
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

April 11, 2021 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 133  

Pastor  How good and pleasant it is. 
People  When we live together in unity. 
 
Pastor  It is like fine oil upon the head. 
People  Flowing down upon the beard. 
 
Pastor  Flowing down upon the beard of Aaron. 
People  Flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
Pastor  It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
People For there the Lord has commanded the blessing – Life forevermore! 
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Gathering Song 
Cantor sings.   
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Song of Praise 

Cantor sings.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message 

+ The Word + 

Lesson: Acts 4:32–35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian 
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers 
who were in need. 
 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common.  With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  They laid it at the apostles' feet, and 
it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: 1 John 1:1—2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our 
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ's death 
so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God's light. 
 

Chapter 1 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life —  this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us —  we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  
We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 

 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 
and in him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with him 
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true;  but if we walk in 
the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
   
Chapter 2 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world. 

  
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. Cantor sings. 
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Vicar  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 20:19–31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas 
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you."  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came.  So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe." 
 

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  Then he 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe." 
 

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Vicar    The Gospel of the Lord.      
People  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon 
“Do Unto Others as God Has Done For You” 

Vicar Hephzibah Penumaka 

Song 
Cantor sings.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Hear us, O God.  
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

“Beautiful Savior” by Stuart Townend 

  

  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 

Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the 
videos. 
Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given by  
to the glory of God  

 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

From Fear to Freedom 

The disciples had good reason to be afraid. Their teacher, perceived as a threat to 
social, political, and religious order, had just been crucified; now with rumors 
swirling about his mysterious resurrection, it wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers 
would face the same dire fate on a cross. Today, most of us, fortunately, can live 
without fear regarding when and where we are able to worship. At the same time, 
when we take a moment to look at the world around us, it doesn’t take long to 
notice what a strong influence fear has on our lives. 

Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear of things that 
keep our hearts closed off from others and God and that keep our truest selves 
locked up inside. As it was for the disciples in today’s reading, our unaddressed 
fears can get in the way of our recognizing what Jesus is doing in our midst. They 
turn us in toward ourselves rather than outward toward those who could be 
blessed by our gifts and who need our care and love. They keep us from growing 
in our relationship with God and as the people God has created us to be. 

Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inadequate or of losing 
control or of being alone, or whatever our deepest fear may be, when we do, 
that’s when something powerful can happen. A sense of peace and joy is never far 
away. Not only are we released from our fear, but giving voice to our fears can set 
others free from theirs as well. 

When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together behind closed doors, 
he came offering peace, and he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. In that moment 
their lives were changed—forever, and for good. The same is true for us when we 
dare to surrender our fears to God and embrace God’s future for us with courage. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Acts 3:12-19  Psalm 4  1 John 3:1-7  Luke 24:36b-48 


