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Nicene Creed (from Book of Concord) 

We believe  Original Greek / Reflects context in Nicaea, Constantinople, and Chalcedon 

I believe  Found in the singular during the Middle Ages in the Latin translations 

  Also found in the German and English renderings 

 

… was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human … 

Incarnation means to take on flesh 

Everyone is born of their mother but only Jesus is incarnate. 

God received humanity through Mary.   

Christ was completely God.  

He was also completely man because he took flesh from the virgin Mary. 

The Creed confirms the true humanity of Jesus. 

 

In the early centuries it was disputed whether Jesus truly suffered and died (or not).   

It was necessary in the Creed to state that Jesus (as a man) suffered and died on the cross. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Genealogy of Mary (as outlined in Scripture) 

The genealogy in Matthew 1 is traced through Joseph, Jesus’ legal (but not natural) father. 

It establishes his claim and right to the throne of David. 

 

The genealogy in Luke 3:23-38 is said to be that of Mary though some believe it is of Joseph. 

In the listings, after the time of David many of the names differ between the two accounts. 

 

Luke’s Purpose – 

Luke wrote to show and emphasize the humanity of Christ. 

Jesus is qualified as the Messiah through Joseph and Mary (the source of his true humanity).   

 

Matthew’s Purpose – 

Matthew was written to the Jews to prove that Jesus was in the legal line of David. 

Jesus was in the line of David by adoption through Joseph.   

 

Gospel of James (apocryphal – things put away – non canonical)  

It was written about 145. 

It expands (backwards in time) the infancy stories contained in Matthew and Luke. 

It presents a narrative concerning the birth and upbringing of Mary. 

 

CHAPTER 5  

The next day, when he (Joachim) was presenting his offerings, he said to himself – If the Lord 

God will be reconciled to me, he will make it clear to me with the priest's metal disc.  And 

Joachim presented his offerings and paid attention to the priest's metal disc until he went up to 

the altar of the Lord. And he saw no sin in it.  



Joachim said – Now I know that the Lord God has been reconciled to me and has sent all my 

great sins away for me.  And having been justified, he departed from the temple and went to his 

house.  And his wife's pregnancy came to term. After nine months, Anna gave birth and she said 

to the midwife – What is it?   The midwife said – A girl.  Anna said – My soul exalts this day.  

And she put her baby to bed.  After her days were completed, Anna cleansed her menstrual flow 

and gave her breast to the child and gave her the name Mary. 

 

CHAPTER 9  

Throwing down his ax, Joseph went out to meet them.  And after they had gathered together with 

their rods, they went to the high priest.  After receiving everyone's rod, the high priest went into 

the temple and prayed.  When he was finished with the prayer, he took the rods and went out and 

gave them to each man, but there was no sign among them.  Finally, Joseph took his rod.  

Suddenly, a dove came out of the rod and stood on Joseph's head.  And the high priest said – 

Joseph! Joseph! You have been chosen by lot to take the virgin into your own keeping 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Apostles’ Creed (From Christianity Today / February 7, 2000)  

Descended to the dead 

A Christian College offered a series of chapel messages on the Apostles’ Creed and they omitted 

this line because none of the 12 Biblical professors believed it.  The statement is not found in the 

original form of the Apostles’ Creed.  It echoes Acts 2:31 and seems to be in our creed to make 

the point that Jesus’ death was real and complete.  Jesus went to hades (in the Greek means the 

world of the departed).  When the Creed took its English form hell meant the final state of the 

lost.   

 

Certainty – Christ did conquer death both in its spiritual and physical forms (thru resurrection). 

 

From the Formula of Concord – For it is enough that we know that Christ descended into hell 

and destroyed hell for all believers and that he redeemed them from the power of death, the 

devil, and eternal damnation.  How that happened we should save for the next world (where not 

only this matter but many others) (which here we have simply believed and cannot comprehend 

with our blind reason will be revealed). 

 

Resurrection of the body  

When Christ returns the dead will be resurrected. 

What body will come back? 

Will our atoms be reassembled? 

Will we recognize one another? 

 

We do not fully understand what the resurrected life will be like since we will be entering a new 

experience that we have never known before.  We do not have the words to describe it because 

our words are based on our experiences in our present life.   

 

 

 



Scripture does not give us a detailed description of what life will be like when we have glorified 

bodies.  It tells us that … 

we will be with God forever  

all those who trust in Christ will enter into his presence  

when Christ returns, we will be like him (1 John 3:2) 

our bodies will be changed when the final trumpet sounds (1 Corinthians 15:51-52) 

 

After his resurrection, Jesus could be recognized as Jesus.  Jesus had flesh and bones and some 

of the marks of the crucifixion.  He could be touched and he could eat.  The resurrected Jesus 

had physical continuity with the Jesus who was crucified but (at the same time) he could also 

appear through locked doors and ascend into heaven.  The body of Jesus was brought back to life 

but it was changed.   

 

Paul tells us that we will be changed.  The body will be imperishable and immortal.  But it will 

be a body and it will have some continuity with the old body.   

A tree does not look like an acorn but it has physical continuity with the acorn. 

A butterfly looks nothing like a caterpillar but it has physical continuity with it. 

We cannot predict what our changed bodies will be like. 

 

Romans 8 – The physical creation will be liberated from its bondage when we are transformed 

into glory.  This salvation involves the redemption of our bodies.  Christ has made it possible (as 

shown in his own resurrection) with a body that transcends the limits of space and time.   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Athanasian Creed – Background 

The creed was most likely written sometime after 450 and well before 670.  

The actual author (or authors) and the exact time of writing are not known. 

However, it is easy to determine the reason for the writing of the creed. 

 

The Athanasian Creed is similar to the Nicene Creed in its defense of the Triune God and the 

teaching that Jesus was true God and co-equal with the Father.  However, the Nicene Creed 

implies the full deity of the Son and of the Holy Spirit while the Athanasian Creed leaves 

nothing to be assumed.   

 

At the time there were controversies being raised by some about the person and nature of Jesus.  

The Nicene Creed clearly states that Jesus was true God.  Scripture teaches us that Jesus also 

became fully human.  All attempts to rationalize this truth either removed Jesus from being truly 

human or truly divine.  The Athanasian Creed gives a more assertive defense of the truth. 

 

This creed consists of two parts – 

The first part sets forward the doctrine of the trinity 

The second part deals chiefly with the incarnation and the two natures of Christ 

 

 

 

 



Lessons for Holy Trinity Sunday – 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a   Isaiah 6:1-8   Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalm 8    Psalm 29   Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13  Romans 8:12-17  Romans 5:1-5 

Matthew 28:16-20   John 3:1-17   John 16:12-15 

 

Lessons for July 23, 2017 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

I am the first and I am the last.  Besides me there is no god. 

Who is like me?  Let them proclaim it.  Let them declare and set it before me. 

Have I not told you from of old and declared it?  You are my witnesses! 

Is there any god besides me?  There is no other rock.  I know not one. 

 

God is clear that there is only one God. 

God challenges anyone to dispute this truth. 

 

Psalm 86:11-17 

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth. 

For great is your steadfast love toward me.   

You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

 

The Hebrew word Sheol refers to the grave or the abode of the dead. 

Through much of the Old Testament time it was believed we all went to this one place. 

No one could avoid Sheol which was thought to be down in the lowest parts of the earth. 

In Isaiah 26:19 God revealed there would be a resurrection of the dead. 

Time of Jesus – It was common for Jews to believe that the righteous go to a place of 

comfort while the wicked go to a place of torment. 

 

Jesus descend to the dead (the realm of the dead) to take care of those who preceded him. 

The Hebrew word sheol becomes hades in Greek. 

 

Romans 8:12-25 

If you live according to the flesh then you will die. 

 

If you live according to the Spirit then you put to death the deeds of the body and live. 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

And if we are his children then we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 

We suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

Creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God. 

Creation waits to be free from its bondage to decay. 

Creation waits to obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

The whole creation (including us) has been groaning in labor pains. 

We groan inwardly while we wait for the redemption of our bodies. 

 

 



We continue with verses 26-27 –  

The Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know how to pray as we ought but the very 

Spirit intercedes.  God searches the heart and knows the mind of the Spirit. 

 

We are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ (one God). 

We are part of the creation that waits with longing. 

Our groans are that of one in labor giving birth (new life and a new creation). 

To live by the Spirit is life / To live in the flesh is eternal damnation 

 

Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43 

The sower sowed good seed in his field.  Enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat. 

Plants and weeds both appeared at the same time. 

Do we go out and gather up the weeds?  No  

In gathering the weeds we might uproot the wheat along with them. 

Let both of them grow together until the harvest. 

 

The Son of Man plants the children of the kingdom throughout the world.   

The devil plants the children of the evil one in the same places. 

At the end of the age the angels will come and throw into the furnace of fire the evildoers. 

 

It is not our role to gather up the weeds.  Christ will do that at the end of the ages. 

How do we make sure the evil one does not snatch what is in our heart? 

How do we live side by side with the weeds?  Go back to the lesson from Romans 8 

 

Next Bible Study Series – 

 

1) Wednesday morning – 8 am to 9 am  

 Starts September 6 (Continual class) 

 An Overview of the Bible  

  

2) Wednesday evening – 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm  

September 6 through October 11 

The Gospel of Matthew  

 

 


