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December Schedule 

 

Dec. 1:  First Sunday in Advent 

   8:30 a.m.  Traditional Service 
   9:45 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
   11:00 a.m.  Traditional Service 
 
Dec. 8:  Second Sunday in Advent 
   Congregational meeting after each service 
   8:30 a.m.  Traditional Service 
   9:45 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
   11:00 a.m.  Traditional Service 
   5:00 p.m.  Family Potluck Dinner & Advent Crafts 
Dec. 13:  6:30 p.m.  Living Nativity 
   7:30 p.m.  Christmas Concert 
 
Dec. 15:  Third Sunday in Advent 
   8:30 a.m.  Traditional Service 
   9:45 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
   11:00 a.m.  Traditional Service 
Dec. 18:  7:30 p.m.  Blue Christmas Service 

 

Dec. 22:  Fourth Sunday in Advent 

   8:30 a.m.  Traditional Service 
   9:45 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
   11:00 a.m.  Traditional Service 
Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve 
   4:00 p.m.  Service with Live Nativity 
   6:00 p.m.  Candlelight Service 

   8:00 p.m.  Candlelight Service 

   10:00 p.m.  Candlelight Service 

Dec. 25:  Christmas 
   10:00 a.m.  Christmas Day Service 
 
Dec. 29:  10:00 a.m.  Lessons & Carols 

Dec. 31:  New Year’s Eve 

   5:00 p.m.  New Year’s Eve Service 

 



 

Introduction to Advent 

Advent begins the new church year.  It is the season in which we wait 
and prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ both as the infant on 
Christmas and as the Risen Lord at the Second Coming.  As such, it is a 
penitential time:  a time for expressing regret and seeking 
reconciliation.  It is also a season of hope in which we cling to the 
promises of God. 
 
The daily readings for the Advent reflections this year are from the end 
of the Old Testament and the end of the New Testament. 
 
The writings of these Old Testament prophets form a bridge to the New 
Testament.  The 400 years from the time of those prophets to the time 
period of John the Baptist and Jesus is sometimes referred to as the 
“time of silence.”  God did not appear to be speaking to His people 
either directly or via individuals as God had done before. 
 
So, the people heard, read, and studied the words of the earlier 
prophets:  both the call for repentance and the promise of the hope of a 
Messiah.  And they waited ... 
 Now we hear, read, and study the words of those prophets.  We 
repent and we prepare our hearts and minds for the birth of the 
Messiah.  And we wait with hope ... 
 
After Jesus’ ascension, His followers expected Him to return soon.  But 
that didn’t happen.   
  

So, the people remembered what Jesus had taught.   They told others 
about who Jesus was, what He had done, and what His return would 
mean for the world.  And they waited ... 
 Now we read the words of the writers of 1 John and of 
Revelation.  We remember who He was and what He did and taught.  
We repent; we live with the presence of the Holy Spirit until Jesus the 
Christ returns.  And we wait with hope ...  

 

 



 

Scripture Texts:  Dec. 1-7 (see following pages for reflections) 

 

Dec. 1:  Daniel 9:17-19 
17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to 
his supplication, and for your own sake, Lord, let your face shine upon 
your desolated sanctuary. 18 Incline your ear, O my God, and hear. Open 
your eyes and look at our desolation and the city that bears your name. 
We do not present our supplication before you on the ground of our 
righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercies. 19 O Lord, hear; 
O Lord, forgive; O Lord, listen and act and do not delay! For your own 
sake, O my God, because your city and your people bear your name!” 
 
Dec. 2:  Daniel 10:18-19 
18 Again one in human form touched me and strengthened me. 19 He 
said, “Do not fear, greatly beloved, you are safe. Be strong and 
courageous!” When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let 
my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”  
 
Dec. 3:  Hosea 11:1-4 
1When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
    and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2 The more I called them, 
    the more they went from me; 
they kept sacrificing to the Baals, 
    and offering incense to idols. 
3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
    I took them up in my arms; 
    but they did not know that I healed them. 
4 I led them with cords of human kindness, 
    with bands of love. 
I was to them like those 
    who lift infants to their cheeks. 
    I bent down to them and fed them. 
 

 
 
 



 

Dec. 4:  Hosea 14:1-2 
1Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, 
    for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 
2 Take words with you 
    and return to the LORD; 
say to him, 
    “Take away all guilt; 
accept that which is good, 
    and we will offer 
    the fruit of our lips. 
 
Dec. 5:  Hosea 14:4, 8-9 
4I will heal their disloyalty; 
    I will love them freely, 
    for my anger has turned from them. 
8 O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols? 
    It is I who answer and look after you. 
I am like an evergreen cypress; 
    your faithfulness comes from me. 
9 Those who are wise understand these things; 
    those who are discerning know them. 
For the ways of the Lord are right, 
    and the upright walk in them, 
    but transgressors stumble in them. 
 
Dec. 6:  Joel 2:12-13 
12Yet even now, says the Lord, 
    return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13     rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
    and relents from punishing. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Dec. 7:  Amos 9:11-15 

11 On that day I will raise up 

    the booth of David that is fallen, 

and repair its breaches, 

    and raise up its ruins, 

    and rebuild it as in the days of old; 
12 in order that they may possess the remnant of Edom 

    and all the nations who are called by my name, 

    says the Lord who does this. 
13 The time is surely coming, says the Lord, 

    when the one who plows shall overtake the one who reaps, 

    and the treader of grapes the one who sows the seed; 

the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 

    and all the hills shall flow with it. 
14 I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, 

    and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, 

    and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit. 
15 I will plant them upon their land, 

    and they shall never again be plucked up 

    out of the land that I have given them, 

says the Lord your God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

First Sunday of Advent (Dec. 1, 2019) 

Hymn “Light One Candle ...” 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

God fulfills the promise. 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

December 1, 2019                                                      Paula Green 
 
 
   Daniel 9:17-19  
 
As we begin this new church season, let’s review the meaning of the 
word “advent”.  A dictionary definition describes it as, “the arrival of a 
notable person, thing, or event”.  The advent of something signals that 
it’s finally here.  What do we do until the arrival comes?  We wait, 
watch, and prepare.  Waiting is hard.  It demands discipline, patience, 
and trust that things will eventually work themselves out.  It’s easy to 
get frustrated when events don’t happen on our timetable but waiting 
is also a great teacher.  It forces us to slow down and be mindful of the 
process.  It’s not the destination, but rather the journey. 
  
In Daniel’s text, he pleads with God to hear, have mercy, and act 
swiftly.  Sound familiar?  Who among us doesn’t want Him to swoop in 
when we cry out and save us from whatever difficulty we are facing?  
Our faith, however, demands a further course of action.  While God 
wants us to bring our supplications to Him, He also wants us to trust 
that His perfect answer will always be delivered at His perfect time.  As 
we anticipate the celebration of the birth of Christ with joyful hearts, 
God extends His invitation to cleanse, renew, and restore ourselves as 
we wait.   
  

  

Dear Father, thank You for Your ever-present grace and infinite 
patience.  As we approach Advent, help us be mindful of the rich lessons 
this season of waiting has to offer.  Guide us with Your steady hand and 
surround us with love as we eagerly await the birth of Your Son, Jesus.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

December 2, 2019                  4th Grade Class 
 
 

Daniel 10:18-19 
 
What stuck out to our class in this Bible passage were the words 
about being brave and strong. It made us think about times when 
we had to be strong in sports like running.  
 
It also made us think about when people get hurt or are sick. 
 
It also reminded us that some people get bullied in school. We 
have to be strong if it happens to us and brave if we see it and 
need to tell the teachers or school counselor.  
 
 
Dear God, we pray for those in need and for all those who are sick.  
We pray for those in the medical field who help heal people who 
are sick.  Help us to be brave and strong.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 3, 2019                   Lynn Ann Mullane 
 
 

Hosea 11:1-4 
 
In this scripture, God continues to show Fatherly Love to the 
Israelites despite their repeated disregard and their rejection of 
His love, His gifts for them, and His plan for them.  They place 
more value in worldly things and He calls them away from the 
sinful habits they've fallen into and back toward a closer and 
renewed relationship with Him. 
 
As we prepare for the Advent season, we should put aside our 
materialism, and identify what separates us and keeps us from 
having a more meaningful bond with Jesus. 
 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for being a loving father in our lives.  
This Advent, let us prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus by 
intentionally detaching ourselves from earthly comforts, luxuries, 
and sinful habits which distract us from His love for us.  Prepare 
our hearts so we can see God more clearly and grow in our 
relationship with Him.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

December 4, 2019                                        Linda Stennett 
 
 

Hosea 14:1-2 
 

I have been sinning so long. 
It has become the easy thing to do. 
Easy is good. Easy is fun. 
Easy doesn’t take much thought. 
 
Sin has made me fall?  “Return to the Lord.”? 
Sounds like decision making and sacrificing. 
 
I am used to sacrificing the easy things like animals, 
But you seem to want me to give of myself. 
 
Do the right thing in your name? 
Will you guide me? 
My friends’ voices are loud and appealing. 
I am not used to the quiet of listening. 

 
 
Dear Lord, help me to understand that making good choices 
praises Your name.  Thank You for forgiveness.  Guide me to listen 
and help me remain with You.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 5, 2019               Raynor Sebring 
 

Hosea 14:4, 8-9 
 

From marriage vows to business contracts to Oaths of Office, we 
solidify our relationships through the giving and receiving of 
promises.  When we break our promises, we jeopardize our 
relationships. 
 The Old Testament is the story of a single promise – God’s 
Covenant with the People of Israel.  After bringing Israel out of 
Egypt, God makes a covenant– He will make Israel His chosen 
people if they agree to obey His law.  Through the Covenant, 
Israel receives the Promised Land and prospers.  For centuries, 
Israel would stray from God’s way only to stumble and be brought 
back from waywardness. 
 By the time of Hosea, the Kingdom of Israel had long 
ignored its Covenant and God sought to punish the faithless 
kingdom through the invading Assyrian Empire.  Yet even in the 
midst of Israel’s fall and exile, God reiterated His Covenant with 
His faithful people and vowed to save them “not by bow, sword or 
battle, or by horses and horsemen, but I, the Lord their God, will 
save them” (Hosea 1:7). 
 Advent calls us to two considerations.  First, how do we 
jeopardize our relationship with God by failing in our promise to 
keep His commandments?  Like the Israelites, we chase after gods 
of our own making and are undeserving of God’s grace.  But then 
we come to the second consideration – Even in the midst of all 
our broken promises, God sent His only Son to suffer and die for 
our sins and to establish a new Covenant so that we may have 
eternal life. 
 
Lord, continually we break Your commandments and our sins are 
our own downfall.  Yet we know that through Christ, You forgive 

all our sins and receive us graciously.  In our wickedness we 
stumble – we are saved through neither actions nor works, but 

only through walking in Your right path.  Amen 



 

December 6, 2019              5th/6th Grade Class 
 

Joel 2:12-13 
 

Playing sports is fun: we like to spend time with our friends and 
our coach is great.  But, one time, we played a team with a coach 
who spent the whole game yelling at the kids on his team, when 
they made mistakes.  When one of his players accidentally 
knocked down one of our players, he congratulated his player!  
We feared him and didn’t do a good job of playing; so we lost the 
game.  Our coach is different; he supports us when we make 
mistakes and helps us learn to do better.  This Bible verse reminds 
us that God is like our coach. He doesn’t lose his patience with us 
and always helps us to do our best.  
 
The passage also reminds us that God is filled with unfailing love 
and forgiveness and that He is eager to relent and not punish.  It 
makes us feel comfortable to ask God for forgiveness and know 
He is not going to punish us.  
 
 
Dear God, thank You for forgiving us when we make a mistake.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 7, 2019                           Luther Markwart 
 

Amos 9:11-15 
 

Restoration. Amos describes the restoration of Israel and how 
wonderful the world will be when our Lord returns and rules. 
Throughout the history of our fallen world, there have been 
conflicts, both foreign and domestic that are driven by sinful acts 
and desires over property, people and resources.  Until Christ 
comes again, we must navigate our way through difficult times 
and seemingly perilous circumstances.  Climate change, inflamed 
political rhetoric, broken relationships, domestic and street 
violence, drug addiction, regional wars and conflicts, global 
economic challenges and disparity are just a few on the long list of 
brokenness of the world we live in.  
 
Yet God, speaking through the prophets and His presence in Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior, has made it explicitly clear that the 
world will be restored upon Christ’s return, when the challenges 
and the misery we experience today will be all gone.  It will be 
better than anyone can imagine.  That is the hope and the 
promise that we cling to.  As impatient as we may be, we must 
use our time and talents to battle against the brokenness and 
share with others the love and hope we have through our 
Redeemer.  With the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and the 
revelation of His and the Father’s love for us, our souls are 
exceedingly joyful because we know what lies ahead for us.  
 
Heavenly Father, give us strength, wisdom, and courage to care 
for Your creation during this time of great turbulence. Help us to 
be patient, persistent, and giving in both words and deeds 
whenever and wherever we find ourselves, so that Your love and 
compassion is reflected through us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scripture Texts:  Dec. 8-14 (see following pages for reflections) 
 
Dec. 8:  Jonah 2:1-2, 6b-9 
1 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, 
2 saying, 
“I called to the Lord out of my distress, 
    and he answered me; 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
    and you heard my voice. 
6bI went down to the land 
    whose bars closed upon me forever; 
yet you brought up my life from the Pit, 
    O Lord my God. 
7 As my life was ebbing away, 
    I remembered the Lord; 
and my prayer came to you, 
    into your holy temple. 
8 Those who worship vain idols 
    forsake their true loyalty. 
9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
    will sacrifice to you; 
what I have vowed I will pay. 
    Deliverance belongs to the Lord!” 
 
Dec. 9:  Micah 7:18-20 
18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
    and passing over the transgression 
    of the remnant of your possession? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
    because he delights in showing clemency. 
19 He will again have compassion upon us; 
    he will tread our iniquities under foot. 
You will cast all our sins 
    into the depths of the sea. 
 

 



 

 
20 You will show faithfulness to Jacob 
    and unswerving loyalty to Abraham, 
as you have sworn to our ancestors 
    from the days of old. 
 
Dec. 10:  Habakkuk 3:17-19 
17Though the fig tree does not blossom, 
    and no fruit is on the vines; 
though the produce of the olive fails, 
    and the fields yield no food; 
though the flock is cut off from the fold, 
    and there is no herd in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; 
    I will exult in the God of my salvation. 
19 GOD, the Lord, is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    and makes me tread upon the heights. 
 
Dec. 11:  Zephaniah 3:17-18 
17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
    a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
    he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
18     as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
    so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 

Dec. 12:  Zechariah 1:1-6 
1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of 

the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah  

 

 

 



 

son of Iddo, saying: 2 The Lord was very angry with your ancestors. 
3 Therefore say to them, Thus says the Lord of hosts: Return to 
me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you, says the Lord 
of hosts. 4 Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the former 
prophets proclaimed, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, Return from 
your evil ways and from your evil deeds.” But they did not hear or 
heed me, says the Lord. 5 Your ancestors, where are they? And the 
prophets, do they live forever? 6 But my words and my statutes, 
which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not 
overtake your ancestors? So they repented and said, “The Lord of 
hosts has dealt with us according to our ways and deeds, just as 
he planned to do.” 
 
Dec. 13:  1 John 1:5-10 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we 
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us. 
 
Dec. 14:  1 John 2:7-14 
7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you have had from the beginning; the old 
commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing 

you a new commandment that is true in him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing away and the true light is  

 

 

 



 

already shining. 9 Whoever says, “I am in the light,” while hating a 
brother or sister, is still in the darkness. 10 Whoever loves a 
brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person  
there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates another 
believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not 
know the way to go, because the darkness has brought on 
blindness. 
 
12 I am writing to you, little children, 
    because your sins are forgiven on account of his name. 
13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young people, 
    because you have conquered the evil one. 
14 I write to you, children, 
    because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young people, 
    because you are strong 
    and the word of God abides in you, 
        and you have overcome the evil one. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Sunday of Advent (Dec. 8, 2019) 
 
 
Hymn “Light One Candle ...” 
 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
God fulfills the promise. 
 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
gently lead them homeward. 
 

 

 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

December 8, 2019         Heather Scott 
 
 

Jonah 2:1-2, 6b-9 
 
The story of Jonah inside the whale brings to mind times in my life when 
I have felt overwhelmed and at a loss for what to do. The anticipated 
and subsequent loss of a parent had me feeling this way for years as my 
mother slowly declined before my eyes.  I struggled to manage the ebb 
and flow of my feelings.  Sharing my deepest grief felt like opening a 
floodgate that may not close.  I feared losing myself in a sea of 
emotions.  
 
Fortunately, just as Jonah reached out to God for comfort and solace, I 
found that becoming closer to God through prayer, Bible study, and 
spending time at Redeemer services and events gave me the 
reassurance and loving support I needed. My faith was an anchor for me 
to hold onto when things felt dark and deep.  Moving through my grief 
back to the surface, I continue building my relationship with God as I 
know it will sustain me again through any challenges I may face in the 
future. 
 
 
Dear Lord, shelter us from the storm and guide us with Your strength 
and love so that we may share Your words of hope with others.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

December 9, 2019          

Micah 7:18-20 
 
One of the themes in this passage is the cycle of the sins of the 
people and God’s response of judgment and anger.  The prophet 
makes no attempt to excuse or condone these sins, but confesses 
them in words of humility and contrition.  Implicit is the 
recognition that God’s anger is justified.  To break this tension of 
sin and judgment, Micah twice uses the phrase ”unfailing love”. 
The prophet portrays this as the constant action of God through 
time, starting with the establishment of the covenant relationship 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and continuing through to his 
present time. 
 
In this Advent season, we can see God’s unfailing love continuing 
with the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.  But birth that we look 
forward to in Advent is just the start.  It continues with Jesus’ 
earthly life that is filled with teaching and acts of compassion and 
healing.  It reaches its climax with His death on Good Friday and 
resurrection on Easter.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit we 
can recognize God’s unfailing love continuing in the proclamation 
of the Gospel, the sacraments, and our own works of compassion 
and ministry.   
 
 
Lord God, in his time Micah delivered a message of Your unfailing 
love that overcomes our sins.  We ask for a spirit that lets us see 
that Your unfailing love continues in our times and empowers us 
to be faithful followers and imitators of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

December 10, 2019                                    Susan Posey 
 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 

Habakkuk is a short book of three chapters. In a nutshell, 
Habakkuk asks God how He can allow the people of Israel to be 
handed over to the Babylonians.  How can He be silent in the face 
of such a horrifying prospect?   
 
God answers Habakkuk in a couple of ways:  be assured that evil 
will be answered eventually, and that righteous people – those 
who live by faith – can trust in Him during difficult times. (“Look at 
the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live 
by their faith.” Habakkuk 2:4)  God also reminds Habakkuk that He 
is ultimately in charge.  (“But the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
Habakkuk 2:14)   
 
We are asked to have faith that God’s got this – He sees all, knows 
all, and loves us so much that He secured our salvation through 
the birth, life, death, and resurrection of His Son, despite our 
imperfections.  How liberating is that?  So, even in a complex and 
uncertain world, people of faith, who center their lives in prayer 
and gratitude, can rejoice knowing that the Lord will give them 
the strength they need to meet each day. And more! As we 
answer the call to share the love of Christ with others, which may 
take us to unexpected places, and as we weather life’s storms, we 
can trust that the Lord is with us, so that our feet will be like the 
feet of deer and we will tread upon the heights! 
 

Dear Lord, as we answer the call to share the love of Christ with 
others that may take us to unexpected places, and as we weather 
life's storms, we are grateful to know that You are with us.  Thank 
You for giving us the gift of faith that lightens our hearts and 
makes our feet like the feet of deer upon the heights!  Amen. 

 



 

December 11, 2019         Doug Scheffler 
 
 

Zephaniah 3:17-18 
 

Advent is the double vision season:  we await the mighty Savior as 
the child in the manger and, at the same time, the return of our 
King and Lord.  We know the past; we await the future.  But what 
about right now?   Zephaniah reminds us that, right now, 
the LORD our God is living among us: not only past, not some 
future, NOW.  But where can He be seen?  C.S. Lewis in The 
Weight of Glory gives us a clue: 
 

“…there are no ordinary people. You have never spoken to 
a mere mortal… Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your 
neighbour is the holiest object presented to your senses. If 
he is your Christian neighbour he is holy in almost the 
same way, for in him also Christ vere latitat—the glorifier 
and the glorified, Glory Himself, is truly hidden…”  

 
As the called people of God, in the sense that all Christians are 
called, it is how we regard our neighbor, how we rejoice with 
them, or calm them, or support them, that demonstrates that the 
LORD our God is here, now, in our midst.  Advent calls us to 
action, true action, being present to those who need us NOW.  
That is the single vision of Advent. 
 
 
LORD, remind us that, in this time of Advent, where past and 
future meet in a Manger, that we are called to the NOW, to action 
supporting our neighbor. Provide us the opportunities to serve 
those who need Your delight, Your calm, and Your presence.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

December 12, 2019       Diane Liesman 
 
 

Zechariah 1:1-6 
 
Zechariah’s prophetic ministry took place during the time of the 
Jewish restoration from Babylonian captivity.  Born in Babylonia, 
Zechariah was among those who returned to Judah. 
 
In these six verses from the first chapter of Zechariah, we first 
hear the voice of an angry God -- angry because of the evil ways of 
the ancestors of Zechariah and others.  But…then He graciously 
extends an invitation to the people.  He asks them to repent and 
turn away from sin.  And, with this invitation and repentance, He 
promises that He will restore Judah as his treasured people -- 
setting the stage for a new beginning. 
 
This passage is a reminder of how much God hates sin and 
disobedience, but He is still willing to forgive us when we are 
sorry for our sins and come to Him asking for forgiveness.  
Repentance should be a pattern in our lives today and every day.  
If we study the lessons of God’s word and choose to follow His 
commands, we will, hopefully, not repeat the mistakes of our 
ancestors of long ago.  But, when we do sin, as we still do, we 
have this generous promise of restoration. 
 

 

Gracious God, thank You for Your Word that rebukes us when it is 

necessary, but also encourages us.  Grant us the wisdom and 

strength to stay strong and to stay connected to You through Your 

Word.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

December 13, 2019          Bob Speegle 
 

I John 1:5-10 
 
 In the beginning God said, “Let there be light,” and his wondrous 
and magnificent creation was at once revealed as a home for us 
all.  Throughout history and the Scriptures, God’s light has been 
the means of revealing truth to humankind.  At the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ it was God’s heavenly light that pierced the 
darkness and revealed to the shepherds the miracle of God’s 
promise.  Later at the Transfiguration the brightness of light 
illuminated the declaration that the Lord Jesus Christ was truly the 
Son of God. 
 
The all revealing light of God not only magnifies His Glories, it 
pierces the darkest recesses of our souls to reveal our every sin.  
God already knows our sins and shortcomings; nothing is hidden 
from Him.  His holy light exposes to us our personal failures so we 
cannot hide from them.  However, our exposed sins are not 
eternal, because the light opens our hearts to our sins in order 
that we might receive the blessings of grace and forgiveness 
freely given by God through the death, burial, and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Just as our Lord rose from the darkness of 
the tomb to confirm God’s light to the world, so we take comfort 
from God’s light which releases us from sin.  To God be the Glory. 
 
O beloved God of all Grace and Mercy, we offer our thanks 
through faith and service for Your promise of forgiveness for our 
sins.  Even though we often live in the darkness of our actions we 
are supported and encouraged by the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the enduring presence of the Holy Spirit.  We take 
refuge and solace in the sure knowledge that nothing can 
separate us from Your love and mercy.  Be with us in this time of 
reflection and penitence as we look forward to celebrating the gift 
of the Holy birth.  You are the one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



 

December 14, 2019       Harold Hofstad 
 
 

1 John 2:7-14 
 
Here John seems almost to contradict himself:  Is he writing a new 
commandment or not?   
 
I think we can look at this as all things becoming new in Christ, 
even though the old substance is present.  It is the renewal that 
comes of seeing things in the new light, the revelation of Jesus 
Christ which is already shining and dispelling the darkness and will 
continue.  It is a forward movement, a revealing light that further 
shows God’s presence and the purposes of God that were always 
known, from the very beginning, but not yet completely.  Now the 
knowledge is becoming more complete and clear, with the victory 
of Christ overcoming the evil one, the forgiveness of sins, and the 
strength God’s abiding presence brings. 
 
 
Dear Lord, may Your revealing presence continue to enlighten us 
and bring us toward more perfect knowledge and faith in You.  
Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scripture Texts:  Dec. 15-21 (see following pages for reflections) 
 
Dec. 15:  1 John 2:15-17 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the 
Father is not in those who love the world; 16 for all that is in the 
world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in 
riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 And the 
world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will 
of God live forever. 
 
Dec. 16:  1 John 2:28-3:3 
28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is 
revealed we may have confidence and not be put to shame before 
him at his coming. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who does right has been born of him. 3 1 See 
what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
Dec. 17:  1 John 3:11-18 
11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another. 12 We must not be like Cain who was 
from the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s 
righteous. 13 Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the 
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to 
life because we love one another. Whoever does not love abides 
in death. 15 All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, and 
you know that murderers  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

do not have eternal life abiding in them. 16 We know love by this, 
that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who 
has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 
refuses help? 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, 
but in truth and action.  
 
Dec. 18:  1 John 3: 19-24 
19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn 
us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, because 
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 23 And this 
is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us. 
 
Dec. 19:  1 John 4:7-12 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that 
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 20:  1 John 4:13-21 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that 
the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God 
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because 
as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love 
because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 
they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Dec. 21:  1 John 5:1-5 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. 
And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Third Sunday of Advent (Dec. 15, 2019) 
 
 
Hymn “Light One Candle ...” 
 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
God fulfills the promise. 
 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
gently lead them homeward. 
 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  
for the King of glory. 
 

 

 

 

       

 

 



 

December 15, 2019       Phyllis Peter-Mallard 
 
 

1 John 2:15-17 
 
Christmas is coming.  The signs are everywhere you look.  Stores 
are decorated with bright bows and glittering ornaments.  
Twinkling lights and sparkling trees make our homes look warm 
and inviting.  Christmas carols pour from our radios and touching 
Christmas movies run 24x7 on the Hallmark Channel.  Everything 
we see and hear tells us that if we can just buy a few more lights 
for the front of our houses, make the perfect wreaths for our 
front doors and buy “perfect” presents for each of our friends and 
loved ones, all our troubles will disappear.  We do this every year, 
even though we, as Christians, know that we have already 
received the perfect present through our faith in Christ.  The only 
carefully selected, beautifully wrapped, gift we need comes from 
God in the form of His Son and we receive it every time we choose 
to obey God – to pray and study and worship and to share what 
we have with others who have less.  This is what we should think 
of when we hear those carols and see the beautiful decorations – 
the promise of life everlasting.   
 
 
Dearest Lord, in the face of the many pressures and temptations 
of the holiday season that would turn us away from You, help us 
to remain firmly focused on Your promise of everlasting life.  Guide 
us to obey Your commandments and use the resources that You 
have given us to help others who are in need.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 16, 2019     Shelley Brennan 

 
 

1 John 2:28-3:3 
 
This passage reminds me how blessed I am to be a child of God 
and to know that God loves me just as a parent loves their child.  
But it also tells me that God is asking me to be a child again, to live 
my life as a child would ... 
 

... to bring my problems to Him and trust that He will take 
care of them 
... to love deeply and unconditionally 
... to be kind to every person without any judgement 
... to see the wonder in big and small things alike 
... to enjoy each day even though I don’t know what the 
future will bring 
... to not worry about failing in this life, of doing or saying 
the wrong thing 
... all I need to do is place my hope and trust in Him.   

 
What a wonderful gift God has given us ... the opportunity to live 
our lives as children of God.  And I pray that this is how the world 
will know us. 
 
 
God our Father, we come to You this day as Your children.  Help us 
to see You and this world in the same way a child experiences life - 
eager and filled with wonder.  Thank You for the relationship we 
have with You as we place our hope and trust in You.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

December 17, 2019    7th & 8th Grade Classes 
 
 

1 John 3:11-18 
 
In this season of Advent, loving is what you should be most 
focused on … not envy, greed, or hate; choose to give instead of 
take.   
 
Keep people whom you love close and be grateful for those in 
your life.  Actions speak louder than words, and hate is as hurtful 
as murder.  Give your life to others as Christ gave his life to us.  
Offer love to your community.  It is the season of giving; please do 
not forget that, and give what you can.   
 
 
Dear God, thank You for the gift of Your Son Jesus Christ who 
modeled the perfect life for us.  Help us remember that our actions 
speaker louder than words, give us loving and open hearts.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 18, 2019             Robin Taylor 
 
 

1 John 3:19-24 
 
“Abide”is a bit of an old-fashioned term.  In our day-to-day life, 
we don’t usually go around talking about “abiding” anymore.  And 
while the great hymn Abide with Me is still a staple of church life, 
abide has definitely fallen out of ordinary use.  Maybe a better 
word to use is “dwell,” that is God is the one who dwells in us – 
throughout all of our very being – and we likewise dwell in God – 
throughout all of God’s very being.  When we are made one with 
Christ in baptism, we cannot do otherwise, for God takes up 
residence in our bodies and we live in God’s being.  There is one 
relationship, but it is always two-sided – we are in God and God is 
in us.  
 
It doesn’t matter what the world says to us.  It doesn’t matter 
how much we may condemn ourselves.  We bear the name of 
Christian, and this has been embedded in the very order of 
creation.  This is the gift that God has given to us.  And as 
Christians, we are to proclaim the name of Christ in every part of 
our lives.  For we know that God is faithful and true. 
 

 

God of creation, help us to recognize the great gift of love that You 

have given us and to live out the promises of that love in our life in 

Christ.  Amen 

 

 

 



 

December 19, 2019                  Elizabeth Carroll 
 

1 John 4:7-12 
 

Depending on the particular version, the word “love” is mentioned 
between 300 to 550 times in the Bible. The only other nouns more 
numerous are righteousness, sin, heaven and death. Love is an essential 
concept God wants us to grasp.   
 
When John writes “God is Love” what kind of love is he talking about?  
My love of chocolate cake is strong; but not really meant to be 
compared to God’s love.  John provides the most human explanation by 
stating, “(God) sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  This 
singular action of God has always resonated with me, even more so 
when I became a parent.  God knows how this story is going to end and 
He loves us so much that He does it anyway and if God loves us this 
much to sacrifice His only Son, we can certainly love one another.  “Let 
us love one another, because love is from God.”  What better way to 
show that God lives in us then by spreading God’s love?  It’s even 
reflected in Redeemer’s mission statement “Sharing Christ’s love with 
the greatest number of people.”  
 
One of my favorite ways to share God’s love is through music. Most 
Sundays I am in the choir loft singing my heart out. A familiar hymn 
“Love divine, all loves excelling” speaks of the divine origins of love, and, 
asks for this love to enter into our hearts:  

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n to earth come down: 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown: 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart.  
 

Dear God, in this Advent season let us prepare for Jesus’s coming with 
joy. May we ponder that out of Your divine love for us, You sent Your Son 
to die for us, and know that You did this out of love for all of humankind.  
For You are love. Enable us to spread this love to others and by doing so 
we are letting others know Your love too. Amen. 
 

 



 

 
December 20, 2019       7th & 8th Grade Classes 
 
 

1 John 4:13-21 
 
The message is to love everyone.  You can’t love God if you don’t 
love the people that you can see, but He can still love you.  God 
has put part of Him in us.  Therefore, He will always be with us, 
and we will always be with Him.  If you aren’t loving or being 
respectful to people at school, then you are not loving God.  If you 
do love all people and God, then you can live without fear or 
worry, because you are living your life in the image of Jesus.  
“Love God and love each other!” 
 
 
Dear God, just as Your Son Jesus did, we want to love all of Your 
children. You have put a part of You in us and that keeps us safe 
and strong, and when we are afraid, remind us that love drives out 
fear and worry.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
December 21, 2019     Jennifer Henshall 
 

1 John 5:1-5 
 
My motherhood journey is full of twists and turns, beginning more than 
11 years ago with the conception and loss of my first two pregnancies, 
which ended in miscarriages.  After months of anguish and worry, we 
welcomed our first living child, Clara Elizabeth, and 2 1/4 years later, we 
were blessed with our youngest daughter, Elyse Lillian.  Both 
pregnancies were high-risk and affected by a rare blood disorder known 
as Neonatal Alloimmune Thrombocytopenia. Today, our girls are happy 
and healthy.  However, the mental and physical scars of these hard 
times left me questioning why God made it so difficult for me to 
become a mother.  It was during those trying years that I pushed my 
faith to the side while attempting to gain a better understanding of 
God’s will before realizing that God doesn’t make mistakes.  Although 
He presented me with difficulties that I couldn’t understand at the time, 
as John wrote, all who are born of God are a demonstration of God’s 
love.  
 
Once I became a mother to Clara and Elyse, I understood the true 
meaning of God’s love.  My children have shown me that unconditional 
love grants us the strength to rise above life’s obstacles and confidence 
in knowing that God’s love is intentional. Looking back, I was able to 
renew my faith in God and to accept that I was His child, too.  Even in 
those darkest moments of loss, God’s love did, in fact, save me.  
 
Among the rush of the holiday season, I will take time to reflect on 
John’s words and to show my love for God and all of his children. Love 
can be found in a friendly smile, a warm hug and proclaimed in happy 
holiday wishes.  It is through these simple offerings that we, all of God’s 
children, can find peace here on Earth. 
 
Dear God, thank You for demonstrating the power of Your love for us 
through the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  During this holiday season 
please guide us as we demonstrate our love for all of Your children, as 
You have always shown Your love for us.  Amen.  
 



 

 

Scripture Texts:  Dec. 22-24 (see following pages for reflections) 
 
Dec. 22:  1 John 5:13-15 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 
of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
14 And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears 
us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the 
requests made of him.  
 
Dec. 23:  Revelation 1:8 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
Dec. 24:  Revelation 22:6-7, 12-13, 21 
6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for 
the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel 
to show his servants what must soon take place.” 
7 “See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words 
of the prophecy of this book.” 
 
12 “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay 
according to everyone’s work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec. 22, 2019) 
 
 
Hymn “Light One Candle ...” 
 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
God fulfills the promise. 
 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
gently lead them homeward. 
 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  
for the King of glory. 
 
Light four candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings.  
Let your light be shining. 
 

 

        

 



 

December 22, 2019                         Christian Richter 
 

1 John 5:13-15 
 
Today’s verse links to John’s powerful assurance earlier in Chapter 
5 – that overcoming the world’s many challenges by keeping 
God’s commands isn’t actually a heavy burden.  It recalls Jesus’ 
own words – “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” – that are 
beautifully rendered in Handel’s Messiah that many of us enjoy in 
the Advent season.  John’s assurance about keeping God’s 
commands informs today’s verse that communicating with God in 
prayer is also not complicated or burdensome.  
 
John is so confident in v. 15 about prayer.  He reminds us that God 
listens to us.  He’s also clear that our prayers are heard when we 
ask for what pleases God.  When was the last time we’ve prayed, 
made decisions or acted with a focus on what pleases God instead 
of what pleases us?  John then says that because God listens to 
us, our prayers are already answered.  We have to read that 
again.  Are our prayers answered before we offer them?  And are 
they answered the way we want?  John appears to be pointing 
out that God knows the full contours of our inner life and also 
definitely has a much bigger vantage point here.  It’s a reminder 
of the difference between our wants and God’s will, as inscrutable 
as God’s will may seem to us sometimes. 
 
Dear Lord, thank You for the assurances John gives us – the 
assurance of salvation, the surprising ease of following Your 
guidance and the supremacy of love in living a life of faith in Your 
Son, Jesus Christ.  Help us to consider and wrestle with the 
connection of our inner life and wants with Your will when we 
pray.  Lead us to new insights on what pleases You, and may we 
discover the joy of seeking the highest good in all we do.  Amen. 
 

 

 



 

December 23, 2019       Judy Kuhagen 
 
 

Revelation 1:8 
 
The statement “I am the Alpha and the Omega” by Jesus Christ is 
all-encompassing:  the present, the past, and the future.  He says 
He is at the beginning and at the end (alpha and omega are the 
first and last letters of the Greek alphabet).  He is outside of time -
- and for all time.  The gospel writer John refers to Jesus as the 
Word and says, “He was in the beginning with God” (John 1:2). 
 
It is God who makes an “I am” statement recorded in the Book of 
Exodus when He answers the question from Moses about His 
name: “I AM WHO I AM.”  (Another translation is “I WILL BE WHAT I WILL 

BE.”)  He said He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jesus 
gives Himself seven different names in John’s Gospel, saying “I am 
the bread of life; ... the light of the world; ... the gate; ... the good 
shepherd; ... the resurrection and the life; ... the way, the truth, 
and the life; ... the vine.” 
 
To have a relationship with someone, you begin by exchanging 
names.  God told Moses His name, emphasizing his timelessness, 
and identified his relationships with the ancestors of the Hebrews.  
Jesus stated different names that represent various aspects of His 
relationship with His followers – and a relationship with us that is 
timeless.  Our names – we – are forever known. 
 

 

Dear God, thank You for knowing our names, for knowing us.  We 

are blessed by our never-ending relationship with You.  Help us to 

make connections with others that reflect Your love.  In the name 

of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

 



 

 

December 24, 2019          Diane Miller 
 
 

Revelation 22: 6-7, 12-13, 21 
 
Tomorrow is Christmas Day!  Tonight, we gather in a beautiful 
church to hear the words of hope, love, joy, and peace.  The 
sights, sounds and smells bring memories of who we are and have 
been.  We often measure ourselves through the lens of 
Christmas—happy, sad, joyful, sorrowful—and it is wrought with 
many emotions.  
 
As I gather up my feelings about Christmas and read these 
passages, I am reminded of a child’s wonder.  My dear friend told 
me that as a little girl she was asked how she knew Jesus as her 
personal Savior.  Like many children would do, she asked her 
mother.  Her mother responded, “When did you get to know 
me?”  The child’s response was, “You’ve been my mother from 
the day I was born.”  That’s how you know Jesus, He has always 
been with you.  Like a perfect unbroken circle, He has always been 
here—the first and the last, the beginning and the end—and I will 
always be with Him, just as the saints who have gone before me.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for this blessed gift of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ who was and is always with us.  In this complicated world, 
help me have faith and trust in You like a child and to love You 
with all of my heart.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Psalm 130:5:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I 
hope. 
 
John 3:16:  For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 
 
John 14:27a:  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  
 
Romans 15:13:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

 

 


