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Some more history on the creeds … 

The creeds define historically the faith of Christians from the time of Christ. 

The creeds set forth what all Christians have held in common throughout history. 

They embody the major components of our confession about Christ. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed, and Athanasian Creed are ecumenical creeds. 

There are approximately 41,000 Christian denominations in the world. 

In the United States the top five religious bodies are – 

Roman Catholic Church    

Southern Baptist Convention 

United Methodists Church 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons)  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

The three creeds reflect very different historical developments that coincide with their purposes. 

1) The Apostles’ Creed developed as a baptismal creed for teaching the faith to those 

preparing for baptism.  On the day of the baptism the creed was read within the body of 

the liturgy in three parts (a practice we still adhere to). 

 

2) The Nicene Creed was developed in order to define the faith over and against the Arian 

heresy.  The theological controversy sparked by Arius evolved into almost three centuries 

of theological debates over the confession of Christ.   
 

Remember our lesson from Sunday on Jeremiah 28:  

Theologians believed there existed two conflicting principles – a monotheistic principle 

(there is only one God) and a Christological principle (the Son is fully God in the same 

way that the Father is fully God).   
 

Arius argued that the Son was a creature (the first and most powerful of all creatures that 

God created) but still a creature.  The Council of Nicaea marked the critical turning point 

in the discussion.  The bishops would not compromise the principle that the Son of God 

is fully God.  The church had to interpret the oneness of God so as to include this 

plurality.  It used 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 as their framework.  In the end we have a creed that 

states we have one Godhead that exists in three modes of being. 
 

From the time of the Council of Nicaea more discussions evolved.   
 

A Creed of Constantinople was written that mirrors the Nicene Creed with one major 

addition.  Of whose kingdom there will be no end was added to the line will come again 

with glory to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Then there was the Filoque Controversy.  Filoque states that the Holy Spirit proceeds 

from the Father and the Son.  When saying that the Spirit comes from the Son as well as 

the Father it means that whatever the Father does, the Son also does.  Were the Father to 

do something that the Son does not do then it might imply an inferior status for the Son. 

 



3) The Athanasian Creed served primarily as a summary of the faith for teaching purposes.  

It is named after Athanasius although it was not written by him.  It came to be seen as a 

summary of the orthodox Christian faith.  It has declined in popularity and has lost its 

place as a teaching tool in seminaries and as a confession of faith within the liturgy of 

many churches.  It was the practice of the Lutheran church to recite this creed on Trinity 

Sunday. 
 

It is a creed of western origin and there is no Greek or Eastern counterpart.  It provides an 

excellent summary and window into the theological activity and decisions of the fourth 

and fifth centuries of the church. It seeks to restate what the creeds and councils had 

affirmed.  It lays out boundaries for how one speaks of the Trinity and of Christ.  The 

first half of the creed deals with the Trinity and the second half deals with the incarnation 

and person of Christ. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

What did we learn about God the Father and God the Son in our studies? 

Identify the statements that came about as a result of some controversy. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Third Article of the Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

Luther entitled this part of the creed as Being Made Holy. 

In it we learn the function of the Holy Spirit which is to make us holy. 

 

Many other kinds of spirits are mentioned in Scripture / only God’s Spirit is called a Holy Spirit.   

First it leads us into his holy community and places us in the church’s lap. 

The church is the place where the Holy Spirit preaches to us and brings us to Christ. 

And what is preached is that – 

the work of God through Christ is completed through his suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 

If the work of God remains hidden then no one will know of it and all would be in vain. 

Through the Holy Spirit we are brought to Christ (which we cannot do on our own). 
 

The Holy Spirit makes us holy through the Christian church, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  The Holy Spirit reveals the truth to us.   
 

The Holy Spirit creates, calls, and gathers the Christian church (apart from which no one can 

come to Christ). 
 



Luther would prefer the words community of saints rather than communion of saints. 

There is on earth a holy little flock and community of saints under one head, Christ. 

It is called together by the Holy Spirit in one faith, one mind, and one understanding. 

It possesses a variety of gifts and yet is united in love. 
 

We are brought into the church by the Holy Spirit. 

We are incorporated into it by hearing the Word of God. 

The Holy Spirit remains with the Christian people until the Last Day. 

Again, through the church the Spirit gathers and uses it to teach and preach the Word. 

By it he creates and increases holiness, causing it daily to grow and become strong in faith. 
 

In this Christian community we have the forgiveness of sins. 

It takes place through the sacraments and absolution and the comforting words of the gospel. 

Although we have sin, the Holy Spirit sees to it that it does not harm us. 

In the Christian community there is full forgiveness (God forgives us and we forgive others). 
 

We wait for the time when our flesh will be put to death and be buried in all its uncleanness. 

It will come forth gloriously and rise to complete and perfect holiness in a new, eternal life. 

In that life there will only be perfectly pure and holy people. 

We will be full of integrity and completely freed from sin, death, and all misfortune. 

 

Creation is now behind us and redemption has also taken place. 

The Holy Spirit continues his work without ceasing until the Last Day. 

For this purpose he has appointed a community on earth through which he speaks. 

It is where he does his work. 

He daily brings us into this community through the Word. 

He imparts, increases, and strengthens faith through the same Word and the forgiveness of sins. 

Then when his work has been finished (and we abide in it) he will finally make us perfectly holy. 

 

The Ten Commandments teaches us what we ought to do. 

The Creed tells us what God does for us and gives to us. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Functions of the Holy Spirit 

Scriptural Passages 

 

1) The Holy Spirit fills the lives of people 

Matthew 1:18-20  The angel of the Lord appears to Joseph to explain about Mary 

Luke 1:15   The angel of the Lord appears to Zechariah regarding John 

Luke 1:35   The Holy Spirit will come upon Mary 

Luke 2:25-26  The Holy Spirit rested on Simeon  

Luke 4:1   Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit when he went into the wilderness 

Luke 11:13  The heavenly Father gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask him 

John 20:22   Jesus breathed on his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

 



2) The Holy Spirit is connected to baptism  

Matt 3:11 / Luke 3:22 Describes the baptism of Jesus  

Matthew 28:19  We are commanded to baptize in the name of the triune God 

Mark 1:8 / Luke 3:16 John baptizes with water / Jesus baptizes with Holy Spirit 

John 1:33    

 

3) The unforgiveable sin is to speak against the Holy Spirit  

Matthew 12:32  Context is the story of Jesus and Beelzebul 

Mark 3:29   Same context and same story 

Luke 12:10  Same story but context is a warning against hypocrisy 

 

4) The Holy Spirit empowers us to speak 

Mark 12:36  Holy Spirit spoke through David in the Old Testament 

Mark 13:11  Holy Spirit will give words to those being persecuted 

Luke 1:41   Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and speaks 

Luke 1:67   Zechariah is filled with the Holy Spirit and speaks 

Luke 12:12  Holy Spirit teaches us what we ought to say 

 

5) The Holy Spirit reveals hidden things 

Luke 10:21-22  Context is the sending out of the seventy into the mission field 

  

6) The Holy Spirit is our Advocate who teaches and instructs 

John 14:26   Holy Spirit will teach us everything and remind us of Christ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1) The Holy Spirit fills the lives of people 

Acts 1:8   The power of the Holy Spirit will come upon the disciples 

Acts 2:4   All were filled with the Holy Spirit / Spoke in different languages 

Acts 6:5 / Acts7:55 Stephen was a man of faith and filled with the Holy Spirit 

Acts 11:24 

Acts 8:15-17  Peter and John prayed for the Samarians to receive the Holy Spirit 

    Peter and John laid their hands on them  

Acts 9:17   Ananias laid his hands on Saul / He was filled with the Holy Spirit 

Acts 10:45   The Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles 

Acts 13:52   The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit 

Acts 19:2-6  Paul laid his hands on them and the Holy Spirit came upon them 

 

2) The Holy Spirit is connected to baptism 

Acts 1:5 / Acts 11:16 John baptized with water / Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit 

Acts 2:38   Repent and believe / Receive the Holy Spirit 

Acts 10:38   God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit 

Acts 10:47   The Holy Spirit came prior to baptism because of the Word 

 

 

 



3) The unforgiveable sin is to speak against the Holy Spirit  

Acts 5:3   Ananias and Sapphira lie to the Holy Spirit 

Acts 7:51   The stiff-necked people are forever opposing the Holy Spirit 

Acts 8:19   Simon offers Peter money to receive the Holy Spirit 

 

4) The Holy Spirit empowers us to speak 

Acts 1:16   Holy Spirit spoke through David in the Old Testament 

Acts 2:33   Another reference to the Holy Spirit speaking through David  

Acts 4:8   Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit and speaks 

Acts 4:25   Another reference to the Holy Spirit speaking through David  

Acts 4:31   By the Holy Spirit they spoke the Word of God with boldness 

Acts 10:44   Peter was speaking and the Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard 

Acts 11:15   Peter describes what happened in Chapter 10 

Acts 28:25   Holy Spirit spoke through Isaiah in the Old Testament 

 

5) The Holy Spirit teaches and instructs us to be witnesses 

Acts 1:2   Jesus gave instructions to the disciples through the Holy Spirit 

Acts 5:32   The disciples are witnesses through the Holy Spirit 

Acts 9:31   Through the Holy Spirit the church increased in numbers 

Acts 13:2-9  The Holy Spirit speaks to set apart Saul and Barnabas 

Acts 15:8   God gave them the Holy Spirit 

Acts 15:28   Holy Spirit instructs them to lay no further burdens on others 

Acts 16:6   Holy Spirit instructs them to not speak the Word in Asia 

Acts 20:23   Holy Spirit testifies that imprisonment and persecution await Paul 

Acts 20:28   Holy Spirit made them overseers to shepherd the church of God 

Acts 21:11   Holy Spirit testifies that Paul will be bound by the Gentiles 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Romans 5:5   God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

Romans 9:1   The Holy Spirit confirms Paul is speaking the truth in Christ 

Romans 14:17   The kingdom of God is righteous, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 

Romans 15:13-16  We abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit 

1 Corinthians 12:3  No one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit 

2 Corinthians 13:13  The communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you 

 

Ephesians 1:13  We are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit 

Ephesians 4:30  We are not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:5  The message of the gospel comes by the power of the Holy Spirit 

1 Thessalonians 1:6  The Word was received with joy and inspired by the Holy Spirit 

1 Thessalonians 4:8  God gives the Holy Spirit to us 

 

2 Timothy 1:14  The Holy Spirit lives within us 



Titus 3:5   God saved us through water and the renewal by the Holy Spirit 

 

Hebrews 2:4   God added his testimony by gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Hebrews 3:7   The Holy Spirit speaks to us 

Hebrews 6:4   We share in the Holy Spirit 

Hebrews 9:8   The Holy Spirit speaks to us 

Hebrews 10:15  The Holy Spirit testifies to us 

 

1 Peter 1:12   The good news is brought to people through the Holy Spirit 

2 Peter 1:21   Prophecies comes from those moved by the Holy Spirit 

 

Jude 20   We are to pray in the Holy Spirit 


