
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

November 6, 2022 

 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

A Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation  

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

We start with C.S. Lewis and his book Mere Christianity –  

If you want to get warm you must stand near the fire.  If you want to 

be wet you must get into the water.  Even if you get close to the water 

you will be sprayed but if you are not close enough you will stay dry.  

So it is with our relationship with God.  When we are united with God 

we will experience the warmth of his love.  If we remain separated 

from God, what can we do but wither and die? 
 

All-Saints Sunday is about remembering those who have gone before 

us in faith.  We remember those who brought us to the waters of 

baptism and those who warmed us with their love.  But this Sunday is 

more than just remembering.  It is about taking a closer look at where 

we stand in our relationship with God (we who are the living saints).    
 

Let us start by thinking about someone we are really close to (the one 

who knows us well).  Once we have that person in mind think about 

how that relationship developed.  Close relationships grow over time.   

We come to truly know someone when we have open and healthy 

conversations about what we think, what values we hold dear, what 

motivates our actions, and what convictions we embrace.  It is the 

ones we hold close who allows us to be our true selves.  Our moods 

will not affect the relationship.  We can speak freely without being 

judged.  We can genuinely care for the other and let it show in the 

sacrifices we make on their behalf.   
 

We could use the same criteria to develop a closer relationship with 

God (allowing for more time with God) (engaging in open and 

healthy conversations with God) (showing God our true selves) 

(showing God genuine love).  
 

In the New Testament lesson for today the author is offering a prayer 

of intercession for the church in Ephesus.  Paul prays that the church 

would seek a deeper relationship with God.  He wants the living saints 

to spend more time with God and acquire a Spirit-filled knowledge of 

God (to learn who God is, what God is doing in them, and what God 

has already done through Christ).   
 

Why is it so important?  Because without it we will never have the 

life God wants for us.  If we want to get warm we must stand near the 

fire.  If we want to be wet we must get into the water.  If we want to 

be in relationship with God we must be willing to get closer.  We 

must be willing to show God our true selves, to speak freely and even 

tell God the things we would never repeat to another human being.   
 

In his prayer Paul builds the people up with words of thanksgiving for 

the way they express their faith in Jesus Christ and their love for all 

the saints.  But he is not content with their acts of faith and words of 

love.  He wants more for them.  Paul is grateful for what God has 

done through them but he does not want it to stop there.  He wants 

them to have a spirit of wisdom and revelation as they come to know 

God.   
 

Our lesson for today has helped me frame my prayers for all who are 

affiliated with Redeemer.  We are so good at putting our faith into 

action.  Our church welcomed hundreds of people yesterday for Rise 

Against Hunger.  We are so good about being an open congregation.  

We will warm you with our love.  But I also do not want us to be 

content and rest easy.   We need to keep doing what we are doing to 

fulfill what God has called us to do and more.  Like Paul I pray that 

each of us who sits in these pews or are watching from a distance will 

want to know God – who God is and what God is doing in us and 

what God has done in Christ. 
 

We know so much about God.  We can rattle off all the adjectives we 

use to describe God.  God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love.  We point to the Ten Commandments as 

the litmus test for our faithfulness to God.  We know God sent his Son 

into the world to save us from our sins and to defeat the devil and all 

his empty promises out of his unconditional love for us. 
 

We know so much about God but do we know God?  Paul suggests 

that to know God we need the spirit of wisdom and revelation so that 

our hearts will be enlightened.  For those of you who served on my 



call committee you might recall attending Hebron Lutheran Church in 

Blairsville, Pennsylvania, on a very warm summer day.  During the 

Children’s Message I talked about the literal translation of wisdom 

which is to have a listening heart.  Paul wants the people to have 

hearts with ears so that when they hear the voice of God they will 

make sound decisions even if their decisions are counter to the ways 

of this world.  We stand so close to God that we can imagine him 

whispering in our ears exactly what we need to hear in that moment.       
 

Paul also understands that the people need a spirit of revelation.  He  

knows that it is through the Holy Spirit that God will unveil pieces of 

himself that we had not known before.  It is one of the reasons I get so 

excited about our Bible studies and prayer groups.  Every time we 

open the Bible it reveals to us something new about God that helps us 

know God.  The Book of Psalms alone offers us ways to be vulnerable 

before God and bare our souls.  The Book of Job allows us to wrestle 

with God when it comes to our suffering.  All four gospels make real 

for us the love that God has for us.   
 

Do not be content to know about God but come to know God.  Why is 

it so important?  Because without it there is no hope and there is no 

life and death has the final word.  Because without this direct and 

intimate relationship with God we wither and die even before we take 

our last breath.   
 

And when we do take our last breath we will know God and we will 

know his power that transcends our life here on earth.  It allows us to 

have an unshakeable faith that God will raise those who have gone 

before us in faith and will give to us all a resurrected life.  And 

because we trust in the promises of God we can live into the 

resurrected life even now.  We are to be a people of hope.  We are to 

stay on course.  We are to be confident in God through Christ.  We 

are to believe and trust that God is already near to us and is beckoning 

us – through prayer, the reading of Scripture, and our interactions 

with each other as a community of faith – to get to know him.   
 

I am asking us this morning to open ourselves to God, to pray that 

God will reveal to us what we do not yet know about him, to imagine 

what is beyond our imaging, and to hold steady no matter what comes 

our way (even those things that seems unbearable).  

No matter how many times we read the Word of God I promise that 

God will always reveal something new to us that will change our 

lives.  I promise that as we grow more intimate in our prayers that we 

will start to hear and see God and his wisdom.    
 

If we want to get warm we must stand near the fire.  If we want to be 

wet we must get into the water.  If we want a deeper relationship with 

God we have to get closer.  Faith in our Lord Jesus and our love for 

all the saints is all well and good.  Do not be content to just know 

about God.  On this All-Saints Sunday come to know God.  Amen  

 

 


