Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.
Third Sunday of Easter, April 15, 2018
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples,
meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Lord’s day.
In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and
resurrection through the scriptures: the two main elements of our Sunday worship.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

"Christ is Alive", arranged by Wayne Kerr

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Deacon
Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Deacon

Congregation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Deacon

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Deacon
Congregation

Most merciful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor

God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen

Congregation

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Deacon
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.
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GATHERING HYMN # 376
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
Deacon
Congregation

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
All sing

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor
Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit.

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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THE WORD
Reading: : Acts 3:12–19
After healing a crippled man, Peter preaches to the people how God's promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus.
Through the proclamation of Christ's death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus'
name.
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When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a
murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.
16
And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17
And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what
he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your
sins may be wiped out.
Reader
Congregation

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4
Congregation sings words in bold.

1

Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress;
have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
2
"You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?"
3
Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me | when I call.
4
Tremble, then, and | do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.
5
Offer the appointed | sacrifices,
and put your trust | in the LORD.
6
Many are saying, "Who will show us | any good?"
Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD.
7
You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and | wine abound.
8
In peace, I will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure.
Reading: 1 John 3:1–7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our future existence,
we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known
him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Reader

Word of God, word of life.

Congregation
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Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and

The Gospel is announced.
Pastor
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 24:36b–48
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him as
Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of
repentance and forgiveness.
36b

"Peace be with you." 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to
them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 40And when he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?"
42
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
44
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I
was still with you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 45Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.
Pastor
Congregation

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Understand the Scriptures
Pastor Sandy Kessinger
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HYMN OF THE DAY #705
Please stand and sing.
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APOSTLES' CREED
Pastor
Congregation

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:
Assisting Minister
Congregation

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

At the end of the prayer:
Pastor
Congregation

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.
OFFERTORY
‘How Firm a Foundation’ Early American Hymn arranged by John Rutter
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COME TO THE TABLE
OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister Let us pray.
Congregation
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Pastor
Congregation

Lift up your hearts,
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor
Congregation

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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All sing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

All sing.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
COMMUNION
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Those who are not baptized are invited to come forward
for a blessing. Simply indicate this to the pastor when you come forward. You may take a small cup from the tray in the
center aisle as you approach the altar, and the Communion assistants will fill your cup with wine (first chalice) or grape
juice (second chalice). Or, you may use intinction, where the wafer is retained and touched lightly either to the wine
(red) or to the grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available from the Pastor.
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COMMUNION HYMN #768
All sing.
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COMMUNION HYMN #744
All sing.

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assisting Minister Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord.
Congregation
Amen

THE SENDING
BLESSING
Pastor
Congregation

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN #389
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.
All sing.

DISMISSAL
Assisting Minister Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Oh Had I Jubal's Lyre" - G. F. Handel, arranged by Diane Bish

Please join the Redeemer family in the Crossroads foyer area
for fellowship and refreshments.
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Phantom Pains
After an amputation a majority of patients experience phantom pains. The arm is not there, yet he
feels it cramping. The hand is gone, yet she feels it throbbing. The foot has been removed, yet he
feels it twitching.
Today we meet the disciples, gathered together on the third day after the crucifixion, afraid they
are experiencing nothing more than the phantom pains of grief. They had become one body, then
on that gruesome day a part of their body was severed from the rest. On this day, Christ returns,
but they think they know better. He is just a figment of their imaginations, a phantom pain of the
way things used to be, a ghost.
We live in a world full of phantoms. City centers that once were thriving are lonely ghost towns.
Forests and plains have been churned up and cut down and turned into housing developments. At
our own Easter gatherings, members of the community who once were present are now missing.
In a phantom world we come to expect nothing but disembodied hope and fleeting memory. But
God is not a phantom. We are witnesses to an Easter God who raised Jesus from the dead, who
dressed Christ in flesh, and who is at work today. This Easter God is restoring places where creation has been cut off from creation, resurrecting our hollowed out, hazy, ghost town world and
dressing the earth and all her creatures in flesh and bone, in life once again.
We are people who “look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come” (Nicene Creed). We have become accustomed to those phantom pains, but behold! This is
no trick of the imagination. That which was severed from us has been restored. Alleluia!

15

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Children ar e welcome in our wor ship.
There is a children’s worship bulletin for
them. Also, a special cart of books is in the
back of the nave. Your children are welcome
to borrow books for the service. If you prefer,
a nursery and/or childcare is available for
children up to age 3 during all worship
services. A pager is available from the
nursery.

Visitors are invited to sign the r ed
Attendance Book at the end of the pew.
Hearing help available: We have for
your use, personal hearing amplification
units available in the narthex. Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Sunday Services
9:45 am for the contemporary service and 8:30 and 11 am for traditional services

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Acts 4:5-12 Psalm 23 1 John 3:16-24 John 10:11-18

Assisting with Worship at 8:30
Assisting Minister: Robin Taylor
Reader:
Communion Assistants:
Acolyte/Crucifer: Zach Balleisen
Cantor: Waka Osifchin
Ushers: Marie and Will Moser
Chancel Care: Robin Taylor
Coffee Hour: Karen Miller

Assisting with Worship at 11:00
Assisting Minister:
Reader: Gordon Jones
Communion Assistants: Gordon Jones
Acolyte/Crucifer:
Cantor: Waka Osifchin
Ushers: Liz Schafer and Howie Lind
Chancel Care: Karen Devlin
Coffee Hour: Karen Miller

The flowers are given by Betsy Kutscher to the glory of God,
And in celebration of Steven’s birthday today, and Ron’s birthday on the 18th.

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.
CCLI License# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.
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