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The word creed derives from the Latin credo which means – I believe.   

The Apostles’ Creed is the creed most widely used in Christian worship in the western world. 

It is a legend that the creed was composed by the Apostles, written on the day of Pentecost, and 

that each of them contributed one of the twelve sections. 

 

It is called the Apostles’ Creed because its content is in agreement with apostolic teachings. 

It is intimately tied to our baptismal rite. 

 

Romans 6:17   The author of Romans refers to the form of teaching. 

1 Timothy 6:12  Paul reminds Timothy to take hold of the eternal life, to which you were 

called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses. 

1 Timothy 6:13 Same language is used in reference to Christ who in his testimony before 

Pontius Pilate made the good confession. 

2 Timothy 2:8 A part of the creed – Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a 

descendant of David (that is my gospel). 

2 Timothy 4:1  Another part of the creed – In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, 

who is to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Rule of Faith – Goes back as early as the middle of the 2nd Century (about 140 AD) 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty.  And in Jesus Christ His only (begotten) Son our Lord, 

who was born of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary; crucified under Pontius Pilate, and 

buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 

hand of the Father, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  And in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy Church; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; (the life 

everlasting). 

 

Accounts of its contents are found in writings from Irenaeus, Tertullian, Novatian, and Origen. 

The confession rose to new importance as the result of the Gnostic controversies. 

It assumed more of the character of a formal creed. 

It was used to check the interpretation of Scripture but originated independently of the Bible. 

 

Irenaeus (early 2nd Century) – wrote against Gnosticism  

 

Tertullian (155 to 240 AD) – Father of Latin Christianity and founder of Western theology 

First writer in Latin known to use the word trinity. 

However he believed God was the founding member of the group of three. 

Implication  Clear subordination of the Son and Spirit to the Father  

He also condemned the remarriage of widows. 

 

 

 



Novatian (time period around 251-258) – Excommunicated from the church  

Held that lapsed Christians who had not maintained their confession of faith (under 

persecution) may not receive communion in the church. 

 

Origen (184-254) – Greek scholar  

His teachings on the final reconciliation of all creatures included the devil.  He also 

believed in the subordination of the Son and Spirit to the Father, a teaching rejected by 

Christians as recorded in the creeds. 

 

*  Gnostics believed they possessed a secret oral tradition from Jesus himself. 

Creed of Apelles (2nd Century Gnostic Creed) 

 

We believe, that Christ descended from the Power above, from the Good, and that He is the 

Son of the Good; that he was not born of a virgin, and that when He did appear He was not 

devoid of flesh.  That He formed His Body by taking portions of it from the substance of the 

universe, i.e. hot and cold, moist and dry; That He received cosmical powers in the Body, 

and lived for the time He did in the world; That He was crucified by the Jews and died; That 

being raised again after three days He appeared to His disciples; That He showed them the 

prints of the nails and (the wound) in His side, being desirous of persuading them that He 

was no phantom, but was present in the flesh; That after He had shown them His flesh He 

restored it to the earth; That after He had once more loosed the chains of His Body He gave 

back heat to what is hot, cold to what is cold, moisture to what is moist, and dryness to what 

is dry; That in this condition He departed to the Good Father, leaving the Seed of Life in the 

world for those who through His disciples should believe in Him. 
  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Received Creed is what we have as our creed.  It is assumed that it took on its present 

form by the time of Faustus of Reiz (about 460 AD).  Faustus of Reiz was bishop in southern 

Gaul and was an opponent of Arianism.   

 

*  Arianism asserts that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He was begotten by God the Father 

at a specific point in time.  Therefore he is distinct from the Father and subordinate to the 

Father.  

 

First Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Highlights of Genesis 1 and 2  

2 Creation Stories – Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Genesis 2:4b-25 

 

1) The first creation story was written by the Priestly writer and the second by the Yahwist. 

2) Both stories come from a community of faith engaged in a theological reflection on creation. 

3) The authors took the available knowledge of the world and integrated it with theological 

perspectives. 

 

 



First Creation Story 

In the Bible, the number 7 means something is finished or complete. 

Day 1 – Light    Day 4 – Greater light to rule day / lesser light to rule night 

Day 2 – Waters / Firmament  Day 5 – Fish / Birds 

Day 3 – Dry Land / Vegetation Day 6 – Land Animals / People / Vegetation for Food 

 

Genesis 2:1-3 repeats some key words (stresses the importance of the Sabbath day). 

The seventh day appears 3 times. 

God finished the work that he had done and God rested from all the work that he had done. 

God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it. 

 

Sabbath belongs to the created order and it cannot be legislated. 

God sets aside one day as different from all the others. 

 

Second Creation Story 

God is the sole Creator of a good and purposeful world. 

Humans have a key place among all the living creatures. 

This chapter focuses on humankind and their place in the world. 

Note the shift from heaven and earth (2:1) to earth and heaven (2:4b) 

 

Permission and Prohibition (Genesis 2:15-17) 

God places the man in the garden to work the ground and care for it. 

God gives man permission to eat from every tree except the tree of knowledge. 

The permission establishes an incredible range of freedom for humans. 

But to be truly human means there are limits. 

To honor limits becomes necessary if creation will develop as God intends. 

Although this is a command, the issue involves trust in the word of God. 

Decisions concern not only ourselves but have implications for our relationship with God.   

To be separated from the tree of life represents the broken nature of the relationship. 

 

Connections with Our Lives  

1) What do these two stories tell us about the relationship between God and the world? 

2) What does the Sabbath mean to us?   

3) What is our day of rest?  What do we do on our day of rest? 

4) What is our role in this world as a steward of what God has created?   

Are we serious about it? 

5) How have our choices affected our relationship with God? 

 

Creation Psalms 

Psalm 8, 19, 65, 104 and 148 

Psalm 104 is the designated reading for Pentecost Sunday (longest in the group). 

 

 

 

 

 



Verse 1a  Bless the Lord, O my soul.  O Lord my God, you are very great. 

 

Verses 1b-4  God in relationship to the heavens 

  Clothed / wrapped as with a garment 

  Heavens are like a tent and the clouds are his chariot 

  The winds are his messengers (Spirit) amid fire and flames 

 

Verses 5-10 God in relationship to the waters 

  Earth is on a foundation that shall not be shaken 

  Water covers the earth as with a garment 

  At the time of the flood –  

  Water stood above the mountains but receded at his command 

  God established a boundary they may not pass (never to cover the earth again) 

 

Verses 11-23 God cares for creation 

  God gives drink to the animals and habitation to the birds of the air 

  God causes the grass to grow and plants for people to use 

  God offers food, wine, oil to make the face shine, and bread to strengthen hearts 

  Trees are watered so the birds can build their nests and the stork has a home 

  Mountains are for wild goats and rocks a refuge for rabbits (not hot dogs) 

  The moon marks the seasons and the sun knows when to set  

  Darkness is for the night creatures and for lions to seek their food 

  In the light they lie down in their dens and people come out to work 

  * 3rd time we hear about humanity 

 

Verse 24 God (in his wisdom) made the world diverse 

  God made the earth and all its creatures 

  Wisdom (chokhmah) (One of the 10 attributes of Kabbalah) 

  Kabbalah – Jewish teaching that explains relationship between God and creation. 

 

 

 Chokhmah is second of the ten sefriot. 

 It is the first power of conscious intellect with Creation. 

 It is the first point of real existence (the top represents emptiness). 

 It is incomprehensible until it is given shape and form in Binah. 

 

 The name of God associated with Chokhmah is Yah. 

 

 It appears at the top of the right axis and corresponds to the Divine  

 image being to the right eye or right hemisphere of the brain. 

 

 In our souls it is associated with our intuition and insight.  It is our 

 ability to look deeply at some aspect of reality and abstract its true  

 essence.  It is the primary force in the creative process. 

 

 



 

Verses 25-30  There are creeping things in the sea both small and great 

   Leviathan (sea monsters) are formed for sport 

   All of creation turns to God for sustenance 

   The Spirit continues to create as God renews the face of the earth 

 

Verses 31-35  The psalmist sings glory to God 

   May the glory of the Lord endure forever 

   The Lord makes the earth tremble and the mountains smoke 

   He sings to the Lord as long as he lives 

   BTW – Let sinners by consumed from the earth and the wicked no more 

   Bless the Lord, O my soul.  Praise the Lord! Amen  

 

Connection with Our Lives  

1) What is your favorite vacation spot? 

2) What do you see in terms of the variety of creatures God has created? 

3) Note the only place humans are talked about is within the context of eating and work. 

What do you think this means in terms of how we live our lives? 


