
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
 Thirteenth  Sunday after Pentecost, August 27, 2023 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus 
declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and 

God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as 
a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our 

spiritual worship through word and deed. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 

    
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation we confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing #807      
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing.  
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 

our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

 
Children’s Message  

Reading:  Isaiah 51:1-6 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. 
God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

 Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

  
Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Psalm 138  
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love      
      and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
  that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
 You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  

Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and 
viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace 
empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body 
we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
“Who Do You Say That I Am”  

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 
 
 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and 
Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

Pastor         The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Take My Life, That I May Be #685   
Please stand and sing.       
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The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are able.  
  

 Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

 

Offertory    
“Sing for Joy” music by Henry Purcell arranged by Hal H. Hopson  

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pator  Hear us, O God.   
Congregation  Your mercy is great. 

 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good,  
and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth  
and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  
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Communion Hymn: Will You Come and Follow Me #798       
All sing. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  

Congregation Amen.  

Post-Communion Prayer 
Pastor  Let us pray.  

Life-giving God,  
in the mystery of Christ's resurrection  
you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life,  
and the bread of life to nourish your people.  
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection,  
that we may show your glory to all the world,  
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

The Sending 
Blessing 

Pastor Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle 
Please stand and sing. 
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Sending Hymn: We All Are One in Mission #576    
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love. 
  
All sing.  

Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace.  Share the good news.         

Congregation   Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Children are welcome in our worship.  
 
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use, personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.  Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  22101 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is: 
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services  9:45 am - Contemporary Service 

Today we are using Settings 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Dare We? 

There are lots of possible truthful answers to Jesus’ question “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” (Matthew 16:13): prophet, teacher, storyteller, healer, wonder-worker, rabble-rouser, friend, exorcist, 
Nazarene, Jew, son of Joseph. We come to know one another from many angles: in experiences and 
relationships; by what others say; on Facebook, Twitter, the six o’clock news; at Monday coffee group, happy 
hour; through factory newsletters, class yearbooks. One might be, all at once, author, gardener, mother, felon, 
philanthropist, swimmer. 

Jesus begins by asking what people say about him—what’s the word on the street? As expected, responses are 
a mixture of religious, political, and personal perspectives. Then Jesus cuts closer, exacting from his disciples 
their answer. “Who do you say that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). It might seem that he’s quizzing the group with a 
trick question to see who answers rightly and thus gets rewarded with keys to the kingdom of heaven. 

Peter’s answer gains him the glory. If that episode was all Matthew’s gospel recorded, we might conclude 
that Peter did, in fact, recognize Jesus more clearly than the others. But every one of the disciples had made 
that very same confession, “You are the Son of God,” in the safety of a seaworthy boat with Jesus on a 
calmed sea (Matt. 14:33). In this sense, Peter’s response was predictable. 

However, Matthew bothers to write that this happened in Caesarea Philippi, also known as Paneas, site of a 
famous shrine to Pan, god of shepherds. Named for Caesar, the emperor, and Philip, ruler of the region, it is 
identified with imperial power. In the context of tremendous political and religious forces, Jesus asks, “Who 
do you say that I am?” 

In this sense, it is a brave confession when Peter names Jesus—not Caesar—as Chosen, Lord, and presence of 
God. Jesus’ way of blessing the world contradicts all that empire is about. On that confession the church is 
called to stand—today. Dare we? 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 15:15-21 Psalm 26:1-8 Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 16:21-28 


