
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

August 1, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 78 
Pastor  The Lord commanded the skies above. 
People  And opened the doors of heaven. 
 
Pastor  The Lord rained down on them manna to eat. 
People  And gave them the grain of heaven. 
 
Pastor  The Lord sent them food in abundance. 
People  He let them fall within their camp and all around their dwellings. 
 
Pastor  And they ate and were filled. 
People  For they gave them what they craved. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   



3 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we 

eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that 
comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16 
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one 
Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various 
forms of ministry whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body. 
 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said,  
“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” 
(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 
parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, 
so that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We 
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we 
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15  
A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people 
forget God’s saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. 
Nevertheless, God miraculously meets their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat. 
 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the 
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they 
will follow my instruction or not.” 

 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the 
Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of 
the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say 
to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; 
then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 

 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of 
dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was 
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to 
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 
 

Reader Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Give Us This Bread 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel: John 6:24-35  
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him 
throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest. 

 

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they themselves 
got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
 

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 
come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because 
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For 
it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 
him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that 
we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna 
in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” Then Jesus said 
to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is 
my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 
 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

 

Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.      
People   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Song 
All sing.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

'My Dear Friend' by Ney Rosauro, Eric Plewinski, Vibraphone   

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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Hungry for More 

They were hungry, but they didn’t know what they were hungry for. Their longing 
compelled them to cross the sea and comb through the villages in search of the 
one who could meet their deepest desires. They had seen the sign, after all—the 
baskets of leftover bread, the impossible abundance of fish. Surely, they must find 
the source to have their needs fulfilled once and for all. 

Perhaps we too are hungry—for security, for certainty, for power, for recognition, 
for the simple assurance that we are good enough in a world that always seems to 
demand more. We too may find ourselves searching for the one who can calm our 
spirits or offer us those things on which our hearts are set. We cry out with the 
crowd, “Give us this bread always” (John 6:34). Care for us. Feed us. Help us. Re-
assure us. We have seen what you can do. Show us this sign again so that we may 
believe. 

But God gives us more than bread; indeed, God gives us more than whatever we 
think we most desire. Jesus takes our questions and those things we think we 
need and redirects us to himself—the source of all life for the world. We ask for 
the things we most crave. Jesus offers us abundant life. We ask for what we can 
comprehend. Jesus gives us the promises of God that pass all understanding. 

John’s gospel invites us to dwell with Jesus in the mysteries of God. Not to under-
stand exactly. Not to have our fill of the things we demand. But to abide with God. 
To be wrapped in the promises of the one who has been feeding the hungry and 
sustaining life since the very beginning, giving us life that cannot be earned but is 
simply received through Jesus. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
1 Kings 19:4-8,  Psalm 34:1-8,  Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2  John 6:35, 41-51 


