
3rd SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 12, 2021 

 

Text: Luke 3:7-18 

Theme: Bear Fruits Worthy of Repentance     

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

We learned last week that John the Baptist started his ministry by  

proclaiming a baptism of repentance.  On this Sunday (only 13 days 

before Christmas) the lesson continues and we hear the content of his 

message (words that should have made all of us cringe).  The Advent 

theme for this week is joy but that was not what I heard when I read 

and studied this lesson.  What I heard was John calling those who 

came to be baptized a brood of vipers.  From there he went on to warn 

them that the people could no longer hide behind Abraham for their 

salvation.  If they were not bearing good fruit then they would be cut 

down and thrown into the fire.  We can assume that joy was not in the 

hearts and minds of the crowd once they heard John speak.  Instead 

they asked: What then should we do?  
 

This question is asked of John three times.   

The crowds ask it.  The tax collectors ask it.  The soldiers ask it.   
 

We ask the same question when we are steeped in our own sin but we 

also ask it in a slightly different context.  We ask it when life gets 

complicated and messy and when the world turns itself upside down.  

It is the question we ask when we find ourselves in a situation that is 

no longer life-giving.  It is when we are faced with something bigger 

than ourselves and we become overwhelmed and scared.  It is when 

our life is out of control and we have no idea how to fix the situation.  

What then should we do? 
 

Most of the time we know what to do.  Every day we make hundreds 

of decisions (big ones and little ones, important ones and unimportant 

ones, life changing ones and some that have little or no consequence).  

Think about all the decisions we have made already from the time we 

woke up to this very moment.  We know what to do until we come 

face-to-face with something we can no longer handle on our own.   
 

Then we too cry out – What then should we do? 
 

This question is about more than just making a choice or deciding 

between an array of options to complete a to-do list.  The thread that 

runs through all these difficult situations is that there is something 

critical at stake and we want to make things right.  We want to know 

what to do to move forward because in the moment we have no clue.   
 

No matter the context of the question what I hear in the gospel lesson 

is that these situations become the perfect time (the right time) to take 

a step back, evaluate our lives (what we say and what we do) and then 

choose to live life differently (as needed) before we respond to the 

mess around us.  First work on ourselves before we address the issues 

that are so crucial.     
 

We do not hear that we need to quit our jobs and go out to save the 

world.  Instead we are to go home and make some adjustments to how 

we do things and how we set our priorities.  Using the words of John 

we may not be able to eliminate poverty but we can share what we 

have with those who are cold and hungry.  We may not be able to 

solve the economic gap between the rich and the poor but we can 

make sure we are honest and fair when dealing with others.  We may 

not be able to influence decisions on a global scale but we can make 

sure we act with integrity and use any power we have to build up the 

ones who are often forgotten.     
 

Is not this what it means to bear fruits worthy of repentance?  We are 

no longer to do those things that devalue people and/or break relation-

ships.  We are no longer to be paralyzed by what happens in our lives.  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus will take the teachings of John to a 

more advanced level.  He will tell us to give to everyone who begs 

from us.  We are to forgive as we have been forgiven.  We are not to 

judge.  We are not to condemn.  Before we take the speck out of the 

eye of another we are to remove the log from our own eye.   
 

Advent reminds us that repentance is about God’s desire to realign 

our lives to be in sync with the life of Christ.  Repentance is about the 

power of God to transform us back into his image.  It promises us a 

new life and a new start in response to this incredible gift of love. 
 

 

 



Bear fruits worthy of repentance.  Do good works as a result of being 

forgiven.  Return to God.  Let God mold us into something even more 

amazing.  Reflect on all the different times we have been forgiven and 

become a light in this dark world.   
 

And this is where we hear the message of joy.  We discover joy when 

we come back to God.  We discover joy when we believe we are 

forgiven and then turn around and forgive others.  In Philippians we 

are offered a beautiful list of concrete ways to focus on the changes 

we need to make at home so we are better equipped to face what the 

world throws at us.  It is the perfect companion to the gospel reading.    
 

The church in Philippi was struggling with their new life of disciple-

ship.  Some were reconsidering their commitment to walk the way of 

Christ.  Some no longer wanted to take up their cross daily and to love 

regardless of the cost.  The faith of the people was at stake and we can 

hear the cry – What then should we do?   
 

And along comes this letter from Paul.  Paul (like John) invited the 

people to temporarily set aside what  was happening around them and 

instead had them contemplate on what was happening inside of them.  

Paul offered them in these brief verses a different way to live at home.  

They may not be able to quiet the false teachers without a struggle or 

easily resolve the conflict between the two women in the church but 

they could work on themselves.  And by working on themselves they 

will be better equipped to address the false teachings and the internal 

conflicts of the church.   
 

Paul was not saying that there was nothing to worry about or that the 

things they worried about were unimportant.  Instead he invited the 

Philippians to go home and work on their relationship with God. They 

were to make themselves vulnerable before God and see if they get 

different results.   
 

And it starts with joy.  Rejoice in the Lord always.  Again I will say – 

Rejoice.  At the heart of our joy is a deep longing to be as near to the 

Lord as possible.  Get close to God.  Be patient with ourselves and be 

patient with others.  Be gentle with ourselves and be gentle with 

others.  Take all of our anxieties to God in prayer and allow God to 

transform them into something healthy.  Pray with a sense of 

humility.  Pray with a sense of supreme gratitude.   

It brings peace that is rooted in God and brings us to a right 

relationship with him.   
 

John and Paul tell us to start with our ordinary and routine lives (to 

feed and clothe others) (to do what is fair) (not to abuse the freedoms 

and powers we have been given) (to be joyful at all times) (to let our 

gentleness be known to everyone) and then see how repentance and 

faithfulness work together to save the world. 
 

Keep it simple, concrete, and practical.  Be a caring neighbor.  Be a 

fair co-worker.  Be an honorable citizen.  And then keep it personal.  

Show others what it means to bear fruits worthy of repentance.  Show 

others what it means to be forgiven and return to God.  In that we can 

rejoice.  Amen    

 


