
4th SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 18, 2016 

 

Text: Matthew 1:18-25 

Theme: The Birth of Jesus  

 

It was early in the morning and just three days before Christmas.   

At the breakfast table a woman told her husband –  

I just had a dream that you gave me a gold necklace for Christmas. 

What do you think the dream means? 
 

With a look of deep affection for his wife, the husband replied –  

You will know the day after tomorrow. 
 

The next morning she told him that she had the exact same dream!   

So she asked him again – What do you think this dream means? 

He smiled back and said – Just wait one more day. 
 

Finally, it was Christmas morning and the wife had dreamt for a third 

time that she would receive a gold necklace from her husband.  He 

kissed her on the cheek and said – See you tonight. 
 

That evening he came home with a small package and presented it to 

his beloved.  She was delighted and excitedly (but gently) opened the 

package only to find a book entitled – The Meaning of Dreams. 
 

On the church calendar it is the 4th Sunday in Advent.  I just read the 

gospel lesson and we heard how the birth of Jesus Christ took place 

according to St. Matthew.  We will never read this story on Christmas 

Eve because it is lean on details and is limited to the angel of the Lord 

appearing to Joseph in a dream.   
 

Poor Joseph!  It is not difficult to imagine the sleepless nights as he 

tries to decide what to do with Mary to whom he is engaged and who 

is now suddenly pregnant.  He has a decision to make and we imagine 

him laboring over his choices.  But once he makes up his mind he 

probably got a good night’s sleep only to be interrupted by an angel 

who appears out of nowhere and makes clear what God has in mind 

for his future.  Joseph did not need any dream book to interpret his 

dream and his response mirrors that of Mary. 
 

As Mary was being called to be the mother of our Lord so Joseph was 

being called to be her husband.  Just like that and with no time at all 

to prepare for what will soon unfold. 
 

During the Advent season we put a lot of energy in our preparations 

for Christmas.  I am sure that by now those of you who plan on 

putting up a tree have it in place and your homes are beautifully 

decorated.  I am also sure that most (if not all) of your gifts have been 

carefully selected, purchased, wrapped and sent to their desired 

destinations.   
 

So I am thinking that this week we have more than enough time to 

dwell on how God has been preparing us for the birth of his Son.  We 

have plenty of time to sit with Mary and Joseph as they contemplate 

(each in their respective homes) what just happened to them.  We 

share their confusion and rejoice in their willingness to so readily say 

yes to an unreasonable request. 
 

We ponder with Mary and Joseph what it means to be the instruments 

by which Jesus will come into this world in human form.  It is hard to 

wrap our minds around such an awkward invitation.  God does not 

make it easy for either of them and yet by faith they demonstrate what 

it means to trust in God and be obedient to his will.  Joseph especially 

is seen as a model of righteousness and compassion.   
 

The dilemma he finds himself in helps us think through our own 

responses as we decide whom to believe, what to risk, and how to 

choose among less than desirable choices.  Joseph has already made 

up his mind to dismiss Mary quietly (which was not an easy decision 

to make) yet he is willing to follow the plan of God simply because it 

is God who does the asking.   

Will we know when God is asking something of us? 

How much of a risk will we be willing to make? 

And will we be willing to change our plans if needed? 
 

Advent 4 is the perfect time to think about the decisions that we need 

to make at the end of this year and as we enter 2017.  I believe we are 

just as important as Mary and Joseph in that we have a decisive role 

in advancing the kingdom of God in a just and loving way.  We in this 

church have a role in the vision that God has for all of his people to be 

served with grace and mercy and love.   



What is God asking us to do? 

And how much are we willing to risk for his sake? 
 

Someone recently asked me what plans we have in place for next year 

at Redeemer.  Part of that question was answered at our council 

meeting on Monday night when Deanna excitedly shared with us the 

vision of the Social Concerns ministry to engage us more fully with 

refugee families.  It is also the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 

and during Lent we will incorporate into our worship an adult 

Catechism study and then a special concert will be held in June.  But 

as I sat at our council meeting I was also dwelling on some hard 

decisions that might need to be made by us so that next year our 

expenses can be more in line with our income.   

What is God asking us to do? 

How much are we willing to risk for his sake? 

Will we be open to changing our plans if needed? 
 

We must be prepared for God to ask us to do the unthinkable and 

more than likely that also means that whatever plans we had might be 

dramatically altered (both in our personal lives and in the life of this 

church).  Joseph had his life all worked out with a young wife waiting 

for him and a future that seemed clear and simple.  They would have a 

beautiful wedding ceremony and children would be born and he 

would sustain his family doing carpentry work.  He never dreamt that 

Mary would receive an offer from God that would also alter his own 

life and decisions.   
 

God never said he would simplify our lives or make our choices easy.  

We learn from Scripture that more than likely God will complicate 

our lives if we do what God asks of us.  The love of God for his 

people is so passionate that God gives no thought of our own agendas.  

Even now when our schedules are so tight God might be nudging us 

or asking us to be an instrument of his unfolding story. 
 

Emmanuel – God is with us and God walks beside us to save, to 

comfort, to forgive, to empower, to challenge, to make us part of the 

kingdom of God that offers justice, peace, and love to those who cry 

out of their despair.   

What do we see and hear that needs our attention now? 
 

Joseph learned that his obedience to God had its consequences.  For 

Joseph to obey God meant that he would have to face the questions of 

others – questions that did not have easy answers.  He would have to 

walk into a future that was filled with uncertainties.  He had to totally 

surrender himself over to God and trust that God was with him every 

step of the way.  But Joseph (a righteous man) was able to maintain 

his personal integrity regardless of public pressure.   
 

He pursued God’s vision and seemed willingly to embrace this 

sacrificial action.  Why?  Because God asked him to do so 
 

Just like that (with no warning and no trips to Bethlehem and no 

innkeepers telling them there is no room at the inn and no shepherds 

keeping watch over their flock by night) Joseph had a dream and 

Mary bore a son and they named him Jesus.   
 

That is the Christmas story according to St. Matthew! 

Merry Christmas on this 4th Sunday in Advent – Amen  

 


