
3rd SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 13, 2020 

 

Text: John 1:6-8 and 19-28 

Theme: Testify to the Light 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

A few years ago at a conference for pastors one of the speakers shared 

a story that has stayed with me.  Recently his mother had asked him 

why he was the only one of her children who still went to church.  He 

answered her question with his own.  He asked his mother what she 

would tell her other children (his siblings) if they asked her the same 

question – why she still went to church.  Before he gave his answer he 

wanted to hear from his mom what was so important about her faith.   
 

As he recounted his story the pastor reported that what followed was 

the most uncomfortable twenty minutes of conversation he had ever 

had with his mother.  Like so many adults she had never been asked 

to talk about her faith since confirmation.  So to articulate her reasons 

for going to church (let alone to talk about the importance of her faith) 

was remarkably difficult.  Eventually she was able to describe her 

faith with a single, clear sentence.  After that experience, the pastor 

went back to his congregation and made it his mission to help his 

members better articulate their faith to others. 
 

Last Sunday our lesson from 2nd Peter left us with a job to do.  As we 

wait for the Lord to return in all his glory . . . the Lord is waiting on 

us to go out into the world to proclaim Jesus Christ as the crucified 

and risen Lord.  We ended the 2nd Sunday in Advent being sent out 

but we never discussed how we were to go about proclaiming him.  

Like the mother in this story most of us are not sure what words to use 

to describe our faith.   
 

So much has been made of the fact that fewer and fewer people are 

attending church.  Some will say it is because we are watering down 

the gospel message.  We no longer hold in tension the law and gospel.  

We have lost our focus.  Others will say we have made our role in 

sharing the good news of Christ too easy and too comfortable.   

But not all churches are decreasing in size.  Some seem to be growing 

because they provide straightforward compelling answers to complex 

theological questions.  These churches seem to have a shared purpose 

that is clearly articulated.  In some of these churches leaders require a 

strict code of conduct and (as a result) members are held to a high 

standard of living. 
 

I am convinced that all of our churches have the potential to grow 

when we (as believers) can name and share why our faith is important 

to us.  I will go a step further to say that I am less concerned about the 

number of people who become members of our churches and wish we 

had a better way to determine the number of people who have come to 

believe in God through Christ because of our witness.  I am not 

suggesting that we all of a sudden turn into these bold, up-front, in-

your-face evangelists.  It would shock too many people.  But I am 

suggesting that the best way to share our faith is in the same honest 

way we would share other things that are important to us.   
 

Evangelism (which is really what we are talking about) is not looking 

at other people as some kind of project that we need to work on.  It is 

not running into someone who knows nothing about God and then all 

of a sudden preaching about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, with 

the hope that we will successfully convert them.  Instead think about 

evangelism as simply, joyfully, and authentically engaging others in a 

conversation that is rooted in our love for them and for God.  Treat 

them as we would treat a friend which means at some point (when the 

friendship deepens) we would start to tell them what we are most 

passionate about . . . what is most important in our lives.   
 

And if that is too difficult then let the way we live our lives open the 

door for conversation.  People will be curious as to what makes us do 

what we do if we follow the example of Jesus Christ . . . why we are 

so generous with our resources, why we give of ourselves without 

thought of return, why we stand by their side when everyone else has 

turned away.  It will be in those moments that we can say that we are 

motived by Jesus Christ.  It is then that we can say that it is our faith 

in the crucified and risen Lord that encourages us to step it up for the 

sake of other people. 
 

 



Last Sunday our gospel lesson came from Mark who introduced his 

narrative by telling us he was about to reveal the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  He skipped right over the Christmas story and moved quickly 

to John (a preacher and baptizer) who drew crowds of people and who 

invited them to confess their sins and be baptized.  And this week in 

the Gospel of John the author also foregoes the Christmas story so we 

can learn how this preacher and baptizer bore witness to the gospel.  

Over and over again John shifted the focus away from himself and 

pointed to the One who was coming after him.   
 

There are so many artistic renderings of John that show him literally 

pointing to Christ.  It is dramatically seen in the famous Grunewald 

painting that I included in the Friday email.  The portrait of Jesus on 

the cross comes straight from the Gospel of Mark where the passion 

narrative emphasizes his suffering.  But Grunewald based his 

understanding of John more from the Johannine Gospel.  All the 

Baptizer does is point to Jesus.  John told those who were curious 

about him that he was not the Messiah but then he pointed them to the 

Anointed One.  John told them he was not the light but then he 

pointed them to the true light.  He was a witness and a voice. 
 

By definition, a witness testifies to something he or she stakes his or 

her life on . . . it was certainly true for John and for most of the 

apostles and disciples.  They were not afraid to speak the truth about 

Jesus.  They were willing to risk everything for the sake of the gospel.   
 

Here is our dilemma: Some consider faith conversations that take 

place outside of the church to be a private matter.  We assume that 

other people are not interested in our particular beliefs and/or we do 

not want to appear arrogant about our faith in Jesus Christ when 

others do not have the same understanding as we do.  We believe that 

the gospel is true and the church teaches us to proclaim the gospel 

boldly, publicly, and confidently and yet we hold ourselves back.   
 

What if the authors of our four gospels were too reticent to offer us 

the story of Jesus?  What if the authors of the epistles just wanted to 

keep their relationships with the churches on a superficial level and 

they never shared what was most important in their lives?  Would we 

even have a church today?  Our challenge is to bear witness with 

humility.  For John that meant directing people away from himself 

and pointing toward Jesus.  We are to do the same.   

We might feel like the mother of the pastor who had a difficult time 

explaining the significance of her faith or the reason she got up every 

Sunday morning to attend worship services.  We might think that we 

do not have the eloquence needed to speak elaborate theological 

terms.  I assure you that we are better off without them.   
 

We just need to be willing to share with someone we care about (and 

love) the impact that our faith and our experience of Jesus has had on 

us.  As we near the end of the Advent Season, think about this time as 

one to practice sharing the hope that we hold that comes in the form 

of the infant Jesus.  Like John let our primary role in life be to testify 

to the light coming into the world.  Point to Jesus and let the Holy 

Spirit do the rest.  Amen 

the patience of our Lord as salvation” (2 Pet. 3:14-15b). Since we 

stand some two millennia after this was written, we should take 

comfort in God’s patience. In fact, God may need to be patient for a 

good deal longer!   

 

 


