
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am April 24, 2022 

Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Based on Psalm 118 
 
Pastor  The Lord is our strength and our song. 
All  The Lord is our salvation. 
 
Pastor  Shouts of joy echo in the tents of the righteous. 
All  The right hand of the Lord is exalted. 

 
Pastor  We shall not die but live and declare the works of the Lord. 
All  Open for us the gates of righteousness.  We will enter them and give thanks 

to the Lord. 
 
Pastor  This is the gate of the Lord. The one who is righteous may enter. 
All  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good and his mercy endures forever.  

Alleluia! 
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Song of Gathering  

Please stand and sing.   



3 

 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           Christ has risen and we have risen to new life with him.  Yet we confess the ways 
we have continued to remain in the tombs of sin and death. 

 
All                Living God,  
 when we stand before the empty tomb  
 we do not always feel the joy of the resurrection.   

We sometimes live in fear, doubt, and distrust.   
We sometimes feel empty.   
Forgive that which paralyzes us  

 and prevents us from enjoying our new life in Christ.   
Forgive that which makes us doubt your unfailing love.   
Forgive that which tempts us away from the joy of your presence.   
Fill our emptiness with your glorious light. 

Pastor           Let us awaken and rise from our sleep.  Let the light of Christ shine on us.  
Christ has forgiven our sins.  Christ calls us to new life.  Christ will lead us into 
righteousness.  As a called and ordained servant of the Church of Christ, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Receive the Holy Spirit and be empowered to be 
witnesses of God’s love that we know through his Son, Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord.   

 
All Amen. 
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Song of Praise 

Please stand and sing.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you.   
All And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of 

your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and 
strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Children's Message 

Reading: Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His 
response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of 
forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 
When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 
us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 
tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
Pastor    Word of God, word of life.  
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 20:19–31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas 
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you."  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained."    

Please stand and sing.  

Reading: Revelation 1:4-8 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a 
Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the 
beginning, present, and end of all time. 
 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, 
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 
Pastor    Word of God, word of life.  
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 

My Lord and My God 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Please stand and sing. 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe." 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  Then he 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe." 
  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Pastor   The Gospel of the Lord.      
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Assisting Minister God, in your mercy. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Assisting Minister  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All                                I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
Offering plates are found at the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the 
back of the church as you leave our worship space.  Please give as you are able.   
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Offering Music  

“Here Is Our King’ by David Crowder 

Song of Offering  
Please stand and sing. 

Pastor  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Invitation 

  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come - eager to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine  

is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 
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+ THE SENDING + 

Prayer 

Assisting Minister  Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life 
to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. 

All  Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor May the celebration of Christ’s resurrected life bring us new hope. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor May his victory over death turn our eyes to the promises of heaven. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the empty tomb help us to leave our sorrows at the foot of the cross. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor And may God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you this day and 

always. 
All Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

The flowers are given in loving memory of Tracy Graves by her husband, Dean, and son, Zachary, 

                         and by Darlene Lebedev in memory of her husband, Robert, 

           and by Robb and Deanna Heier in honor of the anniversary of Bruce Heier’s baptism. 

 

Dismissal   

Assisting Minister Go in peace.  Share the good news.   
All   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)   Psalm 30  Revelation 5:11-14   John 21:1-19 
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our 
worship.  

 

 

Hearing help available: We 
have for your use personal  
hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please 
refer questions or comments to 
an usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346                                                Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
9:45 am for the contemporary service and 8:30 and 11 am for traditional services 
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Wounded Healer 

The Sunday after Easter can feel a little bit like a crash, a return to normalcy after a day of unmatched 
celebration. And yet this is where we live most of our lives: not in celebration, but struggling to make 
ends meet, doing our best to love our imperfect partners and kids, holding on to our faith in humanity 
when people do terrible things, and dealing with our own kinds of adversity, hurt, and loss. This is 
why we need to hear from the one who missed everything, the one who still has a lot of questions, the 
one who is not afraid to open up about his own doubt and fear. 

It’s revealing that the one thing Thomas asks to see is Jesus’ scars. He is not looking for another mira-
cle or celebration. His connection to Jesus is through his humanity, through his suffering, through the 
things that Thomas could identify with and understand. 

Very often when we are at a crossroads of being trapped in our grief, depression, or anger on the one 
hand and the possibility of moving through on the other, the only person we can really trust is some-
one who has been there before, someone who has walked the road we are traveling and lived to tell 
about it. 

That’s why Christ stands among us today not as one who has finally escaped our humanity but as one 
who is still identified by those marks of love and sacrifice. We see in his wounds a reflection of our 
own pain. When we gather at the table to see and touch for ourselves, we know that the risen life he 
extends to us is real. No matter how many times we missed it the first time, Jesus reaches out to in-
clude us in the promise of Easter: “Here is my body, here is my blood. Do not doubt, but believe.” 

And we, for the first or the thousandth time, reply, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 

. 


