Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 6, 2023
The Service at 10:30 am
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In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the
hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in
our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.






GATHERING
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor Most merciful God,
Congregation we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Congregation Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE #831
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

The God of Abraham Praise
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The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
The God of A-br’ham praise! At  your su-preme com - mand
The God of A-brham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
Your prom-ise you have  sworn; I on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—

from earth I rise and seek the joys at  your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.

I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, to  heav'n as - cend.
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“T Am the One I Am”— by earth and heav’'n con - fessed,;
1 all on earth for - sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’r—
You deign to call me friend; you call  your-self my God!
I shall be - hold your face; 1 shall your pow'r a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on - ly por - tion make, my shield and tow’r.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus” blood.
and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er - more.
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Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent.
Music: YIGDAL, Jewish melody; arr. Meyer Lyon, 1751-1797



APOSTOLIC GREETING
Pastor

HyYMN OF PRAISE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation And also with you.

All sing. Now the Feast and Celebration
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with
this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.
Please sit.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an everlasting
covenant with all the people, with promises that previously had been limited to the line of kings. As David was a witness
to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

Congregation sings words in bold.
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The Lorb is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
Lorb, you are | good to all,

and your compassion is over | all your works.

The Lord upholds all | those who fall

and lifts up those who | are bowed down.

The eyes of all wait upon | you, O Lorp,
and you give them their food | in due season.
You open | wide your hand

and satisfy the desire of every | living thing.
You are righteous in | all your ways

and loving in | all your works.

You are near to all who | call upon you,

to all who call up- | on you faithfully.

You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;
you hear their | cry and save them.

You watch over all | those who love you,

but all the wicked you | shall destroy.

My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev-|er and ever

Reading: Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens
by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given

God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—I
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh,
comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Reader
Congregation

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel is announced.

Pastor

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.

Congregation  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not allow him
to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

SERMON

Pastor

Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat
to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the
towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured
their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to
me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over
of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
Pastor Sandy Kessinger



HYMN OF THE DAY: PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING #689
Please stand and sing.

Praise and Thanksgiving

0 | |
s I |
{o— I 4' o : I ! I
\ \av, o * > |
v »
’ f Ny o
1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev -'ry peo - ple, free -ly con-
J 4 4 o)) g o4
S —— = e
/ : ! ! ! I e ' ' !
|
0 |
)4 T T T I T
& S R -, P S S
5 = = e o
liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
S} e == —
ya I ] ] | I |
! ! ! ! — ! !
0
s
7. . I . I . .
@ I I I I I I I
J . . o _9_. _9_.
B R .
or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
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Text: Albert E. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.



APOSTLES' CREED

Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

PRAYERS

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

After each portion of the prayers:

Pastor
Congregation

At the end of the prayer:

Pastor

Congregation

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor
Congregation

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering plates are found at
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship space.

Please give as you are able.

OFFERTORY

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

“Give Me Jesus”, African-American spiritual, arr. by Moses Hogan,

Raeshawn Parker, soloist
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OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

CoOME 1O THE TABLE
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Please stand.
Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Let us pray.

God of all creation,

all you have made is good,

and your love endures forever.

You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine.

Nourish us with these gifts,

that we might be for the world

signs of your gracious presence

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Congregation Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
You are an important part of our faith community.
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CoMMUNION HYMN: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL #612
All sing.

Healer of Our Every 11l
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1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - 'ry sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ty broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.

way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Please stand.
Pastor

Congregation

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Please stand and sing.

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927

Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

God,

in the mystery of Christ's resurrection

you send light to conquer darkness,

water to give new life,

and the bread of life to nourish your people.

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection,
that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

THE SENDING

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Pastor Let us pray.
Life-giving
Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor
Congregation Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: OH, THAT I HAD A THOUSAND VOICES #833

Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share

Christ’s love.

All sing. Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices
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show forth praise a - lone. Join me to make God’s glo - ry known!
pow’rs can nev - er quite de - clare the won-ders of God’s might!
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Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658—1734; tr. composite
Music: O DASS ICH TAUSEND ZUNGEN HATTE, Johann B. Kénig, 16911758
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
DismissaL
Pastor Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PoSTLUDE
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101

Children are welcome in our worship. Hearing help available: We have for your

use, personal hearing amplification units
available in the narthex. Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Summer Sunday Services
July 23 - August 20 9 am - Contemporary Service
10:30 am - Traditional Service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: I Kings 19:9-18, Psalm 85:8-13, Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33

The Problem with Numbers

So much attention to numbers! Five. Two. Twelve. Five thousand. And far more than five thousand when the
women and children are included in the count (almost as if it’s a census-taker’s afterthought). But who, really,
was doing the counting? And why? Was there a crew in that deserted place tallying attendance like ushering
teams who survey church pews on Sunday mornings? Probably not. Yet the numbers often dominate this
story, a miraculous story so significant to the evangelists that it is, unlike any other miracle, written into all
four gospels.

What might be lost from this story when the numbers—how many people, so few loaves, only a couple fish,
and even the counted leftovers—command our attention? The numbers apparently consumed the disciples’
imaginations and produced their reaction: “Send them away.”

Consider how often stories end like this: “Send them away.” How quickly, even easily, numbers settle an
issue and decide a story’s conclusion, people’s fate. But for Jesus the story is not over. Instead he says, “They
need not go away” (Matthew 14:16). The numbers neither control nor tell the story. Compassion does. And
more, that is not only how the story ends; compassion is how the story begins: “When he went ashore, he saw
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them” (Matt. 14:14).

Rather than the numbers, it is the “where” of this story that is significant. We easily overlook where Jesus is
doing his ministry: Ashore. In a deserted place. It is not in the religious space of the synagogue. In the
religious space, Jesus’ teaching so offended the congregation that, dishonored, he left unable to accomplish
anything among them. Unable to make a space of compassion and care there, he goes out to where the people
are. If this doesn’t give us pause, we are not paying attention.

We see where Jesus is. Where is the church?

The flowers are given to the glory of God.

Today we are using Settings 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.
CCLI License# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.



