
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

August 15, 2021 

+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 34 

Pastor  We bless the Lord at all times. 
People  The praise of God shall ever be in our mouths. 
 
Pastor  We glory in the Lord. 
People  Let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
 
Pastor Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord. 
People  Let us exalt God’s name forever. 
 
Pastor  Look upon the Lord and be radiant. 
People  Taste and see that the Lord is good.   

Happy are they who take refuge in God. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, you 

made known your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and the despised. 
Grant us grace to receive your word in humility, and so to be made one with 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 
In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies God’s mother-father heart, in love 
claiming people as adopted children. 
 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Isaiah 61:7-11 
The prophet proclaims a hopeful message: God loves justice and will make an everlasting covenant with 
Israel and her descendants. In response, the prophet sings a joyful song, like Mary many generations later, 
about God’s mercy and salvation. 
 

 Because [the] shame [of God’s people] was double, 
 and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 
 therefore they shall possess a double portion; 
 everlasting joy shall be theirs. 
 
 For I the Lord love justice, 
 I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
 and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
 that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
 my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
 to spring up before all the nations. 
 

Reader Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Pastor Paul Opsahl 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel:  Luke 1:46-55 
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, serves as a thematic anthem for God’s work in the world and 
therefore for the ministry of her son, Jesus. In Mary’s praise we hear of a saving God who 
remembers the humble, scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly, and fulfills all things. 
 

    Mary said,  
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 
Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
People   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Song 
All sing.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

'Ave Maria', Bach/Gounod, Waka Osifchin, soprano  

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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Enter the Song 

God has a way of using the most unlikely people to bring forth God’s life-giving 
power in the world. The words of praise in our gospel today, sung by an unlikely 
and seemingly unimportant young woman from Galilee, are indicative of the ways 
God invites those most overlooked to be carriers of hope. These prophetic words 
of Mary have become a life source for the oppressed, downtrodden, and broken-
hearted over thousands of years. 

In Mary’s song, we hear of a world in which those who suffer are comforted. 
Those who are hungry are filled with sustenance. Those who hoard the world’s 
resources are sent away empty-handed. The invisible are seen. Those who have 
been silenced are given a voice. Those who don’t matter take center stage. God’s 
love is the center and source of all things. 

Mary not only experienced the life-giving power of God in her very body, but also 
carried with her the stories of her ancestors, stories of a God who is faithful to 
God’s people again and again. She knew the songs, prayers, and promises that 
had sustained her people in the midst of seemingly impossible circumstances, 
when the people of God had felt lost and alone, at the mercy of unfair and power-
hungry rulers, and in a place of isolation, fear, broken relationships, and mis-
placed trust. 

Mary knew that God had been faithful then, and trusted that God would again be 
faithful to her. She sang out her song in hope and wonder, carrying the stories of 
all the people who went before her in faith, inviting those coming after her to join 
in the same hopeful singing. 

It is a prophetic proclamation that reverberates throughout the cosmos today. 
Let’s enter this song together as we too proclaim God’s reign of justice and mercy. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God  

by Kimberly Buseman  

in memory of loved ones 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18,  Psalm 34:15-22,  Ephesians 6:10-20,  John 6:56-69 


