
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
11th Sunday after Pentecost, August 24, 2025 

The Service at 10:30 am 
  

Remember the sabbath day.  
Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what the Lord does:  

feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is doing. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
     
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: #610 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray.  
 O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, 

we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when 
we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
The call of the prophet Jeremiah does not depend on Jeremiah’s abilities or age. God will give him the words to speak. 
Even before Jeremiah was born, God appointed him a prophet to the nations, to minister in the difficult years before the 
Babylonian exile. 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
 
 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
 and before you were born I consecrated you; 
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.”   
But the Lord said to me,  
 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ 
 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
 Do not be afraid of them, 
 for I am with you to deliver you, 
 says the Lord.” 
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me,  
 “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
 to pluck up and to pull down, 
 to destroy and to overthrow, 
 to build and to plant.” 

 
 Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
 Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 103:1-8 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 
 and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 
 who forgives | all your sins 
 and heals all | your diseases; 
 who redeems your life | from the grave 
 and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  
 
 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
 so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 O Lord, you provide | vindication 
 and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 
 You made known your | ways to Moses 
 and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
 Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love  

Reading:  Hebrews 12:18-29  
Using images of Moses from the Old Testament, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of God made 
possible in Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we are invited. 

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 
and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken 
to them. (For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 
shall be stoned to death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) But you 
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
 

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they refused the one who 
warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that 
time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but 
also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created 
things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for 
indeed our God is a consuming fire. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Pastor Sharon Core 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17  
Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading 
of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include setting people free from bondage. 
 

Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there appeared a woman 
with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up 
straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 
When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up 
straight and began praising God. But the leader of the 
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, 
kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work 
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on 
the sabbath day.” But the Lord answered him and said, “You 
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or 
his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 
And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom 
Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this 
bondage on the sabbath day?” When he said this, all his 
opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was 
rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 

   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: #612 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
 

“The Narrow Way” by K. Lee Scott 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,  

a separate tray is available.  
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 



13  

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: #574 
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Sending Hymn #858 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude    

 

Break the Rules 

Have you ever encountered a rule or regulation that just didn’t make any sense to you? What did you do? 
Did you follow the rule, or did you break it? And if you broke it, did you tell anyone that you did? Or did 
you quietly chafe against the norm? 

In the reading from Luke for today, we find Jesus preaching in the temple on the day of rest and, 
seemingly on a whim, deciding to break the rules in front of everyone. The outrage of some people in the 
crowd might have come honestly, of course. Practicing their faith was a serious matter, and for many that 
meant carefully following the rules. 

For many people today in our own communities of faith, following the rules is still a serious matter. But 
what if the rules prevent God’s love from being shared or prevent grace from being shown? What if the 
rules effectively exclude rather than include? 

God’s loving grace is wild and free, overcoming obstacles and breaking through boundaries. Death cannot 
stop God’s resurrecting love. Locked doors cannot stop the risen Christ. And today we see that not even 
religious rules can or should limit God’s freeing grace. 

Our gospel reading for today doesn’t invite us to break the rules per se, but it does invite us to look at the 
rules, especially those related to our faith, and to think critically about them. How do the ways we 
organize ourselves and our communities extend God’s grace and love, and in what ways might they 
prevent God’s love from being shown and shared? 

The God seen in Jesus intends to free humanity from the things that bind us. We see that clearly in Christ, 
who not only preaches God’s grace but publicly reaches out with that same grace to heal and help and 
love. Even if it means breaking some rules. 

Please stay for a brief Congregational Meeting after the service. 
We will vote on the terms and conditions of the upcoming construction loan. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Virginia Teitman. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Summer Sunday Services:  July 27 to August 31 
9 am for the contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service  

 
Starting September 7: 

8:30 and 11 am for the traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Proverbs 25:6-7 Psalm 112 Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 Luke 14:1,7-14 


