
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

November 7, 2021 

 

Text: John 11:32-44 

Theme: I Am the Resurrection and the Life   

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ – Amen  

 

His name is Prince Ea and before this week I knew nothing about 

him.  I stumbled upon him on the internet and instantly was intrigued.  

I learned that he was born and raised on the North Side of St. Louis.  

He graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of Missouri (on 

a full scholarship) with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology.  

Based on his exceptional grades he could have chosen any number of 

careers.  Instead he became a rapper.  Yes (a rapper).  But his dream 

to become the best rapper of all time fell flat.  Eventually he stopped 

making music and decided he needed to discover a new career path.  

It was not in anthropology and it was not in music.  After reading a 

series of books on spirituality he became a motivational speaker and 

that is how I found him.   
 

What does he have to do with All Saints Sunday?  One of his 

speeches is entitled Everybody Dies, But Not Everybody Lives.  In the 

opening lines of his speech (that he writes in a poetic form) he says: It 

is not death most people are afraid of.  It is getting to the end of life, 

only to realize that they never truly lived.   
 

On All Saints Sunday the church turns its attention to the saints of our 

past (the men and women whose lives bore witness to a future hope 

that is rooted in the gospel).  It is the day that we remember God’s 

victory over sin and death.  All of our lessons are full of good news 

appropriate for this day.  The Lord of hosts will make for us a feast of 

rich food and well-aged wines.  The shroud of death that is cast over 

us will be removed as God wipes the tears from those who mourn.  It 

will be said on that day: This is our God.  Let us rejoice and be glad.   
 

Like the poem given by Prince Ea, God does not want us to sit and 

wait idly for the end to come.  We have been given a gift called life 

and we are to use that gift wisely.   

Daily we are to live in Christ.  Daily we are to experience life with the 

same thrill and excitement that children have when they open their 

presents on Christmas morning.   Living a life of faith is seeing each 

day as a new opportunity to be showered with the grace of God.  It is 

training ourselves to see God in both the big and little things that 

happen to us on a daily basis.   
 

It is not my intention to gloss over what we have all faced during this 

pandemic.  Back in March of 2020 it was estimated that 200,000 

people might die and we gasped in horror.  We are now nearing 

750,000 people in the United States alone.  And we heard this week 

that more than five million people from all over the world have died 

from the virus.  The number is staggering!  It means that five million 

families are mourning today and that does not include all the others 

who lost loved ones because of other circumstances.  Our grief is real 

and palpable.   
 

We are given these lessons on All Saints Sunday not only to comfort 

those who mourn but to allow us to be so confident in the life to come 

that we who remain on this earth will find the courage to live a full 

and abundant life no matter what comes our way.  But we need to be 

gentle with ourselves as well.  We remember how Jesus, the One who 

is the Resurrection and the Life (the One who draws all people and all 

things to himself) wept real tears when he saw Mary and the others 

weeping.  Loss hurts.  Death literally stinks and although we rejoice 

that the saints rest from their labors the heartache of death and loss are 

real.  It is only by the grace of God that we can be lifted up again to a 

new life.  It is the Spirit who comes to breathe into us the breath of 

life. 
 

On Wednesday evenings we just completed a 12-week Bible study on 

the Gospel of John.  What we found interesting is that some scholars 

will say that the conversation between Martha and Jesus (the part that 

is not included in our lesson for this morning) is the theological heart 

of the story.  In another lesson that we find in Luke the author pits 

Mary (who sits at the feet of Jesus) against Martha (who is busy 

attending to the affairs of the house).  For Luke, Mary has chosen the 

better part.  John flips the script.  It is Martha who takes the initiative 

and speaks with Jesus.  She offers a confession of faith in the middle 

of her mourning.   
 



Her grief also runs deep but it is in her sorrow that Martha exercises 

hopeful faith.  When Jesus promises that Lazarus will rise again, 

Martha thinks in eschatological terms and looks to a resurrection at 

the end of time.  Jesus brings her focus back to the present moment 

when he states – I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live.   
 

In John it is Jesus’ death that introduces the great paradox of victory 

in death, salvation through crucifixion, hope in the midst of grief.  

Today we confess the goodness of God in the midst of experiences 

that say otherwise.  The eternal life that Christ makes available is not 

reserved for the future but is made available in the present moment.   
 

In Christ (in the here and now) is the resurrection and the life.  In 

Christ (in the present tense) God is victorious over death.  We are 

invited to live as though Easter is now.  We are to live because God is 

now.  We are to live as though death has no power over us.  We are to 

live because we believe with our whole heart that in life and in death 

we belong to God.  We are to live because we believe that neither 

death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus.   
 

The celebration of All Saints Sunday remembers the holy ones who 

have gone before us in faith.  They are now part of the great cloud of 

witnesses who call us to a righteous life.  We are still united with 

them even though we cannot see them or be with them.  We live in 

communion with God and with one another and with all of our loved 

ones who have gone before us in faith.  Those who trust in God will 

understand this truth and the faithful will abide with God in love.   
 

In the final words of his speech Prince Ea gives this encouragement: 

We cannot go back and make a brand-new beginning.  But we can 

start now and make a brand-new ending.  In the name of Jesus Christ 

let that be our prayer for today.  Amen  

 

 

 


