manager was so taken by the 

courage of this man that he told the CEO of the company what had 

happened.  The CEO wrote back to the manager and told him to take 

all of the employees down to the river to be baptized.   
 

It is that story that illustrates the great change baptism can bring forth.  

Paul speaks of being raised from the waters of baptism to walk in new-

ness of life.  Jesus’ baptism meant a major change in his life.  No longer 

would the Son of God live an anonymous life.  He would travel from 

city and town to preach and to perform miracles and to call others to 

follow him.   
 

How do we live out our baptism?   

Do we act like we have been sealed by the Holy Spirit? 

Do others know that we have been marked with the cross of Christ? 
 

Baptism is not merely a command we fulfill or a membership require-

ment so we can be active, voting members of a church.  It is a rite we 

experience that is meant to transform our lives.  It is an act of faith and 

a celebration of grace.  It means we not only believe in Jesus but we 

also identify with him and his way of living in the world.   
 

But to be honest baptism also means a whole new list of challenges.  

Whenever Martin Luther found himself ready to give up, whenever he 

worried for his own life and the life of the church that he loved, it is 

said that he would touch his forehead and say to himself – Remember, 

Martin, you have been baptized.   
 

We are each a God-carrier and a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. And as 

the church we can do better to explain this to others.  Baptism and 

confirmation done right must be paired with commissioning.  At every 

turn we the people of Redeemer must remind ourselves and others that 

we are called to live out our identity as beloved children of God. 

The pastor did just that when he visited Jonathan and his parents in their 

home.  After Jonathan’s mother told him the truth (that she thought that 

Jonathan was all done) the pastor took the time to help them understand 

both the joys and the challenges of being baptized.  And then the pastor 

promised them that the church was very much wanting to be part of 

their lives for the years to come so they could deepen their relationship 

with God together.    
 

The next Sunday Jonathan and his family came to church and were 

warmly greeted.  They even seemed a little relieved at the realization 

that the journey was not over but was only beginning.  Amen  

 

 


