
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

August 22, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 34 

Pastor  The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous. 
People  His ears are open to their cries. 
 
Pastor  The righteous cry for help. 
People  The Lord rescues them from their troubles. 
 
Pastor  The Lord is near to the brokenhearted. 
People  And saves the crushed in spirit. 
 
Pastor  Many are the afflictions of the righteous. 
People  The Lord rescues them from all.   
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 

choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we 
may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20  
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on 
Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes 
truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the 
Spirit. 
 
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of 
blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 
put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you 
will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message 
may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18  
In the Near East, covenant means agreement or alliance. It describes relationships and is the 
primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering 
Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond. 
 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua 
said to all the people, “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.” 
 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all 
the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove 
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 
the Lord, for he is our God.” 

 
Reader Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel:  John 6:56-69  
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his 
flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about 
how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of 
living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 
 
[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as 
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because 
of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, 
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he 
was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 
But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this 
offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It 
is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who 
were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, 
“For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus 
asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 
 

Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
People   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon 
Serve the Lord 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
All sing.    



7 

 

OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

‘We're Singing Holy’ by Chris Clayton, Dustin Smith, Jeff Johnson & Matt Armstrong   

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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To Whom Can We Go? 

The disciples following Jesus knew that he often had some rather unusual things 
to say about himself and about God, but in today’s gospel, they feel that their 
teacher has gone too far: “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me 
and I in them,” Jesus proclaims (John 6:56). For Jesus’ Jewish contemporaries, 
for whom consuming blood of any type was forbidden and who killed animals  
according to strict religious regulations, this statement was nothing short of     
sacrilegious. For everyone else, it was just ridiculous. “Whoever eats me will live 
because of me” (John 6:57). Say what? The scandal caused large numbers of     
Jesus’ disciples to leave; after all, what sort of person would say such a thing? 

Like the early disciples, we can find following Jesus baffling and difficult. Love 
our neighbors when they are so unlovable? Take sabbath rest when there’s work 
to be done? Trust that this Jesus fellow really is God-become-human and was  
crucified, died, and raised back to life? When the culture tells us to speak our own 
truth, eat fewer carbs, build up our bank accounts, exercise more, buy a better day 
planner or a new car or more expensive laundry detergent, and lean into our own 
potential to optimize our lives, it can be tempting to take hold of the latest        
self-help gospel. It’s so concrete. Trusting God instead of ourselves? How       
scandalous, how ridiculous. “I’ve got this,” we prefer to say. 

But hear Jesus’ words in this week’s gospel: “It is the spirit that gives life; the 
flesh is useless” (John 6:63). This is not a condemnation; it is a promise that the 
one who meets us at the table in bread, wine, flesh, and blood also sends his Spirit 
to give you life. May you hear that promise today and let the Holy Spirit draw 
from your lips the same confession as Peter: “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Karen Detweiler 

in celebration and thanksgiving  

of Mark and Shirley Detweiler’s 65th Wedding Anniversary 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-9,  Psalm 15, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 


