
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Second Sunday of Easter, April 24, 2022 
The Services at 8:30 am and  11:00 am 

  

In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe.  
Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is 
hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard 
to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of the holy communion, inviting us to touch 

and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 
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Gathering 
 

 

Prelude  “We Walk by Faith”, arranged by James Biery 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 
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Gathering Hymn #825 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Please sit. 

Children’s Message  

The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. 

By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing 

Reading: Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to the charges of 
the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 

When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, saying, 
“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any 
human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted 
him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
  

Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 118:14-29 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

The Lord is my strength | and my song, 
  and has become | my salvation. 
 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly! 
 The right hand of the Lord| is exalted! 
  The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!” 
 I shall not | die, but live, 
  and declare the works | of the Lord. R 
 The Lord indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
 Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord. 
 “This is the gate | of the Lord; 
  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
 I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
  and you have become | my salvation.  
 The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
  has become the chief | cornerstone. 
 By the Lord has | this been done; 
  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 This is the day that the | Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
 Hosanna! | O Lord, save us! 
  We pray to you, Lord, pros- | per our days!  
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord; 
  we bless you from the house | of the Lord. 
 The Lord is God and has giv- | en us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar. 
 You are my God, and | I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I | will exalt you. 
 Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy en- | dures forever.  

Reading: Revelation 1:4-8 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a Christian prophet named John. 
Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
My Lord and My God 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  John 20:19–31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all 
who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained." 
  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other 
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My Lord 
and my God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

  
Pastor        The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  
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Hymn of the Day #635 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   
 
 

Offertory      
‘How Firm a Foundation’ American folk hymn arr. by John Rutter 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pastor  God, in your mercy. 
Congregation  Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

 Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
 all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
 You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
 Nourish us with these gifts that we might be for the world signs of your gracious pres-

ence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 
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Communion Hymn  #820 
All sing. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn  #472 
All sing. 

Post-Communion Canticle                                             Hymn #207   
All sing. 
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Sending Hymn  #858 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor  Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 
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Dismissal 

Pastor               Go in peace.  Share the good news.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   “Psalm 19” -  Marcello 
 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

Wounded Healer 

The Sunday after Easter can feel a little bit like a crash, a return to normalcy after a day of un-
matched celebration. And yet this is where we live most of our lives: not in celebration, but strug-
gling to make ends meet, doing our best to love our imperfect partners and kids, holding on to our 
faith in humanity when people do terrible things, and dealing with our own kinds of adversity, 
hurt, and loss. This is why we need to hear from the one who missed everything, the one who still 
has a lot of questions, the one who is not afraid to open up about his own doubt and fear. 

It’s revealing that the one thing Thomas asks to see is Jesus’ scars. He is not looking for another 
miracle or celebration. His connection to Jesus is through his humanity, through his suffering, 
through the things that Thomas could identify with and understand. 

Very often when we are at a crossroads of being trapped in our grief, depression, or anger on the 
one hand and the possibility of moving through on the other, the only person we can really trust is 
someone who has been there before, someone who has walked the road we are traveling and lived 
to tell about it. 

That’s why Christ stands among us today not as one who has finally escaped our humanity but as 
one who is still identified by those marks of love and sacrifice. We see in his wounds a reflection 
of our own pain. When we gather at the table to see and touch for ourselves, we know that the ris-
en life he extends to us is real. No matter how many times we missed it the first time, Jesus reach-
es out to include us in the promise of Easter: “Here is my body, here is my blood. Do not doubt, 
but believe.” 

And we, for the first or the thousandth time, reply, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 

. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

 
  

The flowers are given in loving memory of Tracy Graves by her husband, Dean, and son, Zachary, 
                         and by Darlene Lebedev in memory of her husband, Robert , 

           and by Robb and Deanna Heier in honor of the anniversary of Bruce Heier’s baptism. 
 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship.  
 
 
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use, personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.  Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  
 
 

 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]   Psalm 30  Revelation 5:11-14   John 21:1-19 


