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Amos 1:1 

The title of the book of Amos is unusual in several ways –  

Unlike the other prophetic books, Amos saw the words 

The title offers information about his occupation (he was among the shepherds of Tekoa) 

King Uzziah of Judah is mentioned so it appears to be the work of an editor in Judah 

There is a specific reference to the date of Amos’s work (two years before the earthquake) 

 

Amos 1:2 

Message: God has come to judge the earth 

God wages holy war against the enemies of justice and compassion  

This is a book about the death of Israel and about the role of God in that death 

Israel did not maintain its faith in the midst of these words of judgment 

 

Amos 1:3-2:16 

Amos is the only prophetic book to begin with oracles against foreign nations 

For three (no – four) was an effective way of referring to the multiple offenses  

God is saying – I will not turn back  

What is important is the inclusion of Judah and Israel among the foreign nations  

 

Prophets were consulted concerning the will of God before battle  

It was essential to know that the god was going with the army before a battle 

That is what made all wars – holy wars 

Amos makes use of Israel’s holy war traditions for a new purpose 

If Amos is to claim that the God of Israel holds power over the surrounding nations – 

then God must have something to do with war because that is what nations do 

the story of the exodus from Egypt claimed that God made war against pharaoh 

before the true holy war oracles tended to cite an offense against God  

now the six nations are cited for war crimes – crimes against its own citizens 

God intervenes in human life with a fury when the weak are oppressed  

 

Luther’s concept of a Just War 

Luther regarded war as a great evil.  All war was a great plague.  However, by birth, we all 

belong to the kingdom of this world which is disciplined by the laws under a secular 

government.  We also believe in a spiritual kingdom where God rules by means of his Word 

and his Spirit.   

 

While a citizen of the Kingdom of God, we participate in the world through our vocations 

which allows service to our neighbor, ruled by justice, and motivated by love.  We are also 

part of the secular world and have responsibilities to others.  We should be willing to protect 

others from injustice. 

 

 

 



Series of principles to consider: 

Must be waged by a lawful ruler, a rightful authority 

Must be a war in response to a prior attack (a last resort) 

There are limits to the destruction permitted in war  

We are required to offer mercy and peace to those who surrender 

War must be found in the fear of God (we must humble ourselves before God) 

 

Amos 3:1-4:13 

A defense of Amos’ mission as a prophet  

He has no choice but to speak what God tells him  

Emphasizes the tension between the will of God and the will of humans 

Amos and other Biblical writers will not attribute moral evil to God but they do not hesitate 

to say that God, the creator and maintainer of everything good, is also a destroyer for those 

who are disobedient 

 

Because Israel had failed to maintain its side of the covenant God had established with them, 

disaster was near at hand.  What is different about Amos’ message? 

1) There is a sense of terror that sets Amos apart  

2) If the book is dated accurately (and the northern and southern kingdoms were living in 

relative security and prosperity) then there was not even a threat of disaster that needed to 

be explained. 

3) Caution: We should not quickly make a direct application of this message to our present 

situation.  Without direct, divine inspiration we cannot know what God is about to do in 

our immediate future. 

 

The New Testament states that the work of God requires destruction and death 

This time it is the destruction and death of his Son 

The Creator does not stand outside the circle of life, death, and new life  

God participates in it personally 

 

Amos 5:1-27 

Amos now sings a funeral song before anyone dies  

He mourns not the death of an individual but the death of the nation, Israel 

There is a promise that those who seek Yahweh will live but it is not a matter of certainty 

The perversion of justice was the major cause of Israel’s fatal illness 

Amos offers no program for change because it was too late for that  

 

Amos 6:1-14 

Luxury is a problem when it is gained at the expense of others’ misery 

Luxury is a problem when it deadens the mind and the senses to responsibility 

For Amos the measure of health is justice and he has seen it turned to poison 

There is no quick fix for the internal problems created by the failure to maintain justice for all 

 

 

 

 



Amos 7:1-17 

Prophets are called seers because they see things that other people could not 

God first showed Amos a locust plague (coming at the worst possible time of the year) 

Amos assumes the locust plague is God’s judgment for their sins 

He takes it upon himself to intercede for them – asking God to forgive them 

The second vision is the divine fire which devours the cosmic ocean itself 

In the third and fourth visions God asks Amos what he sees 

 

Amos appeals on behalf of the people because Jacob is small (verse 2) 

In all other cases, the prophet intercedes based solely on the character of God  

Repentance is the result of realizing that God is forgiving 

In the New Testament, it is God who makes the first move and not us 

The death of Christ was not God’s response to any human initiative 

 

Amos 8:1-14 

There is no action and what is seen is just an object that requires interpretation  

All Amos can see (in the immediate future) is death 

 

God created something new out of death  

God refused to allow the death of Jesus to be the end of his redeeming work 

Through the resurrection God brought new life to those who believe in him 

The true enemy is within 

 

Luther said that preaching and hearing the Word of God made the difference between 

spiritual life and death.  In his commentary on this text – 

This is the last blow.  It is the worst, the most wretched of all.  All the rest of the blows would 

be bearable, but this is absolutely horrible.  He is threatening to take away the genuine 

prophets and the true Word of God, so that there is no one to preach even if people were 

most eager to wish to hear the Word and would run here and there to hear it. 

 

Amos 9:1-12 

We are not to take what this prophet says as the whole story about God 

The words of Amos are focused on a unique crisis in human history 

For Amos, God had become the enemy of Israel 

Amos extends the sovereignty of God over the whole world  

It is the beginning of serious consideration of the nations as something more than enemies 

The book concludes with two oracles of promise 

A promise for Judah 

A land of plenty  

 

 

 


