
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

August 8, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 34 

Pastor  We bless the Lord at all times. 
People  The praise of God shall ever be in our mouths. 
 
Pastor  We glory in the Lord. 
People  Let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
 
Pastor Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord. 
People  Let us exalt God’s name forever. 
 
Pastor  Look upon the Lord and be radiant. 
People  Taste and see that the Lord is good.   

Happy are they who take refuge in God. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread 

that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and 
we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . 

All Amen.  

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Ephesians 4:25-5:2  
Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. Rather, 
the Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect the love and 
forgiveness we have received through Christ and his death. 
 
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 
members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and 
do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work 
honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your 
words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which 
you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Reading: 1 Kings 19:4-8  
First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The 
contest proves that the Lord is God, and afterward Elijah orders the killing of the Baal 
prophets. Angered by the deaths of her prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. This 
reading finds Elijah fleeing, fatigued, and in utter despair. 
 
[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary 
broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am 
no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly 
an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He looked, and there at his head was a 
cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel 
of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey 
will be too much for you.” He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that 
food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
 
Reader Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Bless the Lord 

Max Miller 

Max Miller The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel: John 6:35, 41-51  
After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them 
regarding the true significance of this remarkable sign. 
 
Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Then the Jews began to complain about him 
because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have 
come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one 
can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the 
last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has 
heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has 
eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 
died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
Max Miller The Gospel of the Lord.      
People   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Song 
All sing.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

‘The Heart of Worship’ words and music by Matt Redman   

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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A New Identity 

In an increasingly polarized world, demographics are everything. Many of us rely 
on information about a person’s hometown, family, alma mater, or workplace to 
make assumptions about their politics, social concerns, or lifestyle. Internet algo-
rithms make inferences based on our age, gender, and relationship status to mar-
ket products, services, or ideas to us. At times it feels like our lives are reduced to 
a statistic or a political party affiliation. 

The crowds following Jesus knew who they were, and they thought they knew ex-
actly who Jesus was too. They knew who his ancestors were, and they knew the 
stories of faith they all shared. 

After all, Jesus was the neighbor boy—the carpenter’s son. They had known him 
since he was just a kid. He was a simple Galilean peasant. He walked the same 
streets, fished in the same waters, and ate the same food as the rest of them. 

And yet, he dared to claim a different identity: he was the bread of life, the living 
bread come down from heaven. His roots were not just in this rocky terrain of the 
Middle Eastern soil, but in the God of the cosmos. 

This is not what God was supposed to look like. This is not the powerful king they 
were waiting for. This was just Mary and Joseph’s son. He was supposed to be one 
of them! 

But this is the great mystery of our faith: God cannot be reduced to an algorithm 
or a stereotype. God dwells in the people we least expect, in the most ordinary 
places, in people scandalously like us and outrageously different than us. God 
abides with us, defying our expectations, challenging our self-proclaimed identi-
ties by offering us the bread of life in Jesus Christ. In this holy bread, we are given 
a new identity more powerful and enduring than any other in this world: child of 
God, beloved and whole; in God, of God, and with God for all of eternity. Thanks 
be to God. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Isaiah 61:7-11,  Psalm 34:1-9,  Galatians 4:4-7,  Luke 1:46-55 


