Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

8th Sunday after Pentecost, August 3, 2025
The Service at 10:30 am

Today'’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business”
of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy
baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.”
To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.






GATHERING

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor Most merciful God,
Congregation have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Congregation Amen.



GATHERING HYmN: #871

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.

Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good

All sing.
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Text: Johann J. Schiitz, 1640-1690; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-1897, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT DEN HERREN, THR. Melchior Vulpius, 1579—1615
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation And also with you.

HyMN OF PRAISE

All sing, Now the Feast and Celebration
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love
what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an
empty game, a ‘“vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work
because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done
under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are
done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me—and
who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom
under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under
the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with
which they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds
do not rest. This also is vanity.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 49:1-12

Congregation sings words in bold.
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Hear this, | all you peoples;

give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
you of high de- | gree and low,

rich and | poor together.

My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,

and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
I will incline my ear | to a proverb

and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.

Why should I be afraid in | evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,

the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
and boast of | their great riches?

One can never re- | deem another,

or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
for the ransom of a life | is so great

that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,

in order to live forev- | er and ever
and never | see the grave.

For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.

Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | generation,
though they had named lands af- | ter themselves.

Even though honored, they cannot | live forever;
they are like the | beasts that perish.

Reading: Colossians 3:1-11
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes in order to
put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God'’s love in Christ.

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also
once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self
with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.
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The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s
life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?”” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to
store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.” But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich
toward God.”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Pastor Lydia Posselt



HyMN OF THE DAY: #856
Please stand and sing.

How Great Thou Art

0|
s va— ! | . K |
O T 4 o 1) s o o
J .
1 O Lord my God, when I in awe - some won - der con-sid - er
2 When through the woods and for - est glades I ~ wan - der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
4  When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
0 |
Yy D 1 I
o - e ===
J — o _+ ’
all  the works thy hand hath made, [ see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take 1t 1n, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
0 |
Yy D 1
7 4 | , | !
O — E e —
thun - der, thy pow’r through-out the u - ni- verse dis-played;
gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - ftion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
Refrain
0|
- o i
IQJ(D a— S - o o o
Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
Q |I? P ——— [ _f-—_
(X z | e
\\a¥, | %
) c.___& v__® '
art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to
0 |
i
D~ i -
J ]
thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989

Music: O STORE GUD, Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine

Text and music © 1953 S. K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road,

Pacific City OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved.



APOSTLES' CREED

Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Asst. Min. God of grace,
Congregation hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first
of all just that — offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your
financial gifts.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.
OFFERTORY

“Lead On, Eternal Sovereign”--Music by Gustav Holst, arranged by Hal H. Hopson
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CoME TO THE TABLE

Please sand i Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Asst. Min. Let us pray.

Congregation Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor

All sing.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INvITATION TO COMMUNE

COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,
a separate tray is available.

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.

To receive a blessing, please cross your arms.
You are an important part of our faith community.

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ.
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CoMMUNION HYMN: #496

One Bread, One Body
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Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939
Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Please stand.
Pastor
Congregation

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Asst. Min. Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Congregation Amen.

THE SENDING
BLESSING
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Congregation Amen.

14



SENDING HYmN #840
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share

Christ’s love.
Now Thank We All Our God
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Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586—1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
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DISMISSAL

Asst. Min. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a Hearing help available: We have personal hearing
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a amplification units available for your use. Please
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to speak with the person at the sound board.

age 3 during all worship services.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: church@redeemermclean.org

Summer Sunday Services: July 27 to August 31
9 am for the contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service

Starting September 7:
8:30 and 11 am for the traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 15:1-6 Psalm 33:12-22 Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 Luke 12:32-40

The Challenge of Money

Jesus’ parables about money continue to trouble his listeners to this day. In fact, they may seem
even more challenging to today’s Christians in North America, a culture so saturated with
wealth and consumerism, than they were to our first-century counterparts. It can be easy to
approach these parables by attempting to justify our behavior, to try to determine the exact point
where desire becomes greed or where consumption becomes gluttony, often in an effort to retain
what we already have. But this attitude transforms generosity and simplicity into a law rather
than an act of true freedom initiated in the love of Jesus.

The parable of the rich fool reveals the absurdity of greed and its justification. Tomorrow is not
promised, and the pathological accumulation of wealth and material goods seems silly, even
cruel, in a world as unpredictable and challenging as ours. Freedom in Jesus releases us from the
belief that we can secure our own future with wealth and possessions. It opens us to the radical
generosity of God’s neighborhood, where the security of our future lies in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus and in the practice of self-emptying love for our neighbor.

It’s fair to say that Jesus would make for a very challenging church treasurer. The fundamental
economic posture of the gospel is one of redistribution and radical trust that, in community, God
will provide everything we need. Parables like this one about the rich fool are meant to stretch
and challenge our assumptions and actions. If the choices we make about money seem to come
easily, that just may be an invitation to reflect on the grounds of our own economic practices.
The self-emptying generosity Jesus invites us into will always feel risky, but we can take
comfort in the assurance that God, who makes all things new, will care and provide for the
common good and the flourishing of true community. Thanks be to God.

The flowers are given to the glory of God.

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.
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