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It's about this time of the year that we start to hear about all the popular "Year End" and "best of" 

lists from 2022. The music industry puts out the best albums of 2022, the movie industry lists the 

best movies, and the news agencies list their top stories. Every year I personally like to see who 

the Time's Person of the Year will be. This year, in case you haven't seen it, Ukrainian president 

Volodymyr Zelensky and the people of Ukraine were voted as the Time's People of the Year – a 

designation they surely deserve.  

The popular "Year End" lists got me thinking, though; I wonder who the person of the year in 

year 0000 – the year of Jesus' birth would be. Now, of course, I hope we all say Jesus, but then 

who would follow? Do you think popular culture would choose Mary or Joseph? Now I am not a 

betting man, but I would venture to say that Mary would be the next person in line. For some 

reason, Joseph is never the first person we think of when we think of the Nativity story.  

This is why today, as we are greeted with the nativity story from Matthew's perspective, you 

might be wondering why Joseph is the main character. If you were like me as we were reading 

the text this morning, you were saying to yourself, this doesn't sound complete - where is Mary's 

big scene, where is Elizabeth, where are the shepherds in the field and their angelic 

proclamation, where is the innkeeper, where is the manger? Today we see that Matthew chooses 

to take a different approach to tell the story of the birth of Christ.  

Now I will admit that when I first started to study this text, I was a little upset with Matthew. I 

thought to myself – it's just like an early church father to silence the voice of a woman - to 

completely gloss over Mary's momentous act of faith and to focus only on the male in the story. 

But upon further study and sitting with the text, I came to realize that Matthew tells the practical 

story of Christmas that we need to hear. Matthew tells a story that we, in our very ordinary, 

regular lives, can relate to. Because although the immaculate conception is one of the most 

beautiful stories ever told, it is one that I highly doubt any of us will ever really be able to fully 

grasp or experience. Joseph's experience, on the other hand, of seemingly life-shattering news, of 

potential betrayal, of family drama and challenge – this news is something that I think we can all 

fully relate to in one way or the other.  

Today in our gospel text, Matthew walks us through what Joseph experienced in the coming of 

the Christ child. As we can imagine, the announcement by Mary that she was with child had to 

be quite a surprise – if not completely scandalous. I can only imagine what must have been going 

through Joseph's head as all of this was being presented to him. The confusion around the 

situation. The sadness that his loved one may have betrayed him. Possibly the anger of the whole 

situation. 

 



2 
 

Joseph's story is not that different from ours. Now we may all have not had someone come to us 

with an unforeseen pregnancy, but we have all, I am sure, received deep life-altering news at one 

point or the other in the course of our lives. The loss of a loved one, the cancer diagnosis of a 

spouse, the pain of a divorce, financial struggles, employment issues, watching our children 

struggle in life, and the list goes on and on and on. These are all things that we are presented with 

in our lives that cause us pain, they cause us confusion, they cause us frustration, and maybe 

even anger. All the feelings that are natural – all the feelings that I am sure Joseph experienced 

with the news from Mary.   

But did you notice how Joseph responded to this news? Matthew tells us that Joseph was a 

righteous man. This leads us to believe that he was humble, kind, loving, that he followed the 

Torah, and that he lived his life as God would have wanted him to live according to his faith – 

the faith of a descendant of Abraham. Now according to the law, he could have made a big deal 

about this event – he could have brought her to the authorities. He could have washed his hands 

of the whole thing, but again, Joseph is an honorable man – a hardworking carpenter who, yes, 

practices justice but also clearly practices fairness and love as his guide. This is why we hear 

today he decides to quietly break it off with Mary. To quietly divorce her and save what respect 

and honor he could for his soon-to-be spouse.  

There is something very human, very real about how Joseph responds, but there is also 

something very faith-filled. Notice that when life gets complicated and messy for Joseph, he does 

not respond in anger or disgust or fear, but rather he responds in faith. He responds in a way that 

ultimately allows Christ's light to shine, which ultimately points to Emmanuel – Christ with us. 

His initial actions are what allowed God the opportunity to show up in such a big way. 

What I hope we can discover this morning, what I hope Joseph can also teach us as we continue 

both our Advent and faith journeys, is how to faithfully enter the messiness of life. How we like 

Joseph can faithfully act when life gets tough, and the darkness of the world seems to be closing 

in around us. I think when we respond to life's challenges in faithful ways and not in anger or 

doubt – we allow God and Christ room to show up – room to move amid the darker parts of our 

lives.  

Notice today that Joseph did have a choice. He could have responded in anger, hatred, and 

violence, but where in those actions would God have had an opportunity to move and act? 

Rather, we see today that Joseph's quiet, humble, and faith-filled response to the challenging 

news of the day welcomed God in his midst. God showed up through the Angel Gabriel with a 

message of peace. The first words out of this angelic figure's mouth were – Do not be afraid! A 

reminder that God was with him, God was in control, and God was about to move.  

In a world such as ours, where at times, the darkness feels like it is all around, we have to believe 

that God will always show up and that God will always move. But I think we also have to allow 

God room to move as well. When life gets messy, we have to respond in love and in faith to 

allow space for God to act. We have to look deep within ourselves - or in those times when we 

don't have the strength, we have to seek the help and prayers of others to keep God central as we 

respond to the challenges of this life. It is in our faithful waiting that God moves. It is in the 
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darker parts of life, that when we look, we can see God’s light shining – it may be by a flicker, 

but it is shining.   

Today as we gaze upon the Advent wreath and as we watch as the final candles illuminate before 

our eyes. We see the beautiful reminder of God's presence, of Christ's redeeming light, in our 

dark world. A light that will shine ever bright. A light that cannot be extinguished. A reminder 

that God will always show up but maybe in the most unlikely of places. Maybe God shows up in 

radiating angelic form – and maybe God shows up in the cry of an infant on Christmas morning. 

No matter what, God shows up.  

The promise of Emmanuel, which means God with us. The promise of Jesus, whose name 

literally means God saves. The promise of this Christmas is that God will always show up in one 

way or the other.  

So, I am sure in the year 0000, Jesus would surely be the person of the year, but hopefully, after 

today, we see Joseph should also get an honorable mention. Let Joseph's faithful response, which 

helps to usher in the Christ child, be a guide for our response to life's challenges. But let Joseph 

also be a sign of hope that not just in the Advent season will God show up but that through 

Christ, God is always moving and will always show up in every season of our life.  

Thanks be to God for this. 

 Amen! 

 


