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Sunday, January 7 

Baptism of Our Lord 

 

The Time after Epiphany (January 7 – February 11) 

The time after Epiphany is relatively short this year and we will soon transition into Lent. 

Epiphany (manifestation) starts with a call to baptize. 

The other weeks in this season center on the teachings of Jesus. 

Closely connected to Epiphany is Lent … 

a time of formation and preparation for catechumens who want to be baptized 

 

The season begins with the Baptism of Our Lord and ends with the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 

Baptism of Our Lord  The Spirit descends upon Jesus 

    The voice of God declares him as his Son, the Beloved 
 

Transfiguration  Jesus appears with Elijah and Moses  

    Three disciples hear those same words repeated about Jesus 

 

Divine identification is matched with an invitation to discipleship (faith conversations). 

Those who follow Jesus will see the heavens opened just like when Jesus was baptized. 

They will fish for people just as Philip did when he invited Nathanael to come and see. 

We are encouraged to have intentional conversations with others about our faith. 

We are to invite those who have not yet been baptized to come and see what it is all about. 

 

To follow Jesus is to turn away from other ways of living (and being) in the world.  

In Mark we will move quickly from the Holy Spirit to the unclean and demonic spirits. 

In the synagogue Jesus is confronted by an unclean spirit who reacts to Jesus’ authority. 

In the home of Simon’s mother-in-law Jesus will again confront demonic spirits. 
 

 

 
 

Peaceable Kingdom 

By John August Swanson 



Genesis 1:1-5 (Water) 

At the time of creation the whole earth was covered by water. 

Out of darkness and chaos, God brings light and order. 

God created and continues to create new life. 

 

Connection between this passage and the baptism of Jesus – 

In both Genesis and Mark the same elements are mentioned: Water, wind, darkness and light 

The Spirit of God broods over the face of the waters at the beginning of creation.  

In Mark the Spirit descends on Jesus as he comes out of the waters of the Jordan. 

The voice that says – Let there be light now declares – You are my Son, the Beloved. 
 

Creation took place in a world that was formless and void. 

All things were created out of the depths of the water. 

 

Genesis 1 is not one of the Near Eastern creation myths.  In those stories the gods had to defeat 

the sea or the sea dragon in order to create the earth. 

 

In the Biblical account of Creation: 

There is only one God in Genesis and that God is the Creator of everything (even sea monsters). 

Later, in the story of the flood (Genesis 6-9) the waters of the deep return the earth to chaos. 

Once more God brings life out of the chaos and restores humankind. 

God uses water to save his people (as in the dividing of the Red Sea). 

 

Over these waters broods the Spirit of God.  

The waters teem with life and it is wild and wonderfully free.  It is the birthplace of life. 

 

The God who calls for life from these waters is the same God who calls us to new birth in the 

waters of baptism.  The same Spirit descends on Jesus in the waters of the Jordan and names him 

Beloved.  That same Spirit then drives him out into the wilderness.   

 

Reflection: 

What has been your experience with water? 

How would we describe the connection between water and the Spirit? 

How would we describe what happens in baptism (a confirmation question)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 29 (The Word) 

The psalmist attributes all power to the Lord alone. 

The psalmist questions:  

What is that which brings … 

thunder, breaks cedars, flashes forth flames of fire,  

shakes the wilderness, whirls the oaks and strips the forest bare?   

Answer: A voice … the voice of the Lord. 

 

The voice of the Lord enters into our reality and (in doing so) radically changes that reality. 

And God said – Let there be light – and there was light. 

God gave the necessary words to Aaron when Moses argued he had no authoritative voice.  

 

In the Old Testament and Gospel lessons for this Sunday, God enters our story through spoken 

words.  It affects the character and direction of the story.  In Isaiah 43:1 God says –  

I have called you by name, you are mine.   

Naming affects our relationship with God and it also changes our reality. 

The voice of the Lord speaks and a name is bestowed.  

Words are powerful and the words of the Lord give strength to the people. 

 

Reflection: 

Our words matter and our name matters 

God gave new names to people in Scripture (Sarai and Abram) (Peter). 

Additional names are offered in baptism in the Roman Catholic tradition. 

 

Acts 19:1-7 (Baptism – Water and the Word) 

How can you tell if someone follows Jesus?   

Paul encounters a dozen men in Ephesus who claim to believe in Jesus. 

Yet they did not know of the Holy Spirit because they were baptized under the ministry of John. 

Paul explains the difference between a baptism of repentance and that inaugurated by Jesus. 

A baptism of repentance (metanoia) signifies a change of mind. 

People change from their old ways of being-in-the-world. 

But they had not yet been empowered to effect change for the good of the world. 

 

Inauguration into the way of Jesus (empowered by the Holy Spirit) disrupts the status quo. 

In Acts 19:8 the Holy Spirit empowers bold speech. 

We see this in the tangible acts of love and care for others. 

 

We can tell if someone is a follower of Jesus by observing how they employ language. 

In our baptism we move beyond mere repentance and toward action for the good of the world. 

 

Confirmation Quiz: 

What would you say to a friend who told you that infant baptism does not count because they did 

not decide to be baptized? 
 

Do you think people have to be baptized to go to heaven?  Why or why not? 

If we are forgiven our sins in baptism, then why do we sin afterwards? 

Can only pastors baptize?  Why or why not? 



Mark 1:4-11 (Baptism / Resurrection) 

The birth of Jesus leads to our mission to the Gentiles. 

We see a sharp contrast between the ministry of John and of Jesus. 

We also see a difference between John’s baptism and that of Jesus. 

 

In the Gospel of Mark this passage comes after the announcement of the beginning of the good 

news and the sound of a voice crying out in the wilderness (the voice of John). 

We know his location (the wilderness). 

We know the content of his preaching (repentance for the forgiveness of sins). 

We know that a great number of people come from the country and the city to the river. 

We know his clothing and diet and his proclamation that one more powerful will follow. 

We know Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Without a birth narrative, this is the first appearance of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark. 

Jesus has no back-story. 

Voice from Isaiah → Voice of John → Voice from heaven 

Wilderness is where John baptizes  

Wilderness is where Jesus is tempted by Satan → prays → feeds the hungry  

John is an ascetic → resembles Elijah 

 

The Greek word for torn open (schizo) will be used again in Mark 15:37. 

The author makes the connection between the baptism and crucifixion of Jesus. 

The announcement you are my Son is also evoked at the transfiguration and the crucifixion. 

The water and the dove evoke the creation story in Genesis 1 – the beginning of the Scriptures. 

The author ties John and Jesus together – 

Each proclaim and Jesus calls the people to repent in his first sermon 

 

Historically the baptism of Jesus was not a Christian baptism. 

Jesus was without sin (but that was not an issue for the author of Mark). 

The author shows the power of baptism in the reality of his death. 

At the empty tomb, the followers of Jesus are sent to meet him in Galilee …  

where the gospel began 

Suffering and loss are woven together in this fabric called life. 

 

Reflection: 

How is the Baptism of Our Lord like (and unlike) the beginning of the new calendar year? 

How is repentance a life-giving invitation for us?   

What does it mean to be baptized with the Holy Spirit? 

What are we doing when we walk from our baptismal waters into the broken (redeemed) world? 
 


