
2nd SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 6, 2020 

 

Text: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Theme: The Patience of Our Lord   

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

2020 has certainly rocked our world.  Before COVID-19 we would 

wake up every morning and step into our normal routines.  We were 

confident that the world was going to operate in the same way it did 

the previous day and that it would be no different the following day.  I 

must confess that it never crossed my mind that the entire world could 

make the kind of dramatic shift it did all at once, so suddenly, and so 

quickly.  With little or no warning life as we knew it came to a 

screeching halt.  We woke up one morning being told we could not do 

what we wanted to do (and when we wanted to do it).  We were not 

prepared for what followed. 
 

Last week was Advent 1.  We talked about seeing the faces of all the 

people who crossed our paths this past year – what they looked like 

and how they behaved.  And then we imagined God sitting on his 

heavenly throne looking down upon our faces and seeing our ordeals.   

We rejoiced when God made the announcement that it was time to 

come down to redeem humankind.   
 

In our second week of Advent we are reminded that we are not just 

preparing for the birth of Christ.  Advent is also about preparing for 

his second coming.  On that day the world as we know it will stop 

functioning in the same way (even in the middle of a pandemic).  In 

both the Old and New Testaments the details about that day are fairly 

consistent.  All of creation will shift in a dramatic way all at once, 

suddenly, and quickly.  With little or no warning life as we know it 

will come to a screeching halt and this time it will be permanent.   
 

We cannot soften the picture that this conjures up in our minds but 

over these weeks we have learned that for those of us who believe in 

Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior it is to be a day of celebration.   

And this is where our lesson from 2nd Peter comes in (a letter that was 

addressed to believers).  In the first chapter the apostle reminds us that 

we must make every effort to exercise our faith with goodness and 

mutual affection for all.  We are to practice endurance and self-

control and godliness so that we do not stumble.  In this way we will 

be prepared for the coming of our Lord.   
 

In the second chapter Peter warns us that there will be those who will 

try to draw us away from the truth of the gospel.  Some will say to us: 

Where is the promise of his coming?  Look!  All things continue as 

they did from the beginning of creation.  But we must not allow our 

minds to be filled with such doubts.  Even though we have yet to see 

the Day of the Lord we have to trust that it will come.  God will not 

let evil go on forever.  There will be an end.   
 

In his third and last chapter Peter stirs us and arouses us to remember 

the words of the prophets and the apostles.  God will return in all his 

glory to claim what is his and to purify what is defiled.  God will 

return to mend what is broken and to restore what is shattered.  As 

followers of Jesus Christ we wait for his return based on these 

promises.  But we are not to wait passively.   
 

We are not to sit back and relax wrapped in a blanket of grace.  We 

are not to allow our faith to become as mundane and routine as some 

of our days have become.  It leaves us open to all types of temptation.  

It allows us to be swayed by those who play into our insecurities.  It 

leads us to be unfaithful.  Instead God needs us to be strong and firm 

in our faith . . . and this is why. 
 

In verse 9 we are told the reason that the Lord has not returned in all 

his glory is because God does not want anyone to perish.  God is 

being patient with us.  God wants all to come to repentance.  So as 

much as we are waiting on the Lord (lo and behold) the Lord is also 

waiting on us.   
 

Now what?   

Is this some kind of stalemate?   
 

No!  Peter is clear that the Lord is waiting on us (the believers) to go 

out into the world to proclaim Christ as the crucified and risen Lord.  

God is waiting on us to find those who know nothing about him or 

who do not seem to have need of him.  It is the primary function of 



the church to empower our members to seek the lost and forgotten.  

For too long the church has been in a defensive and maintenance 

mode.  At some point in our ecclesiastical history we built the church 

on the premise that all we (the believers) needed to do was sit around 

and wait for people to come to us.  By some miracle (not of our own 

doing) we assumed that people who do not understand grace, who do 

not understand the truth of the gospel, who do not understand how 

God has redeemed us . . . would wake up one Sunday morning and 

put on their best clothes and walk into our church buildings.  Forgive 

me but it sounds a bit foolish on our part.  
 

Peter believes that when we lose sight of the Day of the Lord we also 

lose sight of our mission.  I have been in ministry for over twenty-five 

years and I know that we Lutherans are no televangelists.  Do not get 

me wrong.  We love to proclaim the gospel message . . . but we 

proclaim it to those who already believe.   
 

But from Romans 10:14 we hear – How are they to call on one in 

whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without 

someone to proclaim him?  And how are they to proclaim him unless 

they are sent?  How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 

news! 
 

In Ezekiel 18 we hear that God finds no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked so God is giving us (the believers) more time to do our job.  

God is pouring out his grace upon us and sending us into the world 

because God decided it was better to wait for more people to come to 

believe than to return now and leave them on the outside looking in.  

God cannot imagine losing any part of what God has created, what 

God has formed in his own image.  The thought of losing one of us 

causes God to slow it down so that we (the believers) will be faithful 

to what God has entrusted us with . . . the good news of Jesus Christ.   
 

As our anticipation for Christmas builds it is easier for us to focus on 

our celebration of Jesus’ first coming rather than his second coming.  

But it is one of the main reasons I want us to stay in the season of 

Advent and not rush ahead too soon.  In Advent we are reminded that 

our God makes promises and keeps them.  God will return and we are 

to be ready and help others be ready as well.    

 

On Advent 2 we pray that God would stir us and rouse us from our 

sleep.  We wait with eager anticipation for our Lord to come.  And 

while we wait for our Lord to come we remember that the Lord is 

waiting on us . . . to seek the lost and to rejoice in those that will be 

found.  We take comfort that God is being so patient.  Amen  

eliminate the call for repentance, it just extends the time for that to 

take place. What God desires is reconciliation.  

                So, let us wait patiently, living our lives with holiness, in 

preparation for the Day of the Lord. The author fully expects that to 

happen but is aware that God’s timing is not ours. In the meantime, 

while we wait, the author encourages us to “strive to be found by him 

at peace, without spot or wrinkle, and regard the patience of our Lord 

as salvation” (2 Pet. 3:14-15b). Since we stand some two millennia 

after this was written, we should take comfort in God’s patience. In 

fact, God may need to be patient for a good deal longer!   

 

 


